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Preface 


Where do you recommend me to go? 

Visit the planet Earth, replied the Geographer 
It has a good reputation. 

And the Little Prince set off. 
SAINT-EXUPERY, The Little Prince 


This is the first book that we have written in our combined 50 years of living. Hitherto we have only 
ever been capable of two things, namely playing and training at chess, so before setting to work, we 
posed ourselves two questions: 

1. How does one usually start writing a book? 

2. Why is this book needed, and what do we have to say that is new? 

We decided not to write a historical summary of our chosen subject, not to say how and why we 
came to the idea of putting pen to paper (or rather fingers to keyboard!), but simply to say openly 
what we are offering you in this book. 

What you will find here are 369 highly interesting positions, studied and analysed, which will 
bring you great aesthetic pleasure if you love chess — and, if you do not, this is not the book for you. 

We also guarantee that the majority of these fragments will be new to you, because almost all 
were played, or found in analysis (often even more valuable) since the year 2000. There are only 
three significantly older examples, where we have managed to find beautiful improvements, signif- 
icantly changing earlier verdicts on the positions. This was an essential condition for including 
such older positions, since we had no desire simply to repeat the same old time-worn examples one 
finds in many other books. 

We also set ourselves a further aim, and you can test for yourself our success or otherwise. That 
is that all examples in the book should be correct, because we both still remember the frustration of 
poring over a puzzle position that turns out to have no solution. We have also tried to ensure that our 
examples have only a single solution, because once again, if one finds a solution only to see that an- 
other is given by the authors, one can feel deceived. In the rare cases where there is an alternative 
solution, we have made sure to mention it. 

We see chess not just as a question of moving the little wooden figures, but as a cut-down model 
ofthe world, with its own laws, heroes, etc. As such, we wish to present the solutions not in terms of 
knights and bishops moving here or there, but as small summaries of different themes, performed 
by the chess pieces, with the assistance of the talent of the player concerned. 

We have been fortunate to have retained our love of the game, despite the huge number of hours 
we have spent at the chessboard. We were therefore determined that the study of this book should 
never become boring, and we hope that our commentaries will provide interest and generate the oc- 
casional smile. 

We very much hope that the information in this book will be of interest and value to all lovers of 
chess, including professional masters, and we are convinced that all will find some interesting chal- 
lenges. 

In reading this book, you will find that one of the authors became a member of an Olympiad- 
winning side, and became the highest-rated junior in the world, whilst the other helped him and 
other players to develop their skill, and find the desire to go on progressing in chess. 

So, if you are feeling strong, and ready to put yourself to the test, arm yourself with a strong cup 
of coffee, and let's start our journey... 


Introduction 


Successful people are the result of hard work, more than talent. 
DEMOCRITUS 


It is easy to explain the popularity of chess. The game is simple to learn, it is interesting, and after 
one’s first victories, one can easily get the illusion that with a small effort, there is no reason why 
one should not become world champion. All of us as children feel this is really possible, but we just 
don’t quite know exactly how. So, we look for a good trainer, who can reveal the main secrets, and 
then all will be well... But in fact, the most important element on the path to improvement is not to 
be found in other places, but in the player himself! 

It is interesting to compare chess with other forms of sport. Looking at the difference between 
soccer, skating, boxing and chess, one immediately realizes that any sportsman sets himself the 
task of improving his results to the maximum, and overtaking his rivals. The methods of training 
for this are similar in each sport. A soccer player spends the majority of his training time running 
and practising ball skills, the weightlifter works with weights, etc. In other words, each works on 
those qualities which will enable him to achieve success. 

Now let us consider how a chess-player trains, and on what he spends the majority of his time: 
seeking an advantage in a certain modern opening variation, reading books by author A, and the an- 
notations of author B, and studying thousands of recent games on the Internet, looking for an inter- 
esting new idea. Later on, during a tournament, when he employs his novelty and outplays his 
opponent, only to miss a forced win, or fall into some kind of trap, he regards this as just bad luck. 
Unfortunately, many chess-players completely overlook the need to work regularly on the develop- 
ment of their main ‘tool’, i.e. their brain. We are not denying the value of studying opening theory 
or recent games, but we suggest that one must think more carefully about the relative importance of 
these and other factors, and the correct allocation of one’s time to such essential things as develop- 
ing combinative vision, calculation of variations, and the development of one’s imagination. 

Now we shall discuss how one can make self-improvement work in chess both interesting and 
effective. As many years of experience have shown, even the most intelligent lectures, delivered by 
the most articulate and talented of teachers, have very little effect, because they are soon forgotten. 
Therefore, as the second world champion, Emanuel Lasker (incidentally, a highly intelligent and 
erudite individual) put it, “Memory is too precious a commodity to be stocked with trifles. Out of 
my 68 years, I have devoted at least 40 to forgetting much of what I had heard or read, and since do- 
ing so, have acquired a certain ease, which I should never again wish to be without.” Now we can 
understand that what helped him remain world champion for 27 years was his quick-wittedness and 
freedom from any dogma. Exceptions are more important than rules. Rather than just playing over 
a collection of games, it is much more effective to try to guess the moves. Rather than listening to a 
lecture by a well-known player, demonstrating a game, it is much better first to analyse the game 
oneself and then compare one’s own conclusions with those of the master. 

Therefore, in this book, we shall not try to teach you how to play better chess. Rather, we shall 
do something more valuable: we shall give you material, which will help to develop your think- 
ing. Of course, we should admit that we did not think up this method ourselves. Grandmaster 
Adrian Mikhalchishin considers “Just as a pianist practices finger-exercises every day, so every 
day, a chess-player should train his tactical vision.” The renowned trainer Mark Dvoretsky, in his 
books, always follows a lecture with a series of training exercises on the theme concerned. The 
book by Hort and Jansa, The Best Move, contains many interesting positions with which you can 
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test your strength. But, although we have studied their book, we plan to do things a little differ- 
ently here. 


The book is divided into three parts: 

1) Make a Move (positions where one must find the best move). This section is concerned with 
developing intuition and imagination in chess. 

2) Find the Win (positions in which one must find a forcing variation, leading to a win). The 
examples are designed to test combinative vision and the calculation of variations. 

3) Answer a Question (the reader's task here is to find the answer to a concrete problem). 
Solving these examples will develop one's positional understanding and logic. 


Undoubtedly, it is essential to understand that these things are all intermingled in a game, and we 
have not tried to separate out tactics and strategy. 

Each section opens with 23 examples taken from Volokitin's games. We hope that looking at 
these will give you great aesthetic pleasure, as well as being instructive. If you are confident in 
yourself, try to solve these on your own. That will be even more useful. Then there follow 100 ex- 
amples in each section, taken from the games of other grandmasters and masters, played since the 
year 2000, i.e. absolutely fresh examples. They are given in order of increasing difficulty. The first 
40 are aimed at the level of a FIDE Master, the next 40 at IM level, and the final 20, at GM level. 
Naturally, we realize that most of our readers will be somewhat below these levels. This does not 
mean that this book is not for them — far from it. What it does mean, is that club players should not 
be discouraged if they find the examples difficult, or often fail to uncover all the points mentioned 
in the solutions. The work involved in tackling these positions and comparing your answers with 
the solutions and the choices made by the players should be of great benefit in any case. And also, 
there is nothing to stop you setting up the position on a board and studying it at your leisure — you 
should not feel obliged to recreate tournament conditions and time restrictions. 

Of course, such a gradation is somewhat subjective in any case. The easier examples can be 
solved quickly for players in our ‘target categories’, whilst with the tougher ones, you can analyse 
them by moving the pieces round if they are too difficult to do in your head. The important factor 
here is your own effort and the training benefit that you derive. There is no scoring system in this 
book - the points we would like you to score are in your future chess tournaments! We would ad- 
vise only solving 5-6 positions each day. The important thing is not trying to set records for solving 
all the positions in the least time, but to develop one's abilities gradually and systematically. 

The success of this method depends in large measure on the thoroughness with which the exam- 
ples are selected. We have endeavoured to select only the gold-dust from amongst the gravel. This 
means positions which are original, have relatively short solutions, quiet moves, zwischenzugs, en- 
emy counterplay, etc. All examples have to be both correct and have only one solution. 

And now it is time to empty your head of all you have read before, and mobilize all of your will, 
to solve the examples we have presented. We wish you good luck! 


Make a Move 


We believe our approach in this chapter is original — at least, we have not seen tasks set out in quite 
this way in previous chess literature. But if one looks at a tournament game without prejudice, then 
it becomes obvious that the result depends not so much on how deeply we are able to calculate vari- 
ations, or how well we are able to guess the opponent’s plans, as on simply playing the maximum 
number of strong moves. In other words, in every position, we must try to find one very strong 
move. At first glance, this may not seem so difficult, since in itself, it does not necessarily require 
that we calculate many moves ahead, appreciate many fine subtleties, or see deeply-hidden pos- 
sibilities of counterplay for the opponent, etc. But even so, we do not recommend that you take 
the task too lightly, because a chess-player who can always find the correct moves, without ever 
making an error, has never yet been seen. 

Which qualities will this section of the book help to improve? We would draw the reader’s atten- 
tion to the necessity of developing his intuition. What do we mean by this? Intuition in chess is the 
ability to find the best move in a position where it is impossible to do so merely by calculation and 
logic alone. Chess-players often speak of the ability to play ‘by hand’, i.e. in situations where 
thinking time is limited, or the position is too complicated and it is impossible to see all the varia- 
tions, decisions have to be taken on the basis of one’s feel for the position. To emphasize this, we 
quote a small story of Mikhail Tal’s, concerning a game of his against Samuel Reshevsky: “I sacri- 
ficed a piece, and the game became highly concrete and tactical. The way Reshevsky, with only a 
couple of minutes left for ten moves, hovered his hand over the board and, purely on impulse, kept 
on picking up exactly the right piece, and making the only move, made an indelible impression on 
те” 

Without pretending to have made a testing analysis of this problem, we set ourselves the task of 
choosing positions where it is sufficient to suggest only one move. Just as in a game, a player has to 
solve problems of various types, so here you will find a mix of quiet moves, zwischenzugs, winning 

_ moves, prophylactic moves, etc. The only common feature is that in all cases, the move you have to 
find is unquestionably the strongest. But in order to do this, you will need to sense the requirements 
of the position, so as not to confuse the moment when one should look for a decisive blow with that 
where a strengthening of the position is required, etc. It is very important that the direction of your 
thoughts should coincide with the ‘wishes’ and capabilities of your pieces. It also happens quite of- 
ten during a game that a player does not trust his intuition, and tries to calculate every possible vari- 
ation. We are certainly not advocating superficial play, but we do believe that a player must be 
rational and practical in using his thinking time and his energy. This is a subject which has not re- 
ceived sufficient attention in training material. However, since we are not interested in pursuing 
philosophical questions, but merely want to help you improve your play as much as possible, as 
well as gain aesthetic pleasure from solving beautiful positions from grandmaster practice, we 
shall turn without further ado to the matter in hand. 

What you have here are a variety of game fragments, containing both beautiful tactical opera- 
tions and subtle positional decisions, but all are linked by the fact that they do not require the 
deepest possible calculation of all relevant variations, but instead require that you sense the best 
move in each position. We are convinced that this is a task which will be interesting to players of 
all levels. 
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Examples from the Play of 
Andrei Volokitin 


We begin our journey with the match which first 
opened Andrei Volokitin’s path into top-level 
chess. In this, he beat the future FIDE world 
champion and Ukrainian Olympiad team-mate, 


Ruslan Ponomariov, by a score of 11/2-1/, 
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100 Graded Examples 


As mentioned in the introduction, these 100 ex- 
amples are given in order of increasing diffi- 
culty. The first 40 are aimed at the level of a 
FIDE Master, the next 40 at IM level, and the fi- 
nal 20, at GM level. This does not mean, of 
course, that players below these levels should 
not tackle these positions. We hope that players 
of all levels will find these positions interesting 
and derive much benefit from attempting them 
and studying the solutions. However, if you are 
able to solve the majority of the positions in any 
of these sections correctly, and under ‘tourna- 


ment’ conditions, then you should definitely - 


consider taking up chess as a career! 
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Malakhov - Moiseenko 
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Van Wely - Acs Training position, I. Zaitsev, 2002 
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Grishchuk – Adams 
Kallithea ECC 2002 
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Adams — Morozevich Anand — Radjabov 
Sarajevo 2000 Dortmund 2003 
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Kasparov — Jobava Kramnik — Leko 
Rethymnon ECC 2003 Budapest rapid (3) 2001 
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Vallejo Pons — Kasparov 
Linares 2003 
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Svidler — Volkov 
Russian Ch (Krasnoiarsk) 2003 
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Solutions for ‘Make a Move’ 


Remember that your primary task in this chap- 
ter was just to find the correct first move, so if 
your choice matches that in the solution, you 
can consider that you have been successful. 
Naturally we provide full solutions, as we are 
sure you will want to see the supporting varia- 
tions, and to see if the follow-up you had in 
mind when making your selection was the right 
one too. 


Examples from the Play of Andrei 
Volokitin 


1) 

Ruslan has placed his pieces on good block- 
ading squares, but in chess, the important thing 
is not the outward appearance, but the inward 
reality. There followed a quite unexpected com- 
binative blow which led to an equal position: 

31...Ae4+!! 32 fxe4 dxe4 33 Ael 

33 Dcl? е3+ 34 Rxe3 Af6+! is winning for 
Black. 

33...e3+! 34 $xe3 Хха2+ 35 Фха2 Не2+ 
36 “р3 Аха2 11-15 | 


2) 

By the move ...e5, Black planned to drive 
his opponent out of the centre. But as the 
world of biophysics knows, the effect of pres- 
sure depends on the material concerned. Some 
substances shrink under pressure, while others 
rebound. It is wiser not to press on the latter! 

21 Wxd5! exf4?? 

21...Bad8 22 Wb5 +. 

22 Ихђ7+! 

Destroying the black king’s defences. 

22...22xb7 23 Wd7+ “аб 24 Wxc6+ Soxa5 
25 5+ Фаб 26 6+ Фа5 27 Hdl 

The same result follows from 27 764+ a6 
28 НЫ 4—. 

1-0 


3) 
16...Вха1! 


As Kasparov has said, such exchange ѕасгі- 
fices are a part of a player’s chess ‘culture’. 

17 Еха1 х4 18 На8? 

A mistake, after which White’s disadvantage 
becomes yet more serious. But in any case, one 
has to feel sorry for the bishop on g2, for whom 
the kingside has become like a cage in a zoo, 
from which there is no escape. The most resil- 
ient course is 18 Ha3! %хе2 19 fxe3 Wxd1 20 
Кха1 Феб +. 

18...2.xe3 19 fxe3 Wxd1 20 Exd1 Zxb3 F 

Black went on to win. 


4) 

This is not the time for elegantly working up 
complicated patterns on the chessboard. One 
must just be a man, bang one’s fist on the table, 
and plunge forward! 

27...h5!! —+ 28 Hel 

Or: 28 Wxf4 Wxf4 —+; 28 &xf4 WTG —+; 28 
Sxf8 hxg4 29 h4 Wxh4 30 Wxf4 2d4+! 31 
Wxd4 Wh2+ 32 ef Whit 33 921 9хЕ3+ 34 
Bel V/xc34- 35 Wfl У ха1#. 

28...hxg4 29 2e7 gxf3+! 30 &xg5 [2+ 31 
Sf1 [хе + 32 Фхе1 Мхс3 33 U/xf4 Ded 34 
Wed 23+ 35 Фа1 Axes 36 Wxc6 Ка8+ 37 
Фе2 043 38 We6+ ФҺ8 39 12 Ва2+ 0-1 


5) 

Numerous people devote their lives to chess, 
but nobody ever fully uncovers all of its secrets. 
One of the game’s subtleties is the ‘floating 
value’ of the pieces, i.e. in every position, the 
value of a given piece can vary from a mini- 
mum to a maximum. At such moments, there is 
a disparity between the permanent value of the 
pieces and their combined effectiveness at the 
given moment. Such ‘chameleon’ effects can 
deceive players of all levels. Even if one ex- 
changes an overpriced rook for an under-valued 
bishop, this does not always guarantee success 
on the chessboard stock market. 

Thus 32...Éxd6!! is a favourable transaction 
here. After 33 958+ 4217 34 Wxd6 Әсі! F 


SOLUTIONS FOR ‘MAKE A MOVE’ 31 


Black’s idea is shown by the line 35 We5?! 
Wxf2+! 36 42х12 Ad3+ 37 Фез AxeS 38 4хе5 
£26 39 504 &f5 40 ©хс4 Фхе5 41 45 25 42 
Фаб $8245 43 “ха? “сб —+ — now he reaps the 
dividend! 

The game itself was less profitable for Black: 

32.517? 33 4с5 Бов 34 Weds 

Forced. 

34...Чхе4 35 fxe4 Acl 36 АҒ?! De2+ 37 
Фе2 Zxc3 38 45 Axed 

38...\ха4 39 dxe6 Ac5 40 е7 Ac6 41 2d6 
a5 42 А8 Exf8 43 exf8Vl Axf8 44 Q.xf8 is un- 
clear. 

39 dxe6 @р5 

39... 96 40 Hxa7 4215 41 &d4 хеб 42 
S xb6 gives White counterplay. 

40 Жха7 Axe6 41 Xb7 Dc5 42 Exb6 (D) 
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42...Ке8? 

Black should prefer 42...\а3! 43 Éb5 (only 
move) 43...Де8 44 2al Не2+ 45 #3 ЩҺ2 46 
23 Ha2 47 #44 Мха4 48 Eb7 F. 

43 %44 \ха4? 

An error, although after 43...63 44 2f2 
White has counterplay. 

44 НЬ7 &g6 45 Бхр7+ 15 46 Ес7 c3 12-1 


6) 

In such positions, the c5-knight is the key 
piece, so Black's next move is entirely logical, 
as it guarantees the knight an ‘eternal’ outpost. 

25...25! + 26 We3 hxg3 27 Wxe3 

The attempt to break the blockade by 27 f4?! 
fails: 27...gxf4 28 Wxf4 ZgG 29 ҰУхр3 Wes +. 

27...1f6 28 Без 2182! 

The idea, on a full board, of marching the 
king across from one flank to another was 


common in the games of Tigran Petrosian. 
Unfortunately, in this case the journey would 
have been more like the Paris-Dakar rally than 
a comfortable tourist trip if had White reacted 
correctly. Black should prefer 28...£.¢8!? F or 
28...57! 29 De2 cd F. 

29 b4! c4 30 &\е2? 

It was essential to disrupt the black king's in- 
tended new home by 30 a4! «c7 31 axb5 axb5 
32 AxbS Hh8 33 f3 Ha2 34 Не2, when White 
has definite counterplay. 

30...%2е7 31 Ad4 Éh8 32 Af5+ <247 33 c3 
%с7 34 We3 2.08! 35 f3 @х[5 36 exf5 {7х[5 37 
Ка4 171?! 

Better is 37... Аһб with the idea ...Хаһ8. 

38 l/xg5 Хар8 39 We7+ <2с8 40 Xd2?! 

The last chance for White to make a fight of 
it was 40 Bh4 Ахр2-! 41 &xg2 {152+ 42 &h1 
ne 43 Wxh4 Y7xc3 44 2h3+ 2347 45 {424 


ore .Éh12! 41 Xxh1 Yxfl+ 42 Sçh2 Rh8+ 
43 <р3 Wel+ 44 ДГ2 Хр8+ 0-1 


7) 

The black army was taken completely by 
surprise, by the appearance in its ranks of the 
Trojan horse. 

14 Ded! + fxe5 

If the sacrifice is not accepted, the knight 
will prove extremely intrusive: 14...f5 15 Ag3! 
h4 16 255 with the idea of 17 24. 

15 fxe5 dxe4 16 хе4 295+ 17 #711 %47 
18 Аха?! 

‘Inviting’ the king to come for а royal walk- 
about. 

18... 2х47 19 Hdl+ dc7? 

It is polite to come out to greet guests, but it 
would be better to stay indoors on this occa- 
sion: 19...%e8 20 Hxd8+ Hxd8 21 Wc6+ 4218 
22 хаб +. 

20 Exd8 Кахд8 21 3 +- %47 22 Wc6+ 
<е7 23 \с5+ 1-0 


8) 

15 с5! + 

Knocking out the support from under the 
black knight and suddenly exposing the bishop 
on d7 to attack. 

15...2e6?! 

Not the most critical continuation, although 
it takes a computer to come up with 15...dxc5 
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1614! c6! (only this move; worse is 16... ер4 
17 е5 215 18 exf6 сав 19 Ads Wxd2 20 
Bxe7+ 4218 21 fxg7+ Әхе7 22 @х42 &xc2 23 
$х24 2xbl 24 Bel+! +—) 17 e5 915! 18 exf6 
exf6!. This is a most interesting position; de- 
spite having an extra piece and the move, White 
must enter the forcing variation 19 ДЫс1 Ас48 
20 0345 Wxd2 21 Exd2 #хс2 22 Исхс2 Éxd5 
23 Éxd5 Ab4 24 Наа2 Axc2 25 Фхс5 +, 
where it is Black who has an extra pawn, but 
also still many problems. 

16 схаб exd6 17 хаб 2/47 

17... f8 18 “742 +; 17...Хей8 18 964 +. 

18 #4 1127 19 Ad4 @[8 

Or: 19...204 20 &хс4 Ф\хс4 (20...Wxc4 21 
Wxb7 +) 21 23495 +; 19...Ac6 20 Axe6 хеб 
(20...fxe6 21 Wd6 +) 21 ЪЗ +. 

20 \хеб fxe6 21 Wb3 b5 22 ФҺ1 %с5 23 
$14! 156 24 a4 2e3? 

24...64 25 a5! Wxa5 (25...Wb7 26 Dad) 26 
Hal. 

25 Dd5! 

The decisive blow. 

1-0 


9) 

15...2)c6! 

Bringing the last reserves into play, and at 
the same time setting up a threat. Not 15...c3? 
16 Wxc3 Wxf5 17 Wxc5 Afd7 18 e4 +. 

16 bxc 44 17 Ab3 Ab4 18 Wb1 © xb6! 19 
Dbxd4 

19 Ad2 %а5! F. 

19...exd4 20 V/xb4 Wxf5 —+ 21 0-0 

21 Wxb6 &xg2 22 Bel Ad7 23 Wxd4 Wxf2+ 
24 $42 216 —+. 

21...2d7 22 c5 

Or 22 exd4 We4 —+. 

- 22..хс5 23 Яхс5 $ xc5 0-1 


10) 

In such a pawn-structure, the exchange of 
dark-squared bishops favours Black, because 
White will feel the draught on the dark squares. 

18...2 b2! 19 Xc2 $33 20 Хса2 &c5 21 h3 
Wb6 22 &f2 

22 &xc5 dxc5! 23 е5 Hfd8 24 Exd8+ Hxd8 
25 Exd84- Wxd8 F. 

22...a5! 23.2c2 Vi b4 24 Gh2 Ҹаз 25 851 
a4 

and Black went on to win. 


11) 

White's position appears very strong, but a 
closer look reveals his Achilles' Heel. 

19...2Xxe5!! 20 хеб Фхе5 21 Qxed &xb2 
22 2c2 2 xal 23 Нха1 Наб 

Black's extra material enabled him to win 
the game. 


12) 

27..£3! + 

Creating a second weakness. However, do 
not be in a hurry to finish this example, as this is 
only the prelude — the full story is still to come! 

28241?! 

28 h3 fxg2 29 $xg2 %е5. 

28...45 

Black continues to press in all three areas 
of the board: queenside, kingside and centre! 
28...Ёс4!9 is another possibility. 

29 &xf3 dxed! 

Avoiding 29...2xf3 30 Axf3 Hxc3 31 Exc3 
Hxc3 32 {9 ха5! Wxd5 33 ех45 Их1377 34 Mel! 
+: 

30 “Ухе4 (D) 


30... 7 xd4! 

30...2 xd4 31 %хһ5. 

31 Wxd4 $xd4 32 &xh5 $xc3 33 Нађа 
&xb4 34 Ёхс7 Hxc7 

Black is a clear pawn up, although the game 
eventually ended in a draw. 


13) 

The obvious idea is to move the rook and dis- 
cover an attack on the black queen, but it is 
well-known in chess that the threat is often 
stronger than its execution. Therefore, White 
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first adds а pin of the f7-rook to the mix, and 
this enhanced mechanism does the job! 

21 Axd5! exd5 

21...21c4?1 22 &\е7+ Xxe7 23 {948+ 18 24 
Хаз! &f6 25 \9х18+ %х18 26 Bcl! Ab6 27 
їз Фе7 28 Éxf6 doxt6 29 Éf14- +. 

22 Wxd5! (D) 
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1777; 
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22...%,472 

22...8xg4! 23 КИ Wxb2 24 Мхе5 хе5 25 
VYxf7+ &h7 26 ЧУхЬ7 Ес8 27 Яха7 Éc2 +. 

23 Ехе5 \УхЬ2 24 НИ V/xg2 

24.. У!хе5 is preferable. 

25 Фхр2 сб 26 (хеб bxc6 27 Exf7 2xe5 
28 Це? + 

White nets a pawn, and he went on to win ће 
ending. 


14) 

This game was incorrectly evaluated in sev- 
eral chess publications. Various players ana- 
lysed it in magazines and theoretical bulletins 
(not surprisingly, because it was of some theo- 
retical interest), all of whom deluded their read- 
ers. Influenced by the fact that White has an 
extra exchange and went on to win the game, 
they failed to realize that only Black can have 
pretensions to an advantage in this position. 
And although Winston Churchill wrote that 
"Justice is the eternal prerogative of the victori- 
ous”, one must give Bologan his due, as the 
only person who was not fooled by the events in 
the game. 

24... We6? 

This puts the queen on a more active, but less 
useful square. 24...¥%d6! F is correct. This is the 
best post, from where the queen eyes the squares 


b4, 44 and f4. Despite his extra material, White 
has no good plan and is therefore strategically 
WOrSe. 

25 ИЋП 

White now has counterplay. 

25...h6 26 1782 a5 27 £41? (D) 


7. 


22. 
2 


Seizing the momentary chance to free his 
pieces. 

27...2.xe4 28 We2 ХҮсб 

28...4d5!? 29 Нас! 215 30 ХУхе5 WYc6 31 
Wxd4 Wxc2+ 32 Gal Нев is unclear. 

29 Нае1 215 30 fxe5 Ис8 31 412 VWe3 32 
Hxf5 

The only move. 

32...gxf5 33 еб Ас8 34 е7 = 

Although the game is equal at this point, it 
ended in victory for White. 


15) 

Given the apparently exposed position of 
the white king, opening the centre appears 
horrible. But in this particular situation, it is 
the only practical decision. Any delay could 
prove fatal, since even one tempo will allow 
Black to consolidate his position. By exploit- 
ing the overload of the knight and pawn, which 
must control the e5-square, White succeeds in 
breaking through. 

20 e5! + Нев 

Forced. 

21 exd6! 

21 #хс5? dxc5 22 еб Ехеб 23 хеб fxe6 24 
7+ &f8 25 Df4 944+ is unclear. 

21...Éxe3 

Again, Black has no choice. 

22 Axe3 2 xf6 23 945! 
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23 9312 844 24 Над! +. 

23...8.84 24 Ef3! Wh4 

An amusing variation follows after 24...2Ye5 
(D). 


и. З. 
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White now walks into two knight forks: 25 
Wxd4! Axf3+ 26 &xf3 Axb3 27 Wes! Axal 
28 245 +—. 

25 hi Ad3 

25...Rf8 26 Жан] +-; 25...2xe3 26 Wxf7+ 
ФҺ8 27 ЁЗ 4—. 

26 WY xf7+ &h8 27 d7! Ades 

27...ӛхе3 28 We8+ №27 29 Bf7+ &h6 30 
Wrxe3+ 4—. 

28 We8+ 807 29 Hh3 Wg5 30 3! 4— 
43 

Or: 30.. U/xe3 31 VIxb8! +—; 30...8хеЗ 31 
&xc6 Axc6 32 хез 45+ 33 Wf3 Wxd7 34 
Хат We7 35 Wc3+ &g8 36 Мез +—. 

31 4794 h5 32 %хс6 bxc6 33 243 Was 

33...Чхр4 34 Bxd3 4—. 

34 Бай Af2+ 

34...hxg4 35 WE7+ Wxf7 36 Щхї7+ 28 37 
{8+ Bxf8 38 Bxf8+ Sxf8 39 98+ +-. 

35 Hixf2 2xf2 36 We7+ dh8 37 6+ 
$287 38 WE7+ 1-0 


16) 

In sport, only he who can find the strength to 
face danger, will achieve success. The best con- 
tinuation is the resolute 23 еЗ! Ad6 24 54! 
dxe3 25 4944! exf2+ 26  хҒ2 16 27 Wxe5! fxe5 
28 еб+ $f6 29 Axd8 Еха8 +. Instead, there 
followed... 

23 Db3?! 2346 24 WE 

24 954 Wd7! 25 Wxd4 16 gives Black com- 
pensation. 


24...25 25 #02 

Or 25 {#43 е5 26 e3 ЁҺ5 27 exd4 е4. 

25...е5 26 945 Eb8 27 Хсб Bb6 28 Нас1 
Wf6! 29 Exb6 axb6 30 21 Kh5 31 Есі {9151 
32 Wxd6?? 

32 2242 Wh3 33 Wg2 Wee. 

32... Yea! 0-1 


17) 

The author of many new ideas in various 
openings, Grandmaster Nataf did not expect to 
fall into a trap himself, as early as move 13, and 
with the white pieces! 

13...Agal! F 

A beautiful and far from obvious move. 

14 hxg4 

This may be the losing move, but any fighter 
will prefer to fight and perhaps die quickly, 
rather than suffer for hours in a position with no 
chances, such as he would get after 14 e5!? 
Axe5 15 214 2d6 F. 

14...hxg4 15 е5 f5! (D) — 
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An important move, which had to be fore- 
seen. 

16 g3 

Or: 16 2e3 25 17 &xc5 (17 f4 g3 –+) 
17.. 97 —+; 16 Еа1 #7! 17 192 23 18 Wg5 
&xf24 19 $1 BhS 20 Wf4 Bhi+ 21 Фе2 
Wh5+ 22 ИЗ Wxf3+ 23 gxf3 Ёха1 24 Фха1 
g2—+. 

16...17 17 2g5 Wh5 18 $14 25 19 2.xf5 
exf5 20 V/c4 gxh4 21 9хс5 2 b7 22 Wd6 Хћб 
23 еб Кав 24 \с7 hxg3 0-1 


18) 
18 b4! 
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Seizing space. 

18...0-0 

18...®хЫ4 19 Rabi Y7a5 (19...19 а3 20 Eb3 
$915 21 Efb1 0-0 22 А67 1748 23 cxd5 exd5 24 
[5 +) 20 @Ъ6 {923 21 ЕЕЗ +. 

19 ЌаЬ1 Éfb8 20 Д632 

Too slow. White should play the more ener- 
getic 20 c5! + 9с7 21 a4. 

20...78 

Black now has counterplay against the inad- 
equately-defended b4-pawn. 

21 Wc3 a5! 22 bxa5 c5 23 d2 44 24 921 
2,26 25 АҒЫ 988 26 &gl /:-/; 


19) 

White should seize his chance with 29 &xf5!! 
A.xf5 30 Rf4 $225 (30...e6 31 24 +) 31 g3 and 
even an SOS signal cannot save Black from the 
threat of 32 Exf5--! followed by 33 @%е4+ and 
3 б\х{5. 

Instead there followed 29 De2? 46 30 
“УЗ and the opportunity had gone. 


20) 

In sharp positions, the value of the move is 
considerable. Here White dallied: 

13 Ab3? 

He failed to notice the beautiful tactical pos- 
sibility 13 Zxd5!! Axd5 14 245! Hed 15 {965 
AXÍ5 16 Ах45 аб 17 Wxa5 Wxa5 18 Bxa5 +. 

13...Ac4 

This is forced. Not 13...4\х63%! 14 @xd5! +. 

14 Axd5 Axb2 15 Axf6+ 2xf6 16 Exd8 
^ad 17 Ахс8 Ахс8 = 

Having missed his chance, White now has 
no advantage. 


21) 

At first glance, White has a solid position, 
but imaginative thinking reveals the best way to 
sharpen the play: 

20....2.24! 

An unexpected way to include the bishop in 
the game. 

21 fxg4 Wd5 22 h4 Dh3+ 23 &h2 Axf2 24 
“eT 997 25 Dxe8?! 

It was more logical to force the rook to return 
to the corner by 25 Axa8 &\ха1 26 &ха1 Bxa8 
27 b4 with an unclear position. 

25...Ёхе8 

White now decided (о be greedy: 


26 Есі? 

An objectively preferable continuation was 
26 2£3 Dxd1 27 YWxdl е5 F. After the erro- 
neous text-move, however, his opponent com- 
mitted hara-kiri: 

26...Ёхе2?? 4— 

After the strongest move 26...4e3! —+ even 
the extra exchange would not have led to any 
extra points in the tournament table. Following 
his actual choice, his attack misses its target, 
and White soon won. 


22) 

It is often claimed that chess is a mixture of 
science, sport and art. In our view, if one takes 
the actual process of working over the board, 
then it is more sport than anything else, even if 
the IOC does not agree and refuses to allow in- 
tellectual sports into its Games. There is little 
art involved, unfortunately — only isolated frag- 
ments of games by great players, and, occasion- 
ally, by lesser mortals too. Science is more 
likely to be involved when one is working in the 
calm of one’s own study. The next move was 
born on a date significantly earlier than that on 
which the game was played — it was all worked 
out at home! So in this case we can claim to 
have applied a scientific method, with a dash of 
art thrown in. 

11 хеб! (D) 
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11..ХУхеб! 

Not: 11...fxe6? 12 Wh5+ 26 (12...248 13 
0-0-0 #16 14 WET +—) 13 ёхвб+ &хаб 14 
Wxg6+ Фет 15 Aed +-; 11...2xd3? 12 &\х{8 
{964+ (12...8хЕ8 13 cxd3 +) 13 Жаз! Wxd2+ 
14 &xd2 €$c4 15 &c5 +. 
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12 $xh7 Exh7 13 V/d3 0462! 

We would prefer 13...Éh8 with unclear play. 

14 0-0-0 Zibd7 15 #44! 0-0-0 

Black's moves are forced. 

16 2xf6 Wxf6 17 Vxh7 $.a3? 

17...26! 18 Ded Wf4+ 19 242 WE! 20 c3 
9.57 21 Ded 94+ 22 Ad2 = (22 #4277 &М6 
—+). 

18 c3! € рб 19 Sb1! Eh8 20 Hed We5 21 
Wxf7 Wxe4+ 22 bal We7 23 Wxg6 Qc5 24 
Дһе1 U/f6 25 Wed + WE7 26 Xe5! $b6 27 h5 
Фсє7 28 515 Wes 29 906! +— We2 30 t7d64- 
1-0 


23) 

Would you like to see the most attacking 
move in this position? Be our guest! 

22 11! (D) 
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It is very difficult to find such retreating 
moves in a sharp position. It is a deep and very 
strong move, one of the most subtle in this 
book. If you don’t believe so, consult your sili- 
con friend. It will confirm that there are threats 
to capture on еЗ and 25. 

22... 414 23 hxg5 2e6! 

Seeking activity is the correct decision for 
Black. 23... xg5? is quite hopeless: 24 4d6 
Wxfl 25 Нах! Неб 26 f4 4—. 

24 2346! 

Not falling for 24 gxf62? $xc4 25 На?! 
Wxd7! 26 Wxc4 2h6 =. 

24...Ча4 25 c4 Ags 

Other moves also do not bring success: 
25...2xd6 26 Exd6! &хс4 27 Wb1 Ags 28 
44! 4— or 25...2xg5 26 f4! 2h6 27 £5 $.£7 28 
A\xe8! 8.хс4 29 “Ухс4 Yxc4 30 Dxf6 +. 


26 143 +— Бе? 27 Wee Was 28 Axb7 
Exb7 29 Wxe6 Xxb2 

This move is forced. 

30 Wc8+ 7 31 26+ Фхрб 32 04+ 205 
33 ©хЬ2 16+ 34 al 256 35 Wh5+ 26 36 
Е45 2145 37 14 1-0 


100 Graded Examples 


1) 

When playing against one of the top players 
in the world, it is important not to get too hung 
up about the result, and simply to enjoy the pro- 
cess and try to play it like any other game and 
do your best. We are reminded of an anecdote. 
During a great flood, a man finds himself sink- 
ing in the waters. Being very religious, he starts 
to pray to be saved. After a while, a boat comes 
along and offers to pick him up, but he refuses, 
saying “I do not need any outside help; God 
will save me.” Some time later, when the waters 
are round his shoulders, another boat comes 
along, but again he refuses their help. Finally, 
with the waters almost round his ears, he turns 
away a third boat. But no miracle occurs, and he 
drowns. When he reaches Heaven, he sees God 
and asks “Why didn’t You hear my prayers?” 
God replies “What do you mean, I sent three 
boats to save you!” 

Here, the young player of the white pieces so 
much wanted to make some kind of result, but 
not believing in the possibility of winning, that 
he hurried to force a draw, thereby missing an- 
other boat! 

53 Wg4+?? 

The win was there for the taking by 53 He6!! 
24+ (53...@\хеб 54 Wh7#) 54 fxg4+ Фр5 55 
Wd5+ df4 56 We4+ Фр5 57 Beet. 

53...2h6 54 f4 Wc3+ 55 Gh2 {942+ 56 $21 
Wel+ 57 $h2 Wd2+ 58 &gl Wel+ 59 ФҺ2 
Wd2+ 2-12 


2) 

“The position changes with every move, and 
the ability to appreciate each little change, and 
its effects on the assessment of the position and 
on concrete calculation of variations, is the 
highest form of chess art” (Smyslov). There is 
nothing more to say, other than to present a 
small example. 

10 Abo! We6 
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10...®/хЫ3+ 11 axb3 +-. 

11 Axa8 +- 

The fact that Smyslov in fact failed to win 
from this position reminds us that vigilance is 
necessary no matter how large our advantage 
may be. 


3) 

If one describes the events of this game in 
military terms, then it amounts to a case of in- 
subordination. Such far-reaching pieces as rooks 
ure not usually expected to carry out the sole 
function of defending their own bishops. But 
here the punishment is not a spell in the glass- 
house, but defeat on the board. 

24...b5!! 0-1 

25 cxb6 (25 Bb4 a5 —+) 25... xc4! 26 bxa7 
(26 Ехе4 Éxb6 —+) 26... xb1! —+. 


4) 

The battle between attack and defence is an 
eternal one. In soccer, it is seen as the Brazilian 
style versus the Italian. In chess, one thinks of 
Tal versus Petrosian. Which is more important, 
ће initiative or material? In this case, the extra 
pawn does not help Black very much. Although 
аѕ Korchnoi has said, "A player's style should 
match his character and preferences". 

27 13! Не8 

27...Af6 28 Éxd6! cxd6 29 De7+ +-. 

28 fxe4 4— 

White naturally went on to win with his extra 
piece. 


5) 

It is well-known that it is generally not a 
vood idea to walk into a pin. An experienced 
player will usually be careful not to do so. But 
every rule has its exceptions, and finding them 


is what we mean by originality. 
22... ]d6! 0-1 


6) 

"Rubinstein was the first player to take ac- 
«eunt of pawn dynamics, and the relationship 
between pawns attacking one another. Not un- 
derstanding this, masters before Rubinstein too 
readily liquidated the pawn tension, or allowed 
и to be resolved unfavourably.” (Lasker). Yes, 
at the start of the 20th century, players were 
more interested in correct play, whereas at the 


start of the 215% the focus is more on finding 
exceptions to the gencral rules — something 
more akin to ‘My anti-system'. 

15 dxc5! bxc5 

After 15... Y7xc5!? White must modify the 
theme of the combination: 16 4! (16 c4? 
4\7 +) 16...26 17 c4! 4—. 

16 c4! Ab4 17 246! 1-0 


7) 

Grishchuk's pieces defend cach other reli- 
ably and it looks impossible to break the chain. 

16...Axc2! 

Destroying the harmony in White’s camp. 

17 54? 

Not 17 &\хс27? 3+! -+, but the best 
chance is 17 хеб Wxe3 18 945 ХУха2 19 
Кх42 53 +. 

17...Axe3 18 Wxe3 @р6 19 24/3 У/хе3+ 20 
Hxe3 аб 21 a4 De7 —+ 

Black has a clear extra pawn. 


8) 

Experienced players try to place their pieces 
so that they perform more than one function, si- 
multancously controlling important points, cre- 
ating threats, and covering weaknesses. But 
sometimes, the burden of such multi-function- 
ality becomes too much for one poor piece, in 
which case we talk of it being overloaded. In 
this example, the e3-pawn cracks under the 
weight of the responsibilities of protecting the 
f4-pawn, the d4-square, and the a7-g1 diagonal. 

17... Ixf4!! 

“It’s all too much for те!", the poor pawn 
cries. 

18 Ахр7-!? 

18 exf4 Ad4+ 19 $211 Axb3 —+. 

18... S h8! F 

Not 18..2xg7?? 19 &2c3+! +-. 

The accurate text-move leaves White in deep 
trouble, and Black duly went on to win. 


9) 

Whatan interesting position! The minor pieces 
on е4 and е5 are both under attack from enemy 
pawns, a rare sight indeed. But there is a big 
difference between these symmetrical pieces. 
Whereas the white knight on e4 is just attacked, 
the black bishop on e5 also has to defend the 
rook on c7. It is White's move, and the chance 
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to be the first to start active operations is always 
of great importance in such symmetrical posi- 
tions. One feels that a decisive breakthrough is 
near. 

23 ATG! S.xf6 

23...gxf6 24 Éxc7 4—. 

24 Éxc7 2xh4 25 Hgxg7 We4+ 26 “Әрі 1-0 


10) 

Black’s pawn-structure resembles the Gor- 
dian Knot. It can be cut in the manner of Alex- 
ander the Great. 

15 е4! +— 2xb2 

15...fxe4 16 Axed dxe4 17 Җхе4 Ad7 18 £4! 
+-. 

16 Wxb2+ <2р8 17 еха5 1127 18 2с4 927 
19 Чхр7+ Sxe7 20 Ad6 Хаб 21 dxc6 bxc6 22 
&xc6 Bb8 23 a3 1-0 


11) 

One cannot but be struck by the courteous 
cooperation of the white pieces. First the bishop 
is allowed to sacrifice itself, then the knight 
closes the al-h8 diagonal in order to allow the 
queen to g4, and then the rook on h5 awaits his 
turn. 

24 $.xg7! &xg7 25 Ad4 Же1+ 

25..19с4 26 424+ %18 (26... 2Һ7 27 Ёхһб+! 
&xh6 28 23f5+ d&h7 29 We7#) 27 De6+ +-. 

26 Wxel Axel 27 :\хЬ5 ахЬ5 28 Exel 
&xb4 29 Éb1 2xa5 30 АхҺ5 +- 

White’s material advantage soon prevailed. 


12) 

“All rook endings are drawn”, according toa 
common piece of chess folklore. We decided to 
distrust emotion and check the figures, compar- 
ing the percentages of draws in different types 
of endings, using a database of more than three 
million games. The results were very surpris- 
ing. Bishop endings turned out to be the most 
drawish, with 47%. Second place went to queen 
endings on 43%. Even more surprising was the 
third place for knight endings, at 40%. And the 
notorious rook endings came only second-last 
at 38%, with pawn endings naturally turning 
out to be the least drawish at 27%. After seeing 
this example, one will be less surprised. 

S8...g4!! 0-1 

59 Ёхһ5 &g7! 60 &xg4 Нез —+ and the d6- 
pawn proudly ascends its pedestal. 


13) 

One gets the impression that the knight оп 45` 
will be the first piece to leave the board, and will 
never bring any benefit to the rest of the black 
pieces. But, as they say, "Never say never". 
Miracles happen in chess too. The game lasted 
just 13 moves more and it was this very knight 
that administered the final blow. 

23... 134-1! 

23...Әх14? 24 exd5 сха5 25 Мхе8+ &xe8 26 
Яха5+ 18 +. 

24 &xf3 Axf4+ 25 Ф 03 Efxe4 26 Нхе4 
Ахед 27 ІЗ He2 28 c4 bxc4 29 2 xc4 Hxb2 30 
хаб 25! 31 a4 5907! 32 a5 214 33 2,11 9206 
34 h4 <5 35 аб 965+ 14-1 


14) 

Prophylaxis is usually employed in defence 
and only rarely in attack. We would like to coin 
а new term for this — ‘aggressive prophylaxis’. 


20 g4!! (D) 
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Simply preventing the knight from reaching 
f5. There is no good defence against the mating . 
threats. 

20...16 

20...15? 21 Wh6 fxe4 22 4\р5 and mate іп 
two. 

21 Wh6 227 22 Aegs! fxg5 23 Dxg5 е8 
24 Axf7 Ф?х{7 25 Wxh7+ 497 26 Heb +- 

Black is hopelessly tied up and the game was 
soon over. 


15) 

Recently, the book Ataka v silnom punkte 
(Attacking the strong point), by the famous an- 
alyst Igor Zaitsev, was published. This is its 
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quintessence: “I came to the overall impression 
that a well-planned attack against the strongest 
point is one of the most fundamental and effec- 
tive instruments in strategy.” We agree whole- 
heartedly. 

18 c5! Adxc5 | 

18... аҺ8 19 cxd6 exd6 20 dxc6 Axc6 21 
хаб +-. 

19 4! 2347 20 dxc6 Хасв 21 4\45! +— 


16) 

The express pawn оп сб appears to have а 
clear route to its terminus. 

32... Q g3!! 

Lowering the barrier. The way is closed for 
the pawn. 

33 hxg3 

White must accept a draw, because of per- 
petual check in various lines, such as 33 ХУс5-- 
Sf7 34 hxg3 Wh3+ 35 $h2 Wrl+ 36 Wgl 
WE3+ 37 Wg2 Wdl+ 38 рі 15+ = or 33 
Wd8+ dof7 34 Wd7+ 16 35 hxg3 113+ 36 
Xh2 We2+ 37 53 + 38 4212 (not 38 
$642? 25+ 39 d»g4 h5+! 40 &xh5 ҰҰҒ3- 41 
Wed Whi+ —+) 38... We2+ =. 


15-15 


17) 

“T see a fantastic tactician, and the rest (posi- 
tional understanding, endgame technique) will 
come with time." (Danailov about Carlsen). 
Our choice of topics for this book shows that 
we agree with the well-known chess manager, 
though we would add that some work must be 
done to ensure that the rest “comes with time". 

22 Axf6!! &xf6 23 Axd6+! Фе7 

23... Wxd6? 24 ХҮхе3 4—. 

24 Exc6 ҰҮхс6 25 Wxe3 c7 26 16+ <288 27 
Wd3+ Sc8 28 2d5 + 

However, Carlsen lost control of the position 
and the game ended in a draw. 


18) 

This example is extremely instructive. The 
key point is not the beautiful mating-net that 
White creates, but its reason, what it is that 
brings it about. It is all because Black lost his 
feeling of objectivity, and overestimated the 
strength of his own ‘counterplay’. Not surpris- 
ingly, the black king cannot cope on his own 
with all the enemy forces which surround him. 


Such mistakes are very typical and unfortu- 
nately, for those who are prone to them, they 
occur again and again. This example will teach 
you the important lesson that he who loses his 
objectivity will also lose the game. Completely 
eliminating the problem of lack of objectivity 
in one’s play is almost impossible, but it is cer- 
tainly possible to reduce it to a minimum. We 
shall be pleased if this example helps the reader 
to look at positions through neutral eyes. 
48 41411 (D) 
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48...Де1 

48..exf2 49 %с8! 25+ 50 hxg5+ 26 51 
SESH. 

49 25+ Феб 50 Soxe3 1-0 


19) 

There are times when the pieces just cry out 
for a combination, and one can hardly fail to 
hear them. But equally, tactical blows often 
turn up seemingly from nowhere, like a rain- 
bow from a cloudless sky. 

26 %хаб!! Da5 

26...bxa6 27 {хсб! Wxc6 28 Bb8+ &f8 29 
Rh6 4—. 

27 911 218 28 g3 +- 

Leko defended doggedly, but White won 31 
moves later. 


20) 

Alexander Alekhine advised as to the correct 
positioning of queen and rook on a file. In his 
opinion, the rook should stand in front, and the 
queen behind. This is without doubt generally 
more important as an aspect of positional play, 
but it also plays its part in this example too. 
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25 Axf7!! 046 

25...8xf7 26 63+! &18 (26...с4 27 Де7+ 
$28 28 1003 26 29 Wc3 +-) 27 He7 c4 28 We3 
T-. 

26 26+! ФҺ8 

26...gxh6 27 We6+ %27 28 We7+ #26 29 
Кеб 4—. 

27 We6 Ұ745 28 VI xd5 &\ха5 29 47 1-0 


21) 
32 ӛхеб!! (D) 
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32...%хеб 

32...2x25 33 &xc8 +–; 32...fxe6 33 ЖЬ7+ 
+-. 

33 Ићб #28! 34 Bxf6+ Фе5 35 9.14 

35 ДЕ5+! @xe4 36 24! Ес4 37 Hel 43 38 
845+ %с2 39 Hd2#. 

35...2.c4 36 #15+ 

36 Efxd6! Феб (36...2xa2 37 9.23+ xed 
38 Hel+ #15 39 Be5+ <р4 40 Bd4#) 37 5644 
+=, 

36...&еб 37 b3 +— 

It was only due to White's later errors that 
Black managed to draw from this position. 

We are sure that this position will not have 
been too difficult to solve. The key move is cer- 
tainly beautiful, but not very complicated. You 
are probably wondering how a player of Mala- 
khov's class, in a position with relatively little 
material, could allow such a blow. We suspect 
that it is because he was absolutely confident 
that the apparent strongpoint at e6 could not 
possibly become the object of a successful at- 
tack. But it is exactly such prejudices which of- 
ten detract from the level of one's play. This is 
an excellent example, which we hope will teach 


you to evaluate every position in concrete terms, 
and that this in turn will help you avoid similar 
mistakes. 


22) 

The presence of the bishop-pair and pawn- 
centre suggest that an interesting and prolonged 
positional struggle is in prospect. However, with 
his next move, Yuri Kruppa destroys all illu- 
sions. 

12...Ad7! 13 45 DAb6 14 Y7b3 2d7 + 

From now on, only one player will enjoy the 
game. White faces a difficult defence, which 
turned out not to be a very long one. 


23) 

The assault on the king's fortress does not 
take long. The walls crumble at the first blow. 

14 Axb5!! c8 

14..axb5 15 Was! Нев 16 $xb5 Yjc7 17 
Wa7+ &c8 18 &xd7+ 4—. 

15 44 Яс7 16 \е2 e5 17 Ab3 a5 18 аб 
%с6 19 2b5 257 20 2d2 2b4 21 c3 2e7 22 
c4 &b4 23 2.xb4 axb4 24 $992 1-0 


24) 

30 На5!! 1-0 

30...Wxd5 (30...Wf4 31 Еха5 +—) 31 We8+ 
ФҺ7 32 6+! gx(6 33 Wxf7#. 

“Perfection is achieved not when nothing 
can be added, but when nothing can be taken 
away.” — Saint-Exupéry, Planet of People. 


25) 

It has been said that those closest to one are 
not always those most devoted. Here, the whole 
of Polgar’s attack is based on the unwilling sup- 
port of Black’s own pieces. 

14 24! 

14 &xa8? g4 15 е2 (15 Aes? $g5 -+) 
15...gxf3 16 &xf3 is unclear. 

14...5Һ8 15 h4 26 16 hxg5+ $g7 17 Wf4 
&b7 18 ЕҺ7-! &xh7 19 Wh2+ $g8 20 Ahi 
&xg54 21 Axgs Yxg5+ 22 £4 VIxf44- 23 Wxf4 
ӛхе4 24 9хе4 1-0 


26) 

As they say, there’s no place like home. And 
certainly, a homeless king in the centre of the 
board feels like an orphan in a storm. 
| 25 Wd7!! +- 
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White must certainly avoid 25 £3? We7! F, 
while 25 c5 V/d8 26 213 + is a good deal less 
incisive than the text-move. 

25... 2xe24- 

White wins after 25.. 715 26 {4+ 5216 27 
Wd4+ or 25...25 26 1143. 

26 “гі Ad4 

26...Ac3 27 (4+ 5915 28 Х943-- 24 29 h3+ 
5 30 238, 

27 с7+ 5 28 1114+ 9206 29 %с4- ALS 
30 24 1-0 


27) 

Black is counting on a draw in the ending 
with opposite-coloured bishops, but White’s 
intentions are anything but pacific. 

1 b6!! axb6 2 2755 ез 3 Axd4 ®\хр2 4 
2 + 


28) 

Even when defending against the enemy’s 
threats, one should not miss the chance of a de- 
coying move, i.e. one should not allow him to 
concentrate fully on the attack. 

30...94822 

The solution is 30...23! 31 2g5 (31 Wxf7 
We7 —+; 31 Hdl 3 32 225 Др7 33 %һ6 
Ёср8 —+) 31...Ёр7! -+. 

31 918! 2h4 32 Дхһ4 V/xh4 33 V/xh4 
Есхі8 34 116+ Ар7 35 Ар1 Afp8 36 h4 h5 37 
Xg5 1-0 


29) 

After great success, Gata Kamsky suddenly 
walked away from chess for a prolonged pe- 
riod. One can draw a comparison with the 
queen on h3, which has abandoned its king. 
For full success, White needs also to draw off 
the other remaining defender of the black 
king, namely the bishop on f8. In the present 
case, the black queen not only stands passively 
in defending its king, but even gets in His Maj- 
esty's way, preventing him from fleeing the 
checks. 

54 We6+? 

The correct path is 54 2 d6!! %х46 (54...27 
55 &xc5 =) 55 We6+ №27 56 147+! = 67? 
57 g5+. 

54...5h7 55 Wd7+ $97 56 212 Wh4+ 57 
Фе2 196 + 

and Black soon won. 


Of course, one could speculate profoundly 
that the chess queen Caissa did not forgive 
Kamsky’s infidelity, but we prefer to say sim- 
ply that a strong player missed a strong move. 


30) 

Life would be little more than a boring rou- 
tine were it not punctuated continually by small 
surprises, both pleasant and unpleasant. In the 
same way, even a game which follows quiet po- 
sitional lines is not without many little tactical 
points. One must remain alert to such possibili- 
ties, and not pass them by. 

25 Ф\р5? 

25 24! Bhh8 (25...hxg3+? 26 Axg3 Éxh3 27 
Hxd4! Ах44 28 “5+ +-) 26 [5 +-, 

25...АҺһ8 26 Хаз еб 27 2\хеб «хеб 

27...fxe6 28 Bed +. 

28 са] £ 

Now White has only an ейде, and Kramnik 
was able to hold the draw. 


31) 

In this game, the youngsters battled with 
their pawns advanced in front of their kings. No 
doubt they had heard of the saying that it is the 
exception which proves the rule. 

28...g5!! (D) 


2 И 
W % ” ⁄ 
% 
; ЖАЙ 
Zu 4 
23 ; Ж 
tile Z И 2 tmm 
%%% ЖОСА 12213 А 
СОЮ: АУЕ: =s 7? 
% 2 2 
AG 5 H __ 
жи” "ру = Z 
7 7% UR 
29 hxg5 


Or: 29 He2!? Wxe4+ 30 Ахе4 45 F; worse 
is 29 gxf5? 84+ —+. 

29... Exg5 30 Wxd5+?! 

30 He2 is a better try. 

30...Ёхаѕ 31 &e4 Нс5 32 444 Xe84 33 
Фаз #45 34 Rf3 5917 35 Bhi рб 36 Есі 
dog5 37 Bh3 Фухр4 0-1 
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32) 

This illustrates the saying that once a knight 
gets to f5, it is time to give mate. 

41 Xxg5!! Éxe4 

41...fxg5 42 Axd6! Ех46 43 Wxe5+! Wxe5 
44 Ef8it. 

42 {е7 Dc4? 

A better try is 42...Ég4 43 Ахр4 Axed 44 
Wh4 926 45 ИМ 2е5 46 Ag3 НЕТ 47 Ded. 

43 23 јез 44 Kel Axf5 45 Ахе4 Wf8 46 
$924 Ихр7 47 hxg7+ Dxe7 48 ҰУ47 b5 49 Ее? 
1-0 


33) 

When Tal’s trainer, Aleksandrs Koblencs, 
was asked for his opinion on his charge’s posi- 
tion, he said that if Tal had an open line, he 
would give mate! This principle is clearly ap- 
plied in the present case also. 

26 Exh7!! &xh7 

26...2xh7 27 Df6+! &h8 28 <242 Хеб 29 
“\xh7 Sxh7 30 Hhi+ 808 (30... 26 31 Wxd3+ 
[5 32 gxf6+ &f7 33 Yd7+ +-) 31 ҺА 15 32 
Wh5 threatening 26. 

27 Sd2 Фед 28 13! 

28 Eh1+ &xhl 29 Wh4+ $g8 (29...86 30 
Af4+ Sf5 31 Wh3+) 30 Afet+ gxf6 31 хіб 
$927 32 2xg7 &xg7 33 Bxhl is also winning. 

28... xd5 

28...9.хЕЗ 29 Wh4+ Феб 30 Af4+ 4—. 

29 Hh1+ %р6 (D) 
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30 Wxd3+?? бей! 31 fxe4 Had8 32 %44 
He5! -+. 

30...®Лһ8 31 Ихћ8 Éxh8 32 7744! Hh2+ 33 
Фхаз 2.24+ 34 Sc3 Ме8? 35 Wd6+ 1-0 


з4) 

The ancient orator Cato said that, in order to 
speak well on a subject, one had to absorb its 
essence, and then the words would come of 
their own accord. The days of ancient Rome 
have passed, but the principle still applies, and 
it is interesting to see how it can be applied in 
many areas of life. Applying Cato’s words to 
the chessboard, we may say that if you pene- 
trate into the heart of the position, you will find 
the right move. In this case, it produces a virtu- 
ally winning move. Black's position is worse, 
of course, but hardly looks lost. But once one 
realizes that his whole fortress is held together 
by the knight on g5, everything becomes clear 
and one soon finds the correct move. 

28 Agi!! 

With the idea of exchanging the knight on 
£5, after which Black's position is indefensible. 

28..gxf5 29 gxf5 218 30 Ag6+ fxg6 31 
Hxh7 Zxh7 32 Ихћ7 Ée7 33 716+ Ар7 

33...6228 34 fxg6! %е8 35 Df3! +-. 

34 M3 %е8 35 @\р5 $17 36 Hh8+ <?е7 37 
@®h7 Exh7 38 18+ 5247 39 9с8+ 5246 40 
Hd8+ 1-0 


35) 

It is well-known that the queen is not the 
best blockader. But White does not have time 
to remove it and replace it with another piece. 
Therefore he leaves this task to the opponent, 
and gets on with other matters. 

21 2xf6!! 2b6 

21...2.xf6 22 Ах16! gxf6 23 Wx(6 +. 

22 &xg7 2xd4+ 23 %х44 + h6 24 2[6! 
Ha2! 25 Ихће [6 26 Хез Hd2? 

Better is 26...Дхе2. 

27 ALS Éxd4 28 Axd4 9е7 29 $12 27 30 
&h3! 1727 31 2e6+ &f8 32 Ерб Wh7 

32...Wxc3 33 245 +-. 

33 Яр8+ %е7 34 Ар7+! Wxg7 35 5+ 
Фхеб 36 Axe7+ Spe5 37 е3 &с8 38 21Һ5 
94+ 39 сха4+ $245 40 Axf6+ %с4 41 45 1-0 


36) 

An experienced chess warrior can destroy 
such a king’s barrier without great trouble. A 
few timely sacrifices and it will soon be the 
black king which becomes the main sacrificial 
victim. 

24 ®xf6! gxf6 
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24...2xf6 25 Bd8! +—. 

25 Heo! ҰУҺ7 26 We8 DAxc6 27 Wxh7+ ФЇ8 
28 Wh8+ 47 29 h4! +- 

29 Hd8! Axd8 30 &xb7 &xb7 31 Wxd8 4—. 

29...3.47 30 Фед {9с7? 31 {97+ $218 32 
Wh6+ &17 33 @рб+ 1-0 


37) 

Black is one move short of completing his 
development, but it is not his move. Not for 
nothing is chess sometimes described as “the 
tragedy of one tempo”. 

18 ©f5!! %е5 (D) 

18...exf5 19 Éhel4- +-. 
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19 Shel! %хһ5 20 Ахе5 Ф247 

20...0-0 21 e7! (612? (21...8fe8 22 Ad6 
(61? 23 Нхеб 47 24 Heel! Bxe7 25 Axc8 
2xc8 26 c4! 4—) 22 Hexd5 exd5 23 2xf8 Axf8 
24 Ех45 +. 

21 Xdxd54 exd5 22 Де7+ 

22 Hxd54!? Феб 23 De7+ «6 24 c3 
аб 25 Axc8 Hxc8 +. 

22... 5226 23 % е3?! 

23 Axf7! Җсї8! (23... Rhf8 24 Ae7+! 5247 
25 Ехр7 +—) 24 Ad4+ $256 25 Ёхр7 Axf2 26 
Фе3 +. 

23...й.а6?! 

23... Éhf8 24 Ad4+ $266! 25 @\еб+ сб 26 
бүкі8 Bxf8 27 2d4 +. 

24 НхЕ7 Éce8 25 Ad4+ 246 26 b4! +— 

Black must shed material, and White went 
on to win comfortably. 


38) 
In such pawn-structures, there are typical 
plans, which are very well-known. These are to 


advance the pawns to b5 and еб, and also if pos- 
sible to transfer the knight to d7 to support 
these ideas. Only at present, this is all impossi- 
ble because the e7-pawn hangs. But if you want 
something badly enough, it often turns out to be 
possible! 

17...0у47! 18 ӛхе7? 

It was essential to stop the opponent’s plans 
by 18 \а4!?. 

18...05! 19 axb6 ©xb6 20 2.хГ8 <2х18 21 
Had 2xc3 22 Ха2 %е5 23 с3?! a5 F 

Black has a comfortable advantage. 


39) 

We can talk at length about the benefits of 
solving our exercises, but better still is to present 
an example to show the results of such training. 
Here you can judge for yourselves the effects 
on the play of Mikhail Oleksienko, of working 
on developing imagination and combinative vi- 
sion. Here we present one of his visiting cards. 

21...Exf4!! 22 Axf4 exf4 23 Q.xg7 Axh3+! 
24 22? 

Now White loses. After 24 117 2a6+ 25 
Хо? £3! 26 ҰУ45-- хе? 27 VIxf3 ҰҮс7 + he is 
also in bad shape, but there was a saving re- 
source: 24 gxh3! {725+ 25 &f1 2a6+ 26 Ее? 
Дев 27 Ad4 рз 28 Abs! V7f3+ 29 Yel 
Wo3+ =. 

24.. 714 25 266 {723+ 26 Ф111 £24 0-1 


40) 

White has concentrated all of his forces on 
driving the c6-knight from its familiar post. 
Once it goes, a diabolical combination has been 
prepared. But if one sees the cunning idea 
&.b5+, the solution is easy to find. The knight 
must retreat in such a way as to control the b5- 
square: after 31...@%а7!! 32 Y/xc54 &xc5 33 
ха4! Axd6 34 b4-- %с4 35 Ах46 Ha8! —+ the 
hunted black king turns into a tower of strength. 
The game, however, ended rather differently: 

1.532 

31...2\а5? fails to the aforementioned 32 
S b5--!! Фохб5 33 Hb6+ <?с4 34 Hb4+ 4—. 

32 9.хсб Мас8 33 &ха5+ %х02 34 Xb64 
Фха3 35 АҒ! 1-0 


41) 
Fight or die: those are the options at White’s 
disposal. We hope you chose the former! 
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26 232 

White chooses to die. After 26 Hd2!! $xf3 
(if you saw the variation 26...%e4 27 Wh6!! 
Иха4 28 Hxd4 Wxc2+ 29 Фра! +—, then we can 
only envy your farsightedness) 27 Zyxb5!! +— it 
is White who mates. 

26...Exd4! 27 axb4 Hd1+ 28 Фа2 с4+ 29 
b3 Wc3 0-1 


42) 

Pawn moves can be among the subtlest in 
chess. The correct path is 32...еб!! 33 Аха2 (33 
Ёхс4 Ихћ2+ 34 Éc2 Жхс2+ 35 ®хс2 Ихр3 
—+; 33 dxe6? Hb5+ 34 Gcl (34 ®ха2 Ha5+ 
—+} 34...Éb1--! 35 Ахы Hd1+—+) 33...ех45 34 
Ба7 Rf5 and the two connected passed pawns 
will go all the way. 

In the game Sokolov went astray: 

32...c3+? 33 &?b3 На? 34 Baxa2 Ићхћ2 35 
Sxc3 Ахс2-- 36 Exc2 Ихс2+ 37 Фхс2 = 

The pawn ending, which was played out to 
bare kings, is drawn. 


43) 

The two black foot-soldiers are ready to 
trample to death anything that gets in their way 
— and they succeed. But they could have been 
stopped by the brave bishop, prepared to give 
up its life to stop the enemy. 

32 На3?? 

32 &b5!! Ихр5 (32...b2 33 аз с2+ 34 $xb2 
Exb54 35 Éb3 +-) 33 Ha8+ Eb8 34 Hxb8+ 
Wxb8 35 Wxc3 4—. 

32...c2+! 0-1 


44) 
` The winning motif is to strip the white king 

bare. 

15...Ќеб!! 16 Axe6 215+! 

16...2g4+7! 17 %21 Wh2+ 18 &f1 $37? 
19 2xh7+! 4—. 

17 $21 Wh2+ 18 &f1 2231! 0-1 

The king is naked. 19 fxg3 (19 1782 2xd3+ 
20 хаз Wxf2#) 19... 2h3#, 


45) 

If a pawn gets to e7, there is no point in ex- 
changing it for trifles; one should look for the 
maximum. It only remains to eliminate the rook 
on 18. 

19 Ah6+!! +— 


19 ехї8®ї+? Qxf8 20 Wd8 Axfl 21 Exfl 
Wfl! (21...2b7? 22 Dh6+ S9g7 23 \Ҹ6+ 
&xh624 214 +—) 22 &xfl 246+ 23 del Axd8 
24 Dxd8 243 F. 

19... 2 xh6 20 Жхї8+! 2:xf8 21 Was 197 22 
е8 1465 23 Wxed We5 24 Wadd 1-0 


46) 

“We live in terrible times. Everybody needs 
to risk something, so as not to risk everything” 
(Sidney Sheldon). 

19...Axg4!! 20 ҰУхр4 

20 $xd8!? ®хЕ2+ 21 Bhi (21 &f1 Axh2+ 
22 &xf2 Axf3 23 Hhi+ %28 24 &h7+ =) 
21...&xel 22 Wh3+ Ah6 23 &f6 842 24 804 
Ф\хаз 25 хаз 2xc3 26 Yxc3 (6 is unclear. 

20...Axd3 21 $xd8 %хҒ2- 22 Shi? 

Now White should play 22 @f1!? &xel 23 
$16 gxf6, when the game remains unclear. 

22...2xel 23 Wh3+ Фе8 24 хаз 2xc3 25 
Wxe3 Éfxd8 + 

Now Black is a little better. 


47) 

There is a very big difference between being 
able to find surprising combinations in a practi- 
cal game, and inventing striking positions on 
one’s own, without an opponent to get in the 
way. The present position was born during a 
long analysis, trying to find the truth in a game 
of Kramnik’s against a computer. Maybe you 
remember his fateful sacrifice on #72 In the 
game, the result was unsatisfactory. Vladimir 
lost, but Igor Zaitsev took this as a challenge, 
and achieved a striking piece of revenge. 

1 2e7!! 

Destroying the coordination between the 
long-range pieces, which is the theme of the 
exercise. 

1...hxg4 

1...Ж/хе7 2 Wf511; 1...2xe7 2 We6+ 246 3 
hxg5+ Фхр5 4 415+ &h6 5 We6#. 

2 hxg5+ &hs5 3 14! gxf3 4 2xf3+ ФФрб 5 
Sed &h5 6 Ић2+ 047 2 f5-- Sxg3 8 Eh3# 


48) 

Top-class players very well understand the 
theory of good and bad bishops. One can go 
further, and say that one does not have to be a 
grandmaster to know which bishops to ex- 
change, and which to retain. But the main thing 
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to note here are the lines which show the inevi- 
tability of weakening the dark squares. 

16 201! + Axel 

Or: 16...82d6!? 17 b4!! &xb4? 18 сха5 exd5 
19 хс7 4—; 16.. №956 17 &xf4 VIxf4 18 We3!. 

17 Bdxel Маг8 

Not 17...c5?! 18 сха5 ех45 19 Axb6! Axb6 
20 dxc5 Axc5 (20...Ac8 21 сб also wins for 
White) 21 Wxe7 Hxe7 22 Ёхс5 4—; Black 
could also try 17...Ag5, though with similar re- 
sults: 18 е5 AxeS 19 Wxe5 Hes +. 

18 exd5 бір5 19 Zxg5 ҰУхр5 20 Y7e3 

20 Wxe6! %х45 21 М +. 

20...“ Уха5 21 £3 146 22 Bxe7 2d5 

22...8xf3 23 gxf3 Bxf3 24 Иха7 Wxd7 25 
Wes +—. 

23 17с2!2 е5 24 Ac3 Êxf3 25 c4! +- 

and White soon won. 


49) 

This game presents a striking contrast. The 
weakness of the dark squares kills Black, de- 
spite his having an unopposed dark-squared 
bishop. 

18 173! 

Only here, with the idea of 45+. The im- 
mediate 18 Af5+? 4218! would be premature. 

18...2.xd4 19 Ах44!! 1-0 

19... /xcG 20 {925+ 4—. 


50) 

After the seemingly rather primitive attack 
on the bishop, which does not appear to warrant 
taking seriously, Black has six ways of defend- 
ing it, but all are unsatisfactory. Each one in 
some way weakens the black position and al- 
lows an apparently trivial check to become fa- 
tal. 

1%аз!! 2b7 

Or: 1.966 2 ®И8+ Фа7 3 7+ %сб 4 
Wid6tt; 1.3757 2 Bf8+ 247 3 Wd6#. 

2 18+ Фа7 З 197+ Soc6 

3...9288 4 Y/xg7. 

4 Wxe6+ %с5 5 b4it 


51) 

When playing my last move ...2g2-e4, I 
saw a terrible blow which my charming oppo- 
nent could land. In such positions, the best 
thing to do is stop thinking more about the po- 
sition, and calmly leave the board, so as not to 


communicate your anxiety to your opponent. 
This I did with all the acting mastery I could 
muster, but it did not save me. 

19 Дхр7!! Ар8 

There is nothing better: 19...06 20 2h6 
+—; 19...42х277 20 2h6+ %08 21 Ac6! (а dou- 
ble deflection) 21...f¥c7 (21... хеб 22 7758) 
22 Axe7+ хе] 23 We8+ Ac8 24 Lxe8 {157 
25 %їд8 Wa8 26 Sxf7++ x17 27 Wd7+ рб 
28 927+ 95 29 Wp5#. 

20 Ехр8+ Axe8 21 УУс8 +- 


52) 

If you follow the chess press attentively, then 
you will undoubtedly have seen this game. The 
majority of chess periodicals decorated their 
pages with it, and we too could not resist the 
temptation to include this beautiful tactical 
blow. 

29 Ah7!! 

The punishment for the humiliation of the 
bishop оп g7. 

29... UIxb2- 

Or: 29... xh7 30 Фухе7+ 631 {В+ 255 
32 g4 +-; 29...2.8 30 НАБ! еб 31 Axe7+! 
Ххе7 32 Kh8+ G27 33 & 06+ %2хрб 34 Wx (Gif; 
relatively the best try is 29...@\хЬ2! 30 Дха7+ 
&f8 31 49х62 Wxb2+ 32 %?хЬ2 еб 33 Axf7+ 
&xf7 (33...Ах(7 34 Ad6 248 35 Каз +-) 34 
SUxb7 4—. 

30 Y7xb2 Axb2 31 Дхр7+ 218 32 ДҺ1! 1-0 


53) 

White's bishops dream of a rendezvous with 
the king, but are obstructed by White's own 
blockading knights. Clearly they need to move, 
and all that remains is to select the right way. 

23 42? 

This is not it. White should choose 23 ©g5!! 
Sixg5 (23...Da6 24 Axd5!! exd5 25 0/77 4—; 
23...2.c6 24 226+ 47 25 DES! +—) 24 Ac4!! 
%е7 25 Ad6+ $.xd6 26 exd6 +-. 

23...%с6 

Now Black has sufficient compensation. 


54) 

The ability to give back something when it is 
no longer needed is extremely valuable — one 
should not become too attached to things, and 
try to cling on to them forever. We do not know 
if Sergei Kariakin, then the world’s youngest 
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GM, reflected on this general concept during the 
game, but he found within himself the strength 
to give back the surplus material. 

33Фр2!! 

After this move, White has ‘only’ an extra 
pawn, but this is enough for victory. By con- 
trast, the miserly 33 541? could only bring 
White problems. 

33...2\ха4 

33...&.xe2 34 Ехе4 2d3 35 &xf3 +—. 

34 Axd4 $27 35 $g3 548 36 b5 $xb5 
37 axb5 16 38 ФИА Кад 39 Есі +— 

and Kariakin won quickly, which underlines 
what we say — only by giving can one obtain 
something. 


55) 

White’s knight has penetrated the very heart 
of the enemy camp, and does not feel like leav- 
ing its advanced position. The English grand- 
master finds a surprising way to keep it there a 
little longer. 

29 &d2!! Ес5 

Or: 

а) 29..Édxc8 30 &g4 +— with the idea 
30...Ёхс1 31 Re6+ Ph8 32 Axfs#. 

b) 29...Ёхс1 30 Ахсі 26 31 224 Ag7 32 a4 
+ 

30 Axf8+! &xf8 31 21+ 216 

31...88 32 De7+ Gh8 33 ЩГ8#. 

32 Abo Ve7 33 gxf6+ gxf6 34 Nel 218 35 
$152! + 

Although this move retains a large advan- 
tage, and Short indeed went on to win, it would 
be better to play 35 Hg7+! 277 36 Но8! 218 
(36...f5 37 &h5 #16 38 He8#) 37 Hxf8 Ф?хї8 38 
7+ Be7 39 Axc5 dxc5 40 “243 46 41 %с4 
b6 42 a4 4—. 


56) 

“I looked and looked, but to my surprise, 
could not find anything decisive. I could hardly 
believe my eyes: a totally centralized position, 
against a few scattered pieces — could there 
really be nothing? And then it dawned on me – 
why must I defend the pawn on g2?" — Kasim- 
dzhanov. 

33 815! Ag6 

33... Exg2- 34 Gh 18 35 Bd7+ $g8 36 
Wxf6! Wxf6 37 He8+ Wf8 38 @17+ <р7 39 
S xc4t 4—. 


34 &xg6 Ќха1 

34... 9xg6 35 We8+ +—. 

35 Нха1 %2хоб 36 We4+ 297 37 897+ 98 

37..Rf7 38 We5+ <р8 39 Нав+ Éf8 40 
We6+ +—; 37... f8 38 Wes! +-. 

38 Wh7+ 1-0 


57) 

We must admit that we especially like com- 
binations which begin with a quiet move, lead- 
ing to big threats. They are difficult to find, but 
even more difficult to defend against. 


42 Wel! (D) 
Ж. 2,2 


‚шеш m m 
B m Wem 


жау — 7 — Z 


2, 

| Z B^ к^” 

2,А А | 
42 82 
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Now try to meet the threat of &\3хһ4+. 

42...2.c8 

42.16 43 A3xh4+! gxh4 44 Wh6+ <7 
45 Wh5+ «2/8 46 Wh8+ 4217 47 25! $xg5 48 
8.41! — a sudden change of direction. 

43 б\3хһ4+! &f7 

43...gxh4? 44 Wh6+ Gf7 45 Wg7+ Фе8 46 
{928+ Sçd7 47 VIf7-- $67 48 YIxe7it. 

44 013 2xf5 

44., 5996 45 h4 4—. 

45 gxf5 WYe7 46 Dh2 + 

White went on to win, albeit more than 80 
moves later. 


Ж 


58) 

Even Alexei Shirov, with his exceptionally 
subtle combinative vision, could not find the 
right move, and missed his chance. 

22 53? 

22 Wa4!! creates a veiled double threat. Af- 
ter 22...07 23 2xf6 gxf6 24 ХҮхе8 Wxc4 25 
Ed7 Hh7 26 Ëxb7 Wxc5 27 На1! + White has a 
commanding position. 
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22..Ме5 23 Ме5 Wh6 
Now White merely has compensation, and 
the game was later drawn. 


59) 

Many people have no doubt heard that tac- 
tics serve strategy. This is well said, and is con- 
firmed by many examples. But one of the great 
things about chess is that sometimes, things can 
be exactly reversed, and what seems impossible 
turns out to be fully possible, or even unavoid- 
able. In this position, White has clearly won 
the strategic battle. The pawn on h4 is clearly 
doomed, whilst the pressure against a4 is not a 
real problem for White, and even keeps the 
rook on the inactive square a5. Khalifman tried 
to save the game in a rook ending, a pawn 
down, but this proved in vain. Alexander did 
not sense that in this position, tactics could be 
used to oppose White's strategy. 

56...Де4? 

56...&b5!! is the salvation! The bishop must 
not be allowed to come to c4, and this means 
that Leko would have had to settle for a draw: 
57 axb5 Éxb54- 58 #24 Да5+ 59 253 BbS+ =. 

57 Axd7 Soxd7 58 Exh4 Фе7 59 Нр2 b5 60 
Eh7! &f8 61 25 bxad+ 62 54 Даб 63 £6 

63 Hh8+! &f7 64 26+ е7 65 Eg8 4—. 

63...23 

63...gxf6? 64 26 +-. 

64 Éxg7 Несб! 

64...а2 65 Bh2 4—. 

65 Аһ?! 

65 Hh2? Keb6+ 66 dc5 Ка5#. 

65...22 66 26 Had+ 67 263 1-0 

67...Ка3+ 68 %с2 E xc3+ 69 82. 


60) 

Wilhelm Steinitz insisted that the king was а 
strong piece, capable of looking after itself. But 
even for him, this example would have been a 
revelation! It is a very rare case where a quiet 
king move places the opponent in an impossi- 
ble position. 

48...2e8!! —+ 

Other continuations allow White to coordi- 
nate his forces: 48...c7? 49 c6 \хЬ5 50 
Фсе5 МЫ 51 %р5; 48.. 17517 49 &xb6+ «е8 
50 2344; 48... 7247 49 Dc6+ %2е8 50 Ф\Ге5 and 
in all cases, White escapes danger. 

49 \с6 


49 $3 Йаз —+. 

49... 48! —+ 

Phantasmagoria on the chessboard! Even a 
study composer could only envy Yasser Seira- 
wan. 


61) 

Mikhail Tal said that after the end of the 
opening prelude, play by plans ends, and play 
by moves begins. It seems that in this case, his 
countryman Fridman failed to adjust from one 
form to another in time. While he is still devel- 
oping his pieces, Vadim Zviagintsev is already 
trying to take them. 

13...2h3!! F 

Not 13...A\xd5? 14 0-0-0. 

14 213 

Ог: 14 &xh3?! &хс3+ 15 bxc3 ҰУх45 160-0 
Wxe4 +; 14 0-07 2xg2 15 “?хр2 @хс3 16 
4xb6 cxb6 17 bxc3 Y¥xd5+ 18 е4 \Чеб —+; 14 
Axb6!? %хө2 15 Axa8 2xc3+ 16 bxc3 &xhl 
17 0-0-0 0-0! 18 Exh! (18 @xc7? Y?Ixc7 19 
Axhl Wxc3+ 20 ЫІ Bc8 —+) 18...Wxd51 19 
Hdl \9с5 +. 

14...0-0 15 е4 

15 &xe5?? loses immediately to 15.. 716 
—+. 

15...c6! 

Now Black’s attack carries the day. 

16 Zxb6 VWxb6 17 924 Qxc3+ 18 bxc3 
Хуа5! 19 Hel хр 20 Wxe4 сха5 21 exd5 
ҚУх45 22 0-0 ХУха2 23 Wed b5 24 YWxe5 Hfe8 
25 V4d4 17е2! -+ 

Naturally Zviagintsev won comfortably from 
this commanding position. 


62) 

24 64 

If this move is submitted to the judgement of 
chess programs, some of them, especially older 
ones, are initially unimpressed by this move. 
But once one shows them a couple more moves, 
they soon come wholly on the side of Ruslan 
Ponomariov. Viktor Korchnoi has said that this 
sudden change of attitude is what he likes least 
about working with computers. Computers cer- 
tainly have no sense of responsibility, no feel- 
ing that they have to justify what they have said 
before. 

24...gxh6 25 &xh6 Xf7 26 Дав De7 27 Ас7 
грб 28 Исс8 е5 29 14 
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Better is 29 h4 $e2 30 f4 exf4 (30...224 31 
h5 &xc8 32 hxg6 hxg6 33 Ехс8 е4 34 g4 +—) 
31 gxf4 f5 32 &f2 24 33 a4 #16 34 Ка8 Hf7 
35 a5 bxa5 36 bxa5 &h5 37 аб &24 38 Edb8 
&d1 39 Xb7 +-. 

29...2d7 30 Ка8 &h3 31 &f2 b5 32 Жаь8 
exf4 33 gxf4 2d7 34 h4! 2c6 35 h5 2xa8 36 
hxg6 hxg6 37 Аха8 f5 38 $223! аб 39 М 
Хр? 40 $25 1-0 


63) 

“Cramped positions contain within them- 
selves the seeds of defeat” (Tarrasch). However, 
one must not expect to win without shedding 
blood, as if the position will win itself. One 
must act! Understanding that the knight is very 
bad in battle against a rook’s pawn is the key to 
the position. 

46 2£6!! (D) 


— 
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46...26 

Or 46...gxf6 47 exf6 Ас8 (47...Dh4 48 ФФр4 
045 49 4225 +—) 48 Ехс8 %хс8 49 $g5, and 
now: 

а) 49...47 50 h6 Axh6 51 &xh6 е5 52 
Фћ7!! Феб 53 %27 е4 54 a3 4—. 

b) 49...Ad4 50 h6 Af3+ 51 PhS е5 52 h7 
£6 53 «һб Фа7 54 ФРр7 е5 55 h8W (55 
Sxf7? Ah8+ 56  р7 Феб 57 Sxh8 4217 =) 
55...Axh8 56 &xh8 Феб 57 4227 е4 (57...43 58 
13 +—) 58 a3 +—. 

47 hxg6 fxg6 48 $g5 1-0 

48...с8 49 Hd7+ Kc7 50 Hd3 4—. 
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64) 
In 1984, the 9th world champion, Tigran 
Petrosian, a truly great player, passed away. 


Time marches on, new players and games ap- 
pear, and we more and more rarely pay atten- 
tion to the heritage of great players, and the 
classics in general. It is possible that in 50 
years’ time, nobody will remember Petrosian’s 
sense of danger, or, for example, his great play 
as White against the King’s Indian, whose 
practitioners he described as having “fed my 
family over the years”. But the one thing which 
will never be forgotten about him is the term 
‘positional exchange sacrifice’. This device 
will always be associated with him, as long as 
chess exists. In this game, Areshchenko ap- 
pears to stand somewhat worse, but he only had 
to play... 

2454! 

Other moves are less attractive: 

a) 24 #1417 e3! 25 fxe3 (25 &xe3? Дїе8! 
26 &xc5 Bxe2 —+) 25...М{е8 26 212 Ме4 27 
843 Exf4 28 gxf4 Qxe3+ (28...®һ4+!? 29 
22 Ихез +) 29 Wxe3 Wh4+ 30 Фе2 Ух +. 

b) 24 $e3?! #4 25 ®хс5 (25 &xf4? &h3 
26 Е! Qxf2+! 27 &xf2? (27 &h2 268 +) 
27...е3+28 хез Ихез 29 хез He8+ 30 9/3 
WfS —+) 25..bxc5 26 Wxf4 Wxf4 27 gxf4 
БХ 3. 

24...axb4 25 Éxb4 e3!? 

Black can find nothing better than to force a 
draw by perpetual check. Snatching more ma- 
terial would only bring him the inferior posi- 
tion: 25...$ xb47 26 #х64 Éa8 27 БЫ На? 28 
311 +; or 25...Éfe8 26 #63! 9.24 27 Мез! А7 
28 Ébl with strong compensation. 

26 fxe3 Ихез 27 &xe3 46 28 %хс5 

28 d&g2 Axb4 29 &.f4 Y7e7 30 Мез Уб =. 

28... I xg34- 12-V; 

A wonderful example of a wonderful device! 


65) 

Black is tied hand and foot, and his position 
reminds one of a critically ill patient. In such 
situations the cure is bound to be out of the or- 
dinary. 

31...8h7? 

This move is insufficiently challenging. Af- 
ter 31...23465!! 32 $ xf7+ &xf7! 33 exf5 Axf5 
34 Éh8! Ag3+ 35 &e3 Над Black’s activity 
constitutes reasonable compensation for the ma- 
terial. 

32 2 x17 Adxf7 33 gxh6 25 34 Hed Фрб + 

and White won 25 moves later. 
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66) 

Stubbornness in seeking unexpected re- 
sources is characteristic of a good player. It is 
what Tartakower called “the fine art of preserv- 
ing a small advantage”. 

35...@2h8! F 

Freeing the g8-square. 35...Xd1+ 36 Фе2 
Крв! 37 dxe7 Иде1+! 38 4213 Hxe3+! 39 Hxe3 
Wdi+ 40 df4 924+ 41 е5 104+ 42 Ф[5 
{724+ 43 <е5 =. 

36 хс57! 

White should certainly avoid 36 dxe7? Hd 1+ 
37 Фе2 Hel+!! —+, but it would be better to try 
36 Éxe7!? Bxd6! 37 Ке8+ Hg8 38 Ихр8+ 
&xg8 39 Нрз+ 9218 40 Wxc5 Да1+ 41 22 
Wd5+ 42 Wxd5 Hxd5 43 Хаз F. 

36...1xd6 37 Ех46 хаб 38 ҰҮс8-- Но8 39 
$9 с3+ 1116 40 Wxf6+ ехГб 41 Хеб! f5 42 Хе5 

Now Black went wrong with 42...68 7!, 
leaving his rook too passive, and the game was 
later drawn. Better is 42...a6! 43 Bxf5 Hg4! 44 
345 Над 45 А42 +. 


67) 

When the older of the two co-authors studied 
with his trainer Viktor Zheliandinov, he used to 
be fined for making moves like h3 and a3 unnec- 
essarily. Naturally, this method stayed in his 
mind, and was successfully employed in his 
work with Andrei Volokitin. We both must ac- 
knowledge the effectiveness of the method. Un- 
fortunately, this know-how has not yet reached 
as far as France, otherwise Laurent Fressinet 
would not have allowed his hand to play... 

22 h3? 

Too slow! The threat of financial sanctions 
would probably have enabled him to find 22 
Wel !! dxc5? (22...45 23 Ас43 +) 23 Ахс5 Дха1 
24 Ёхс8+. 

22...4хс5 23 Ахс5 Нха1+ 24 Уха 1148 25 
Wxd8+ Ххав 26 е5 9р7 = 

and Black safely held the draw. 


68) 

Despite his extra exchange, the Dutch grand- 
master’s pieces are hanging and could easily be 
‘harvested’. He must find the correct defence. 

21..Х%47! 

Not: 21...e6? 22 Ad6 +; 21...01562? 22 ЪЗ 
Weg (22...24 23 ИЗ We8 24 2346!) 23 Есі 
сб 24 еб хеб 25 \Ҹхеб fxe6 26 Ac7 +. 


22 а3 еб! 

“We make combinations positionally” (Кен). 
22... 2%69 23 Ёха7 Ф\ха4 24 axb4 +-. 

23 h4 

23 axb4? axb4 24 Wxb4 Hal! 25 ЫЗ Ёхат+ 
26 ХЧха1 Wxb5 +. 

23...®їс6? 

Having solved some far-from-trivial prob- 
Iems, Lock van Wely falters in a much easier 
situation. Better is 23... сб 24 We4 е7 25 
0/46 Неда with compensation. 

24 axb4! axb4 25 %х45 exd5 

25...Ёха4 26 @хсб bxc6 27 Ad6 Жеа8 28 
Аа +. 

26 Wxb4 Дхе5 27 44 + 

White went on to win. 


69) 

The king stands very badly in the centre, but 
to break through decisively requires a well- 
planned blow. 

Before all else, it is necessary to neutralize 
the main bodyguard: 28...h6!! 29 рб (29 f5 
Ихе2+ 30 %2хе2 43+ 31 %41 44х15 —+; 29 
Др2 Bxe2+! 30 Spxe2 943+ 31 &d1 267! —+) 
29..Х943--. 

The game proceeded rather differently: 

28...Хсе7?? (D) 

Black should also avoid 28.. 17437 29 He5! 
and 28...Дхе2+?? 29 &xe2 {43+ 30 ed] 957 
ЗІМІ +-. 


ХА 
W A у 4 
а @ 
7 
И 
29 $711?! 
White should play the immediate 29 4Ye4! 
+—. 
29...%с8? 


Black fails to escape his fate. 
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30 Z4! 2h3+ 31 Gel Axed 

31...Әхе4 32 Bxg7+ &f8 (or 32...58 33 
Exh7+! +—) 33 Др8+! +-. 

32 Ехр7- 8 33 Eg8+ 217 34 ҰУр7-- Феб 
35 Hxe8! Hxe8 36 Hdl! We7 

36...WWf8 37 #7878. 

37 Wh6+! &f7 

Or: 37...046 38 2xf6 Uxf6 39 #46+ 4—; 
37... 5215 38 845+ +-. 

38 Wxh7+ $18 39 Wh8+ 17 40 927+ 
Феб 41 926+ 1-0 


70) 

Anand’s pieces are like a tightly coiled 
spring. At any moment, they may burst out. 

24... ACT! 25 Wxe7 Ќс8!! 26 Wxe7 @\с4 27 
26 | 

The only hope was to test the opponent’s 
ability to choose between various options. The 
waters could have been muddied by 27 @с5! 
Ахаз! (27...Махс5? 28 Exd6; 27...dxc5?? 28 
e5 4—) 28 bxa3 Ёхс5 29 a4 &\а3+ 30 d&b2 
Ас2+ 31 хаз Wb8! —+. 

27...hxg6 28 fxg6 Axa3+ 

28...Мха3 29 Wxf7+ &h8 30 bxa3 Axa3+ 
31 &b2 94+ 32 Әс3 Фе5+ —+. 

29 bxa3 хаз 30 gxf7+ Gh7 31 f82)+ ЕхЕ8 
32 Wxf8 Жа1+ 33 &b2 На2+ 34 %с3 Wa5+! 
35 Фаз Wb5+ 36 Ф44 Ма4+ 37 %с3 94+ 
0-1 


71) 

The fact that, in order to attack the king, one 
should close the centre and stabilize the pawn- 
structure, is known even to every child in the 
kindergartens of the Ukraine. Bologan shows 
his class with a move which is difficult to find, 
yet easy to understand. 

19 е5!! &xe5 

19...хе5 20 25 +—; 19...@е7 20 25 +. 

20 14 2d6 

20...2xd4 21 &xd4 Ad6 22 h5 +. 

21 g5 е5 22 {хе5 &xe5 23 рб!! Ad6!? 

23...hxg6 24 h5 gxh5 25 Bdg1! 216 26 92 
е4 27 Ххһ5 Ф\хе3 28 113 рб 29 еб! wins 
for White. 

24 exf7+ Wxf7 25 ЕВА 17472 

Better is 25..\е8. 

26 213 216 

26...Ќе8 27 @\хе5 HxeS 28 9.44 Ded 29 
&xe4 Ехе4 30 Hel Ее7311Һ53. 


27 бур5 2\4 28 2xh7+ 18 29 We2 Wes 
30 Ххѓ6! gxf6 31 2d4 +- Ec6 32 192 198 33 
243! Ва7 34 WES Xe7 35 Dh7! &c8 36 Wh5 
WE7 37 296 1-0 


72) 

Players are reluctant to exchange off their 
fianchettoed bishop, because after its removal, 
the kingside looks like a sieve. The 9th world 
champion’s namesake exploits this artistically. 

19...Ихе4!! 20 © xe4 Ags 21 2xd5 

21 f3 &хе4 22 fxe4 c5 +. 

21..ХЧх45 22 Kc3 Hd8 23 Ма1 Zxh34 24 
Фп | 

24 &h2 Axf2 25 #.хї2 Wh5+ 26 22 Hxd3 
27 Bdxd3 a5 +. 

24..ХЧҺ1-- 25 е2 2! + 

White’s position is falling apart. 


73) 

Looking at the diagram, one cannot imagine 
that the g2-bishop is White’s most vulnerable 
point, yet after two remarkable rook moves by 
Black, they cannot be prevented from converg- 
ing on that square. 

30...Ма2!! 31 3 cxb1 YY 

Better is 31...08!! (with the unstoppable 
threat of ...Ah4) 32 Hcl (32 ез cxbl W+ 33 
Ах] Dh4) 32..2h4 33 Vxh4 сха1 34 
Аха! Haxg2+ 35 Wxg2 Ёхр2+ 36 Фхр2 VIc2-- 
as 

32 Éxb1 %е2 33 We3 Q xd1 34 Иха1 ҰУс2 
35 Hd2 751+ 36 2f1 Хаз 37 Каз + 


74) 

The black rook and knight are cut off by the 
white bishop and have little activity. It is es- 
sential to release their energy. After a piece 
sacrifice, the ossified pawn-structure regains 
its mobility and the pawns march on to queen. 

44...®\р4!! 45 hxg4 fxg4 46 5.41 

46 е2 23 47 2а7Һ3--. 

46...g3! 

Correctly fixing the weakness on g2. 

47 Éel 

47 Це? 25 48 b4 g4 49 Hel h3 50 2e2 f5 51 
Hh1 Rf2 52 gxh3 22 —+. 

47...212 48 294 

48 Hel Hxb2 49 a4 bxa4 50 &ха4 %с5 51 
Qeg 25 52 &xf7 a4 53 &h5 a3 54 213 a2 55 
Hal h3 56 gxh3 22 57 &xg2 Éxg2 —+. 
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48...Ахр2 49 b4 15 50 Bhi 212 51 2h3 25 
-+ 

Black’s flotilla of pawns soon forced resig- 
nation. 


75) 

If the knight reaches f3, it will do so with a 
‘mega-fork’. To achieve this, it is worth giving 
the shirt off one’s back, or to be more exact, 
both rooks. 

26...Rc21! 27 Éxc2 

27 YIxc2 3+ 28 hl Axel —+; 27 &22 
Hxd2 28 Wxd2 Ac6 -+. 

27...Аха4 28 1122 

28 Yel Df3+ 29 Bhi WhS! —+. 

28...Xxe4 29 Heel 

29 Bd1!? h6! 30 {965 (34 31 922 Rh4! 
—+. 

29...Hxe2 30 Ис8+ 2xc8 31 Дхев+ 1918 32 
Exf8+ Фх[8 33 2xe2 g5 0-1 


76) 

The incomparable Mikhail Tal used to say 
that “when my opponent’s king is still in the 
centre, every move I am looking for a way to at- 
tack it, even when I know that it is safe". Fortu- 
nately for those who love beauty in chess, the 
great artist has his followers! 

20 e5!! (D) 
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20... xe5? 

The other capture also loses: 20..хе5? 21 
ҮЗ We7 22 Éxd6 and White wins. It was cs- 
sential to restrain this reflex and seek salvation 
after 20...2.c7 21 2455! Axe3 (21...схЬ5? 22 
245 +—) 22 Axc7+ Wxc7 23 У xe3 +, although 
this also looks bad. 


21 Axc6! bxc6 

21...Ab3+ 22 axb3 bxc6 23 &d4!! +— and 
the knight on g2 remains imprisoned. 

22 &xc5 Wxg5+ 

22., У хс5 23 Hd5!! cxd5 24 Wxe5+ 9747 25 
Ба! Z4! 26 Wxf4 Феб 27 Wad4+1 Фс7 28 
Axd5 Wc6 29 {964 +-. 

23 Ќа2! Хав 

23...16 24 Ded 14 25 Wed Wf5 26 Bhdl 
+-. 

24 Ића1 Иха2 25 Exd2 f6 26 1143 927 27 
Wd7+ 9208 28 We7 h5 29 222 

29 е3! is a more clinical finish. 

29...\е1+ 30 21 1-0 


77) 

A spoiled pawn-structure is like a bad haircut. 
Using his knights instead of scissors, Michal 
Krasenkow performs an ideal makeover. 

14...е5!! 15 4хе5 Ac5 16 Y/d4 fxe5 17 
Wb4 е4 18 Ah4 f3 19 2,11 d4?! 

But now haste spoils his work. More cold- 
blooded was 19....@еб!, retaining the fearsome 
pawn armada. 

20 %с4- &h8 21 Axed! Axed 22 Хе?! 
$748 23 Ag6+ 

White should prefer 23 V/xd8 Ах«8 24 @xf3! 
04225 @\р5 Als 26 7+ Hgs 27 @е5+ «8 
28 &MT-- with a draw, 

23...hxg6 24 хе4 YJe8 25 ҰҮхе8 Ихе8 26 
£7 Éf827 2xpg6 F 

White's disadvantage is still within manage- 
able confines, and he succeeded in holding the 
draw. 


78) 

One only needs to allow the black king to 
castle and the roles of attacker and defender 
will be reversed. The task is therefore to detain 
the would-be escapee at all costs. 

25 2551! exb5 26 8х7 Ab8 27 2c6+ 
48 

27...Wxc6 28 VIx(84- 6247 29 Wxb8 wins for 
White. 

28 VIxf84- d2c7 

28... UIxf8 29 Axf8+ «c7 30 Жхр8 &xb8 31 
S.xb5 +-. 

29 1707-1 хеб 30 Wc3+ Gb6 

30...2.c4 31 #16 4—. 

31 UI xb3 +- 

White soon won. 
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79) 

The abundance of hand-to-hand fighting 
presages a firestorm on the board. The only 
question is where the storm will break out. 

33 Ихе5!! Axc5 34 %.с4 946? 

Better is 34... We4. 

35 бух[7! Фхї7 36 $ xc5 We 

36...Х#хс5 37 Wxe6+ 4226 38 DeS+  Һ7 39 
Wf5+ Gh8 40 Ag6+ Bh7 41 484+ ФЋВ 42 
Wh7+ Zxh7 43 Ag6#. 

37 23! Wed 38 2xe6+! Sg6 

38...8xe6 39 Чс4+ 4—. 

39 Ah4+ Gh7 40 $ f54- 1-0 


80) 

The presence of opposite-coloured bishops 
always changes our standard material concep- 
tions. In such positions, material losses are 
rarely the main factor to be taken into account. 
Mikhail Tal characterized these positions as fol- 
lows: "In the ending, opposite-coloured bishops 
are the defender's favourite, but in a middlegame 
attack, they are a fearsome weapon." 

33 Axb6!! Axb6? 

Better is 33...Wxel 34 Axc4 &b8 35 Af8+ 
%с7 36 46+ Bc6 (36...47 37 НЕ7+ сб 38 
a4!) 37 Де8 with a minimal advantage to White. 

34 Нее2! 93 35 Bf6 gxh2 36 2 xb64 a8 37 
a3?! 

37 Ехе5! $.xd5 38 2.172! 4—. 

37... 9 xa3 38 &xh2 8 xd5? 

38... 398712. 

39 Éxe5 2xg2 40 Ee8+ %Һ7 41 Хез V/b4 
42 &xg2 1-0 


81) 

"Points which are controlled many times 
are usually of especial strategic significance. 
Thus, one gets strong points, or as I call them, 
knots." — I. Zaitsev. An interesting thought. 
But if one faces a knot, one must find a way to 
untie it. 

16 d4!! bxc4 

16...ех44 17 dxe6 bxc4 18 &xf4 Wxf4 19 
Wad+ е7 20 Wd7+ 16 21 g3 4—; 16...27 
17 &xf4 exf4! 18 46! Wxd6 19 е5! ха4 20 
МЕЗ 4—. 

17 2 xf4 exf4 18 dxe6 0-0-0 19 45 е5 20 
Есі g5 21 Exc4 + 

White's pawns are stronger than Black's 
piece, and he went on to win. 


82) 

The seventh rank is well known as a key 
place for one's rooks to penetrate. When the 
two rooks manage to double on it, they are 
sometimes known as ‘blind pigs’, for their abil- 
ity to ‘grunt out checks’. 

20 Ags! Q.xg5 

20...48 21 Hxf7 Ех(7 22 Axf7 Axe3 23 
446+ $xd6 24 Axd6+ %с7 25 Axb7 +; 
20...Axe3 21 Hxf7 He8 (21...Axd1 22 Hxe7 
Хав 23 2177 ез 24 Ec7+ &b8 25 Axd8 +—) 
22 Axe6 Axdl (22...2Yxc2 23 Bxe7 +-) 23 
ха! 206 24 &xh5 +. 

21 ИхЕ7 $258?! 

Or: 

а) 21... хе3+7! 22 Ф11 %с6 23 Ёс7+ %58 
24 Ахсб 9.44 25 %е4! \е3+ 26 Фе? Axdl 27 
ха 4—. 

b) 21...48 22 Hxd8+ %х48 23 Bxb7 
&xe3+ 24 © +. 

с) 21...4с6 22 Ad6+ (22 Ёс7+ %58 23 
Ахсб Rf8!) 22...48! (22.. 68 23 Хаз 248 
24 8,24! +-) 23 Фе4+ е8 24 Axes Hes 25 
Hc7 +. 

22 Bdd7! 2c6 23 046 &xe34 24 ГІ 
&xd7 

24...а6 25 Bb7+ &xb7 26 Axb7#. 

25 Нха7 Bf8+ 26 Yel 1-0 


83) 

“Here I realized that, after the obvious king 
retreat, Black plays not the immediate 23...25, 
but first 23...27! followed by ...2h8 and (if al- 
lowed) doubling rooks on the h-file, after which 
my score against Dennis Evseev would grow to 
a catastrophic '—5'. Looking further at the posi- 
tion, I began to understand that the black king is 
not nearly as safe as it appears, and so the idea 
was born. All that remained was to work out the 
details.” 

23 Hel! 

“one of the best moves { have ever played” 

23...25 24 ©! 

“Now White is himself ready to play р4, 
opening up his opponent’s king. Black has 
nothing else but...” 

24...04 

24...gxf4 25 gxf4+ &h7 26 94! Dh6 27 
$955 Ар8 28 об 2.18 29 Adf3 Hxg6 30 Wxg6+ 
&h8 31 935. 

25 £2! 2182 
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25...Dg5 26 131. 

26 Dxpd! fxg42! 

Better is 26...Ag6 +. 

27 Wxg4+ ФЕТ 28 Wh5+ об 29 Wh7+ 
Фе8 30 УУхрб+ 248 31 We4 b5 32 ахђ5 
Wxb5+ 33 2іс4 <с7 34 Фр2 Hxf4 35 Wxf4 
945+ 36 £3 Rf8 37 Wed 1-0 

Commentary by Andrei Deviatkin. 


84) 

White’s problems are his undeveloped queen- 
side pieces, the undefended c4-pawn and the 
backward pawn on d2. We present for your at- 


tention the best solution to these problems. 
16 Х743!! (D) 
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We find this quote from David Bronstein геје- 
vant in this context: “In this game, I adopted a 
paradoxical strategy: to play moves which break 
all logical principles. Botvinnik was completely 
taken aback by this approach, and after the open- 
ing, he was in a state of psychological shock.” 
Some strategy! It is interesting to wonder how 
come computers also know about this approach, 
as they too play like Bronstein and Sutovsky. 

16...48 17 23 %46 

17... xc4 18 43! Exd3 19 Ч хе5+ 2e7 (or 
19...247 20 Wb8!! +-) 20 225 Феб (20... feG 
21 @с3 +-) 21 Lxe7 хе? 22 Ac3 +-. 

18 2)с3 е4 19 1е3! 

19 ХҰһ4? g51! 20 хед <47 gives Black an 
attack. 

19...2 xh24- 20 &xh2 Eh84 21 &g1 1715 22 
f4! 

22 £32 Wh2+ 23 212 Wh4+ 24 &e2 %хс4-- 
25 43! Ххаз 26 \Ухе4+ ХҮхе4-- 27 Axed Ихаз+ 
28 Ф{2 Иха1 29 Ad6++ $d7 30 Axc4 +. 


22... h2- 

22...544 is correctly answered by 23 &f2! +— 
(a striking variation could occur after the mis- 
taken 23 Axe4? Wh2+ 24 $22 Hh3 25 Wxh3! 
(25 Dg3 Exg3! 26 хеб+ №48} 25... xh3 26 
б\р5+ 248 27 б\хһ3 д5! =). 

23 4712 Eh4 24 d3! +- 


85) 

The first wish of any competent chess-player, 
on seeing this position, is to sacrifice something, 
somewhere. Yuri Shulman not only solves the 
what-where problem, but also prepares on the 
next move a second blow of fearful strength and 
beauty. 

19 б\хрб! 

The only way! On the ‘obvious’ 19 &xh5? 
Black obtains a great position by means of the 
cunning 19...@h8!. 

19...92хрб 20 YYxf5+4!! (D) 


% 


%% 


A shattering blow! 

20...%2р7 

20...82xf5 21 2d3+ 9285 22 &xf4+!! $xf4 
(22...64 23 93+ &xh3 24 2156) 23 Be4+ 
<5 24 Нра+ (24 Rfl+?? 2141) 24... “еб 25 
45+ сх45 26 сх45+ %2хе5 27 Не1+ 6 28 
Боб#. 

21 %43 Xh8 

The only move. 

22 06+ 9218 23 еб Нр8? 

23...fxg3 24 exf7 &e3+ (24... Yxf7 25 Я хаб+ 
dog8 26 Жеб +—) 25 $h1 1925 (25...h4 26 Ded 
+—) 26 еб 4—. 

24 &h4! Ихрб 25 Я.хе7+ &xe7 26 exd7+ 
Кеб 27 ахс8\9 1-0 

27...Ахс8 28 &f5 Bxel+ 29 Ёхе1+. 
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86) 

30 g4!! 

“Chess laws are there to be broken” — Tarta- 
kower, Hypermodern Chess. In reality, the de- 
velopment of chess proceeds in three stages: 

1) Ignorance and total lack of understand- 
ing of basic chess principles. 

2) Familiarity with the main principles of 
play, and playing according to them. 

3) The ability to find and use exceptions to 
those principles. 

Stories about the importance of pawn-shelter 
for one’s king are fine for schoolchildren, but 
Vladimir Belov has long since grown out of 
nappies. 

30...Бед8 

30...е5 31 4хе5 Axe5 32 Éxb6 Ќсб 33 c5! 
Wd7 34 ӛхе5 +-; 30...Ab8 31 25 Afd7 32 
Ded сб 33 h5 +. 

31 25 De8 32 Фаз еб 33 %е7 Wad 34 
45! exd5 

34..43c7 35 Маз We2 36 $xd8 Éxd8 37 
&d3 Wb2 38 46 De8 39 ХЫ Wes 40 Wxed 
4\xe5 41 Bxb6 +-. 

35 $xd8 Exd8 36 We7 Xb8 37 213 [6 38 
We6+ &f8 39 2d1 1-0 


87) 

Experienced mountaineers know all about the 
fearful strength of avalanches. But whereas an 
avalanche of snow means nothing but unpleas- 
antness, the talented Alexander Areshchenko 
manages to turn a pawn avalanche to his favour. 

35 @xf5!! exf5 36 Éxd5! (D) 
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36... 2 e8 


36...2.c6 37 Наб +—. 


37 Кав? 

Not the right follow-up. A better option is 37 
Ес5! Axc5 (37.. 26 38 Ас7 Wxg3 39 Аха4 
2xa4 40 Wxa4 +—; 37...14 38 Ёс7 сб 39 
Нха4 956 40 Éxc6!! Axc6 41 2,23 +-) 38 
dxc5 ҰҰха2 39 “Уха2 9.55 40 сб +. 

Incidentally, if your head is spinning from 
calculating all of these variations, you can al- 
ways take a breath of fresh air, and simply play 
37 h4!! + (a suggestion of Yuri Kryvoruchko). 
Don’t overstrain yourself! After this, the player 
struggling to find Black’s next move is likely to 
have a headache and be gasping for breath. 

37..Ча5 

Now the game is less clear than it should 
have been, although White did go on to win in 
the end. 


88) 

My pleasure at finding an instructive exam- 
ple is comparable to that of a fisherman who 
lands the ‘big one’. Mark Dvoretsky is one who 
reels them in with enviable regularity. Let us 
taste his latest catch. “Beauty in chess comes in 
many forms. For a chess-player with a rela- 
tively under-developed sense of beauty, the 
most important aesthetic criterion is the value 
of the piece sacrificed. An experienced player 
is not surprised by sacrifices, and for him, the 
main thing is the originality and clarity of the 
idea. Sometimes, the key to the position is what 
Kotov called a ‘creeping’ move. Such moves 
have always made the greatest impression on 
me. Firstly, because of their mystery: why, out 
of so many apparently equally good moves, 
should one turn out to be much stronger than 
the others, what hidden laws of chess geometry 
apply, and how can one train players to follow 
them? And secondly, their paradoxical economy 
— a quiet move of one piece completely changes 
the apparently fixed assessment of the position, 
and decides the game at once.” — Dvoretsky, 
from his article “Reverberating ‘quiet’ moves". 

22 Ф\хе7+?! 

From the considerable spectrum of possible 
attacking moves, the only winning one is the 
far from trivial maintenance of the tension: 22 
&h4!! 2xh4 (22...06 23 h6! 4—) 23 ҰУхМ 
26 24 h6!. 

The outwardly more attacking moves are 
less effective: 22 V/h4? 2xg5 23 Wxg5 16 and 
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it is already Black who holds the advantage, 
while both 22 exd5?! &xg5 23 46 (23 е4? рб) 
23...15 and 22 Q.xe7?! Axe7 23 914 (23 h6 
£5!) 23...f6! 24 h6 g5 lead to unclear play. 
22...@\хе7 23 %с1? b3! 
and Black has seized the initiative. 


89) 

24 НП! 

“I think this is the best move I have ever 
played in my Ше” (Grishchuk). White must 
avoid 24 Hel?? 42, while 24 Af4 ХҮхр3 25 
fxg3 &f5 is equal. 

24... xg3? 

Better is 24...48 25 Wg4 1915 26 ҰУр3 943, 
maintaining the balance. 

25 fxg3 Ёс8?? 

Missing the main point of White's 24th move. 
Better is 25...05 26 ћ5 &xh5 27 415 Фе2 28 
&xf7+ <9Һ8 29 Af4 2,04 30 $xc4 Axc4 31 
Éxb5 Axa3 32 Ха5 4\с4 33 Хаб +. 

26 5! 2d3! 

26...&.xh5 27 Éf5 b6 28 Ххһ5 Ахс3 29 Kf5 
Әс 30 Af4 +. 

27 &xf7 

27 Bxf7! 2.04 28 &xc4 Ххс4 29 #47! Éxc3 
30 &№4 with advantage for White. 

27...18 28 #12 

28 ДІЗ Фед 29 Bf2 Spe7 30 рб 2x26 31 
hxg6 Hf8 32 УМА +. 

28..%е7? 

Better is 28...Ахс3 29 Xh2 Ас2 30 ЁД g5 
31 hxg6 27 32.%е8 Ас7 33 45 Ac4 34 Hl7+ 
Exf7 35 gxf7 DeS 36 ФМ 9,15 37 De6+ хеб 
38 dxe6 +. 

29 %45 218 30 214 +— 

White soon won. 

“After we had finished work, I asked David 
Bronstein if this book could be considered as 
his best games collection. ‘No,’ he replied with- 
out hesitation. ‘It is a collection of my oppo- 
nents’ worst games.” Bronstein & Furstenburg 
— The Sorcerer’s Apprentice. And it is true that 
brilliant ideas often lead the opponent into er- 
ror. 


90) 

For those of you who suggest that White 
should open a second front, the authors predict 
a bright future in chess. Or perhaps you already 
have a bright past behind you! Here, however, 


is no ordinary case of this phenomenon. White 
abandons to its fate the pride of his position, the 
pawn оп сб, and simply sets about giving mate, 
against which there is already no defence. 

24 24! Ha7 

24...Ахсб 25 Нхсб %хс6 26 25 hxg5 27 
Axg5 %с8 28 Нс8 Wa7 29 ДЫЗ 948 30 23 
+-, 

25 g5 һхр5 26 Zixg5 Хас7 27 Whi 

27 1923 Hxc6 28 \е4! рб 29 6+ $xf6 
(29... 227 30 913) 30 Axf6+ 218 31 Wa3+ 
+. 

27...Ахс6 28 Ххсб Ахсб 29 Хр1 ХУхЬ2 30 
Axg7! 

30 Dh7! +-. 

30...с3 

30...Ас3 31 7714 We2 32 ZY7xe6 4—. 

31 Axe8 1-0 


91) 

When а person parts with his most valuable 
possession, it always makes a great impression. 
For that reason, perhaps, whole books could be 
devoted to queen sacrifices. But because of 
their unexpectedness, they often remain behind 
the scenes, and chess loses yet another master- 
Piece. 

30 Деб?! 

While this retains an advantage, the best 
move is 30 V/xf6!!, winning: 

a) 30...@\х[6 31 Axf6+ &h8 (31...97 32 
&\хе8+ Y/xe8 33 Zxe5! dxe5 34 Ахе5 Y7b5 35 
Hb7!! 4—) 32 Axe8 (6 (32... U/xe8 33 &\хе5 
Wag 34 Dd7+ 227 35 0/6 +—) 33 (4 Ихс4 
(33... U/xe8 34 fxe5 dxe5 35 Ф\хе5 +-) 34 dxc4 
Yfxe8 35 Ha7! 228 36 fxe5 fxe5 37 Heal +-. 

b) 30...Чхс7 31 Axd6! DAxf6 (31... хаб 
32 Ah6+ +—) 32 Axf6+ $918 33 2Үхе8 Wa7 
(33... 9Ъ8 34 2xe5+ [6 35 87+ +-) 34 Bxe5 
[6 (34..5?р8 35 86+ #07 36 Ade8+ Xh8 37 
46 4—) 35 Хеб {958 36 2xf6+ 28 37 @е5! 
&хаб 38 Axd6 Хав (38.. 5218 39 е4 ЪЗ 40 
46+ $297 41 Ќе7+ &h6 42 %е5 +—) 39 Ее?! 
$8 40 Ec7 +- with the idea Ae4-f6+. 

30...Axg4 31 hxg4 Ка7 

Better is 31...66 +. 

32 g5 НЬ7 33 Ad2! 2156 34 е4 Axd5 

34...%е7! 35 2.35! Axd5 36 Axd6 2xd6 37 
49х45 +. 

35 Axd6 &xd6 36 ха5 НЬб 37 Exb6 
Yxb6 38 g3!? ҰУс7 39 Bal 918 40 #22 + 
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White went on to win, though Black can still 
put up stubborn resistance. 


92) 

“If you look at the games of Garry Kasparov, 
you will notice that before the decisive storm, 
he often makes a prophylactic improvement in 
the position of his king. Thus, one can recall 
game 16 of his match with Karpov (Leningrad 
1986), which he won with a brilliant kingside 
attack in the Ruy Lopez. In a highly complex 
position, he sacrifices something, but then at a 
certain moment makes a prophylactic move, 
safeguarding his king, which turns out to be 
simply a winning continuation.” This subtle ob- 
servation by Artur Yusupov was made not after 
the present game, but ten years ago! Those who 
wish to study this subject further should check 
out the two games Kasparov-J.Polgar and Kas- 
parov-Karpov, both played at Linares 1991. But 
now we shall look at the most recent example. 

41 &h2! 

Not: 41 Bxd5? Ар4!; 41 &xd5? exd5 42 
Exd5 Wg4 with unclear play; 41 &g1? Eg4 42 
%х45 exd5 43 Ес3 Wed 44 Ёс8+ $97 45 ҰУс3 
Wbi+ 46 &h2 Éc4. 

41...b4 

41...24 42 %х45 exd5 43 Hc3 Wed 44 
Исв+ 47 45 ҰУс3 44 46 \с7+ Феб 47 Хез 
*—. 

42 &xd5 exd5 43 Ах45 Деб 

43...b3 44 Баз 4—. 

44 Каз! Éc6 45 еб?! 

45 &xb4! 2xb4 46 еб 4—. 

45...Чхеб 46 Мез с4? 

46... 996? loses to 47 Hxe7+! +~, but Black 
could try 46...37d7!, when White must find 
some more difficult moves: 47 2xb4 Деб 48 
ДЫЗ! Y/c6 49 Wxh5 2xb4 50 Xxb4 Hel 51 
Eb8--  е7 52 25+ Феб 53 24+ 216 54 
Wf44- Феб 55 ЖАЗ! 4—. 

47 &xb4 Хеб 48 ®хе7 $xe7 49 Ес3! +- 
Wed 50 Ес7+ 2d6 51 с6+ Фе5 52 Ч/с3+ 1-0 


93) 

White’s pieces look very safe, defending each 
other several times, but even so, having so many 
pieces still on their starting squares after more 
than 20 moves of the game is not a great achieve- 
ment. True, there is one big plus — the black 
queen is attacked, and does not have a safe 


square to retreat to. For example, if it goes to 
e5, then immediately £4, and if to h4, then 
АҒА and Éfxe4, whilst playing it to c7 would be 
extremely bitter after хб and V/xd4. The fore- 
going provides us with a good many pointers 
towards the correct move. 

22...%/х{2+!! 

22...94? 23 АМ! 955 24 E fxe4 +-. 

23 &xf2 

But now И is not obvious what Black has 
achieved by removing his queen from the board. 
It turns out that Radjabov had foreseen a highly 
unlikely continuation. 

23...Db5!! 24 &gl 4\хс3 25 Axc3 2xc3 

Black has rook + bishop + a strong centre for 
his queen, as well as excellently-posted pieces. 
Even after two brilliant sacrifices, these factors 
do not objectively give Black the advantage, 
other than in the psychological sense, but it is 
unarguable that White’s position is the more 
difficult to play. Anand manages to find a num- 
ber of accurate moves, but then, as might have 
been predicted, given the difference between 
psychological shock and courage, he gets mixed 
up, commits a few inaccuracies and ends up 
losing. 

26 &b5 

Or: 26 Дез %е5 with compensation; 26 
£d2!? 2d4+ (26..&xd2 27 Wxd2 Ххаз 28 
Wb2! Каа8 29 \Ҹе5 Bf6 30 b5 +) 27 2e3 
S хез+ 28 Ихез 2145 29 Bh3 44! 30 a4 43 31 a5 
Hab8 32 Wel 845 is unclear. 

26... xel 27 V/xel 245 28 2b2 Hac8!? 

28... |7 29 №2 46 30 5 Axb5 31 
Wxb5 Жс8 with unclear play. 

29 $24! Ef7 30 h3?! 

White can keep things unclear with 30 263! 
Ее?!. 

30...h5! 31 b5 h4 32 %е5 44 33 b6 е3! 34 
&h2 43 35 Wh4 е2 36 сз хез! 37 Wxc3 
2\3 38 b7 Éxb7 39 Was ДЪ8! 0-1 


94) 

Grandmaster Igor Zaitsev was for many years 
Anatoly Karpov's second, in battles at the very 
highest level of chess. His ability to find new 
ideas in the most deeply-studied positions has 
frequently astonished even chess professionals. 
He himself formulated one of the principles of 
his approach as follows: "Never be satisfied 
merely with seizing space — one must seek to 
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demolish the opponent’s structure at its most 
fortified point.” Mark the words of this wise 
trainer! But rather than merely accepting the 
bare words, let us illustrate them. 

20...е5!! 21 fxe5 

21 &\хе5? Wh4+ 22 g3 (22 21 Bel 23 1722 
Acl! —+) 22... Éxg3 23 hxg3 УХА —+. 

21...f4! 

Shattering the foundations of White's posi- 
tion. 

22 2e2 

22 exf4 Qxf3 23 VIxf3 (ог 23 gxf3 2d2!) 
23... UI xd4-- 24 е3 1785! —+ with the threat of 
2.85. 

22...fxe3+ 23 Xxe3 ҰУ45! 24 g3 

Or 24 Hel ©xd4!, and now: 

а) 25 Axd4 %с5 26 213 Eg5! 27 Hel (27 
&xe4 Җхе5) 27...2xf3! (27...Бхе5? 28 ГА! 
£5 29 @xb5 +-) 28 gxf3 Ёр2! 29 f4 Ёхһ2! —+. 

b) 25х44! %с5 26 Ha8+! е7! 27 Да7+! 
Bd8 28 Да! 2d3! 29 хаз &х44+ 30 Axd4 
cxd3 31 Ххаз хе5+ 32 &f2 Wed! 33 g3 
Wxd3 34 Ac6+ «228 35 He7+ 4218 36 Axf7+! 
Фхї7 37 \е5+ Хеб 38 Axd3 Ф245 —+. 

24... пуха4! 25 Axd4 2xhl 26 263 ХҮхе5-- 
27 Sf2 2c5 28 &xh1 @ха4+ 29 ГІ Ар5 30 
$f3 &f8 31 422 We31 32 &h3 %27 33 b3! 
cxb3 34 Маз b4 35 Hxb3 %с3 36 ХУе2 ҰУс5 37 
аз Wce8+ 38 #222 Наб! 39 Y7c2 {еб 40 ҰУЫ 
Hal 41 ХҮс2 2d4 42 Хат Yel 43 213 Wfl# 
(0-1) 


95) 

Without delving deeply into the position, it 
may appear that there are a number of ways to 
win. But this is a sweet illusion, and far from 
reality. Original defensive resources allow 
Black to balance on the edge of the precipice. 
Only the simultaneous, prophylactic defence 
of both rooks, suggested by Artur Yusupov, 
denies Black any counterplay: 21 а!!! е8 
(21...4f6 22 е4 +-) 22 e4 2c6 23 &d6. Inhu- 
man complexity! 

Now let us see the game continuation and 
why other moves are ineffective: 

21 e4?! 

Or: 

а) 21 &xd5?! exd5 22 Bxd5 ҰҰЫ6! =. 

b) 21 2467! Бе8 22 &xd5 exd5 23 957 
WfG 24 Wxd7 Иса8 =. 

c) 21 Yel?! 236 22 е4 6. 


d) 21 Y7a3!? c4 22 e4 (22 %х45 is met by 
22... c5! not allowing 546) 22...%с6 23 е5! 
255 24 14 ДЬ8 25 ЖЬ7 $46 26 Hdxd7 Axb7 
27 2xb7 Wxd7 28 %ха6. 

e) 21 $765 Wb6! 22 44х47 2xg2 and now 
White must avoid 23 &xg2?? Hcd8!. 

21..2c6 22 Наб Ка8 23 Wa3 Аха7 24 
ҰҰха? V/c8 25 211 246 26 Хаб ХУе8 27 ГЗ 
95 28 “Ухс5 хаб "2-12 


96) 

14 Хы! 

“A brilliant move” (Kasparov). 

14...fxe5 

Hubner recommends 14...4d7 (hoping for 
15 exf6?! exf6 and the move b4 is merely ап 
unrealizable dream). However, we are unable to 
agree with him, and suggest the more principled 
15 b4! AxeS (15...axb4 16 Xxb4 &\хе5 17 £4 
2147 18 Xxb7) 16 bxa5 @с8 17 аб! bxa6 18 a5! 
6747 19 Da4 with compensation. 

15 b4 c4 16 хс4?! 

One can understand the generous desire to 
help Garry Kimovich develop his pieces, but if 
you are of a more evil character, we recom- 
mend two less chivalrous continuations, both of 
which will please the f8-bishop and h8-rook 
significantly less: 16 Бха5 @\ха5 17 2c3 with 
compensation; or 16 %е217, 

16...2 xcd 17 bxa5 0-0-0 18 Hdl Еха1 19 
\ха1 еб 20 е3 Qab 21 Ags %46 22 2b2 
14823 Éd1 h5 24 Axe5 Lxe5 25 Яхе5 Кха1 
26 Фха1 26 

and the game was shortly drawn. 


97) 

The queen on al is cut off from the rest of its 
forces, and such isolation is dangerous for both. 
The threats to trap the queen, or play 214 fol- 
lowed by Ab4, require non-standard defence. 
Sergei Volkov did not find the correct way to re- 
unite his forces. 

20...“а2? 

20...25?! is also poor: 21 @\c3 ХУхе1--(21...В6 
22 хаб! WYxc3 23 cxb6 Деб 24 Wa8+ Ec8 25 
b7 +-) 22 Axel {4 23 942 Weg 24 Ad3 +. 

The correct way is 20...2c8! 21 @d2! (21 
9.147 Wxd4) 21...b6! 22 cxb6 хаз 23 bxc7+ 
&\хс7 24 ҰҰЫ6! Wa6 (24... xd3 25 Hcl) 25 
1953, when White merely has good compensa- 
tion. 
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21 844 + Wed 22 Abd Фе8 

The only move. Not 22...Wxd4? 23 Axa6 
Wxf4 24 23! +~. 

23 #хс7 

23 бАлхаб?! е7! 24 Ac7+ #17 25 946 %47 
26 &xe7 хе? 27 #756  c6 +. 

23...17 

23...Ф\хЬ4? 24 axb4 Ф{7 25 756 2c8 26 
9214 +. 

24 06 2c8 

24...\хс7? 25 \Мхс7+ 817 26 Wxb7 +-. 

25 Dxab хаб?! 

25...bxa6 26 Wb4 +. 

26 хаб bxa6 27 Ac3 +- 


98) 

The pawn оп f4 is а very useful preparation 
for the attack on the king. But in order to con- 
tinue the attack, Teimour Radjabov has to find a 
move which is exceptionally strong, both in the 
chess and the aesthetic sense. 

25... M61! 

It would be a serious mistake to be led by 
one's emotions and play the superficial move 
25...g5?, when 26 hxg5 hxg5 27 g4! sharply re- 
verses the assessment of the position: 27...2.f6 
(27... xg4--? 28 @h2 4—) 28 Éehl +. 

26 gxf4 

The variations are such that one should get 
out one's board and play them over. Don't be 
lazy! 

a) 26 &xe5 fxg3! 27 fxg3 #15! 28 $.xg7 
Weal! 29 Ah2 42+ 30 ҰУхҒ2 ИхЕ2+ 31 &xf2 
Wxh3 —+. 

b) 26@\хе5 Ad7!7 27 Axf7 Q.xc3 28 Axh6+ 
Bh7 29 gxf4 $xel 30 h5! 25 (30...gxh5?? 31 
471) 31 f5 VIxh6 32 Wxel 24 33 Bhi е5 +. 

26...Dh5! 27 8.42 Ххі4! 28 Agi 

28 &h2 Wf7 —+. 

Now Black played 28... %.16?!, squandering a 
significant part of his advantage. A simpler 
path to victory could be found in 28... Ex(2--! 
29 Wxf2 Wed+ 30 211 Ag3+! -+. 


99) 

20...%хаЗ!! (D) 

Can it really be? It seems that the bishop on 
е7 is there to keep an eye on the queen on h4, not 
to grab an insignificant pawn on the other side of 
the board. But in reality, the queen is out of play, 
whilst with the bishop gone from e7, White does 


ЈА 
@ = 


А7 T 


ua m Am 


шат 2 x 
A Sm ZR 


not even have the childish trick 2xh7+. Mean- 
while, he loses all his queenside pawns, and the 
black pawn on a7 is ready to advance. 

21 0-0 

21 Hxa3 Wxb2 22 Bxa7 1+ 23 &f2 
МХ T. 

21...2xb2 22 Кад1 

22 Хад b5! 23 Éb4 c3 24 Éb3 b4 —. 

22..Éxd1 23 Éxd1 a5 24 cl %44- 25 
Shi Zxe4 26 ҰҮхе4 

26 fxe4 b5 —+. 

26...Uxe4 27 fxe4 5 28 23 е5 29 2.d2 b4 30 
Rel Éc8 0-1 


773 2. 


100) 

We have always been amazed how, when 
analysing, Ivanchuk often thinks for a long 
time in situations where there is an obvious 
move (for example, an automatic recapture or 
exchange). At first, it was hard to understand 
what was the problem, but it is at precisely such 
moments that one can surprise the chess world 
with an unexpected trick. 

33 We2?! 

Black’s position reminds one of an old car, 
falling to pieces, but somehow still going. One 
only needs to remove one more screw, and it 
will grind to a halt. After 33 2343!!, the black 
vehicle is beyond repair: 33...Wd8 (33...47 34 
Axc4! Axc4 35 %#с8+ Weg 36 хс5+ +—) 34 
4xc4 Ф\хс4 35 We2! Ad6 36 9.55 4—. 

33..Л9а7 34 е3?! 

34 8 ха6+! Axd6 35 хаб +. 

34..ЖМе7 35 е1? Hxf4! 36 gxfA Wxe3+ 37 
Wye3 Axe3 38 $572 2d4 39 Ф 13 Axd5 40 Деб 
DES 41 Ахаб &e7 42 31 Ad6 43 Хат+ 16 
44 Каб Ye7 45 На7+ Феб 46 213+ DLS 12-1; 


Find the Win 


Find the win! The most trivial form of question. Each of us has seen such puzzles many times. But 
at the same time, as you have already seen in our exercises, even elite grandmasters do not always 
cope with this seemingly elementary task. 

It is a well-known aphorism that nothing is more difficult than to win a winning position. We 
have purposely chosen our examples so as to show how often even strong players miss forced wins. 
Why is this? Many players spend too much time, when preparing for tournaments, on the nuances 
of opening theory, perfecting their endgame technique or studying typical strategic ideas, without 
considering it essential to train their combinative vision. The view seems to be that one just needs 
to obtain the advantage, and then the player's innate class will do the rest. When the win is missed, 
it is put down to bad Juck. We would not want our readers to go down this same prospectless road. 
Therefore, we consider that solving tests of basic and more complex tactics should be as much part 
of a player's daily routine as washing his hands or cleaning his teeth. This is what one might call 
‘chess hygiene’. 

In solving the positions below, we would urge you not just to find the winning idea, but to try to 
calculate all the variations thoroughly to the end, and to look for every chance of enemy 
counterplay. If your winning method accords to the maximum with the solution given in the book, 
it means that both you and we have carried out our work to the best of our ability. In cases where 
there is a significant difference, check our variations carefully, and you will be able to work out 
who is at fault. If you are sure it is we who are wrong, then please see the ‘Afterword’ on page 156! 


Examples from the Play of Andrei Volokitin 


In accordance with ‘tradition’, we open the chapter with a win against a FIDE world champion. I 
have beaten him, and he has beaten So-and-So ... and so on. Which player has not worked out such 
trains? In this way, one can even work out a path to beating the legendary Morphy. But poor 
Morphy would not realize that he had lost, and had no chance of revenge. 
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Kasimdzhanov - Volokitin Volokitin - Kuparadze 
Bundesliga 2002/3 Batumi 2003 
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Volokitin - Mitkov 
Mainz rapid 2003 
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Volokitin — Krivoshei 
Bastia rapid 2002 
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Volokitin - Matiushin 
Ukrainian Ch (Kharkov) 2004 
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Ivanchuk - Volokitin 
Warsaw rapid 2002 
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Volokitin — Lputian 
Calvia OL 2004 
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Volokitin — 1. Sokolov 
Sarajevo 2005 
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Volokitin — Zheliandinov 
Lvov 1997 
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Volokitin — V. Gaprindashvili 
Batumi 2003 
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Ukrainian Ch (Kharkov) 2004 
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Harikrishna - Volokitin 
Lausanne 2005 
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Volokitin — Н. Olafsson 
Istanbul Ech 2003 
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Bundesliga 2003/4 
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Volokitin — Kozul 
Portorož 2001 
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Volokitin — Tregubov 
Russian Cht (Dagomys) 2005 
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We have offered the final position in this 
section (see diagram 23 above) to many grand- 
masters and masters, and although it is neces- 
sary to find just two moves, only a few have 
succeeded. This is not so surprising, because it 
is not mere costume jewellery, but a veritable 
gem from our collection. So, if you really want 
to test yourself, try to find the win! 


100 Graded Examples 


As before, our 100 examples are in order of in- 
creasing difficulty, with the first 40 relatively 
easiest, and the final 20 designed to challenge 
even grandmasters. We wish you luck! 
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Kacheishvili — Sakaev 
Linares open 2001 
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Milman — Fang 
Connecticut 2005 
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Marcinkiewicz — Zundel 
ICCF email 2002 
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Glek - Arkhipov 
Russian Cht (Tomsk) 2001 
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D. Kovalev - Oleksienko 
Lvov 2005 
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Volkov — Khalifman 
Russian Cht (Sochi) 2005 
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Muzychuk - Mikadze 
Budva girls U-14 Ech 2003 
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Bacrot - Lautier 
Paris 2002 
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Leko – Kasparov 
Bled OL 2002 
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P. Cramling — E. Berg 
Malmö 2001 
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Matseiko - Goroshkova 
Ukrainian girls Ch (Kharkov) 2004 
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Rozentalis – Barbeau 
Montreal 2001 
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Pogorelov — Diaz Castro 
Dos Hermanas 2004 
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Hübner — Luther 
German Ch (Saarbrücken) 2002 
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Firman - Semenov 
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Mastrovasilis — Gagunashvili 
Greece vs Georgia, Athens 2003 
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Grafl - Miroshnichenko 
Cappelle la Grande 2003 
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Nedev - Azarov 
Ohrid Ech 2001 
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Sharavdorj - Juswanto 
Jakarta 2001 
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Short - Stefansson 
Reykjavik 2002 
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Bologan – Movsesian 
Sarajevo 2005 
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Restuccia — Stefanova 
Mar del Plata 2003 
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Topalov — Lutz 
Dortmund Ct 2002 
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Van Wely - Kotronias 
Gothenburg Echt 2005 
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Milos — Karpov 
Buenos Aires 2001 
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Nayer — Nepomniashchy 
Moscow 2006 
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Shirov – Grishchuk 
Wijk aan Zee 2003 
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Galliamova — Kosteniuk 
Russian wom Ch (Kazan) 2004 
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Grabinsky – Sharevich 
St Petersburg 2003 
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Kasimdzhanov - Ye Jiangchuan 
Bled OL 2002 


sae 0 X 
X E 2 
Ж = 

а Е 
ae, An 
F 


FY 


~" 54 “оки 
A о BS 
ay ээ 


= . Е 


Firman — Serik 
Rodatychi 2005 
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Morozevich — Nikolic 
Wijk aan Zee 2000 
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M. Fominykh ~ Gansvind A. Vovk - er 
Moscow 2005 Lvov 2005 


Еј 
Ји m MAR 
и или йл 
ZEA | 


сео 


m а m A 
Am ge 


BAT 


б 
ЕШ 


n aw 
aA 


sa min, 
u. ® АА 
Xd 


2 6 HE: 2 Ж Ë 


Radziewicz - Lagvilava М. Kravtsiv - А. d. 
Calvia wom OL 2004 Ukrainian U-18 Ch (Lvov) 2004 
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Vydeslaver — Avrukh 
Israel 2002 
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Sadler — Pelletier 
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Miroshnichenko — Farakhov Vladimirov - m 
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Solutions for ‘Find the Win’ 


Examples from the Play of Andrei 
Volokitin 


1) 

With opposite-coloured bishops, the side 
which is attacking the enemy king effectively 
has an extra piece. 

32..Х4Һ5! (D) — 


The move 33 7р1 extends the term of the ill- 
ness, but docs not cure the patient. 

33...Wxh1+! 

An unexpected blow. 33.. Х12+27 34 Hxh2 
gxh2+ 35 Whi = is what Kasimdzhanov had 
anticipated when playing his previous move. 

34 &xhl 22+ 35 $221 %44 36 Wxd4+ схі4 
37 Dxd6? 

37 #4 Bg4 —+. 

37...Ag5! 0-1 


2) 

20 Ххеб+!! 4— 

Shattering the illusion of the well-defended 
black king. 

20...fxe6 

20...4хеб 21 47+; 20...88 21 Же5! Wf2 
(21..19с8 22 He7 2xf3 23 Wb3 +) 22 2e7+ 
%28 23 &h4 +-. 

21 {726+ 1-0 


21...18 22 2e7+ $28 23 916 Xh7 24 
We8#. 


3) 

А rare case where it is possible to win by sac- 
rificing the queen in two different ways! Which 
would you choose? 

21 &\хев!! 

21 Мх 7+1 Exf7 22 Q xg6 D8 23 \хЕ7 
+. 

21...2Yxf4 22 Axp7+! е7 23 615+ «еВ 

23.. Феб 24 Axf4#. 

24 Dd6+ Фе7 25 2 h4 1-0 

25...6 26 АҺ7+ Hf7 27 Hxf7 «eG 28 
Axf4H. 


4) 

It is hard to believe that this endgame fin- 
ishes in just four moves. Without committing a 
single mistake, Black is compelled to lay down 
his arms. 

38 аЗ! +- 21Һ6 39 с4+! 

It was hard to foresee that the main player in 
the denouement would be the insignificant- 
looking pawn оп с3. 

39...226 40 c5 2145 41 Db4+ 1-0 


5) 

In order to seize the loot, the bishop sets up 
an ambush. 

22 2d3! &xe5 23 Ah! «9р8 24 %.с4+ НЕТ 
25 Wxh7+ $48 26 V/xg6 1-0 


6) 

Black rubbed his hands, since it seems that 
the king is in a mating-net. But for fruit to ripen, 
one needs warm conditions. 

41... U7g14- 42 &с1 Wel! 

Setting up threats to which there is no de- 
fence. 

43 h4 

43 ҰҰхЫЗ хе4+ 44 %##с2 Да1+ 45 xal 
Wxc2 —+. 

43...Ха1+ 44 Фха1 Ча5+ 0-1 
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7) 

20 &xf7+!! 4— 

A typical idea, in an atypical form. The sac- 
rifice on #7 is met more often when the king is 
still in the centre. But it turns out that vigilance 
is required after castling, too. “Pride goes be- 
fore a fall”, as they say. 

20...Éxf7 

20... xf7 21 Wb3+ Ерб 22 еб +. 

21 еб We8 22 Axc7 Wf8 23 Dxa8 е5 24 
dxe5 Фухе5 25 Ab6 215 26 Ахаб 8.43 27 Ќа8 
1-0 


8) 

The fight for the centre is an important ele- 
ment in chess. But in this case, the centralized 
rook seeks a different road, and without wait- 
ing for an invitation, it gate-crashes the black 
king's home. It turns out that there is also a 
battle going on in the outlying districts! 

30 g4! hxg4 31 h5! (D) 4— 
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Knock, and the door will be opened! 

31...gxf3 32 hxg6 fxg6 33 Hxe6+ 

White is so determined to enter the black res- 
idence, that it is necessary to open the front 
door. 

33...8f8 34 Ef6+ Фр8 35 Нхрб+ >18 36 
&xf3 Хаа8 37 ФА c5 38 45 Бе8 39 Éh7 c4 40 
АҺ8+ &f7 41 Бхе8 Ехе8 42 Деб Rh8 43 Фе5 
1-0 


9) 

In the European Championship, few could 
have predicted that a 15-year-old IM would be 
in the leaders' group. Every grandmaster con- 
sidered it his duty to 'correct this mistake', and 


help him 'abandon the team', but they did not 
reckon with the opinion of the junior himself. 
Therefore, his games took on especial impor- 
tance and often developed into bitter struggles, 
as can be seen from this violent position. 

39...Ébd6?? 

Missing a miraculous idea: 39... Éxh24!! 40 
S xh2 Епб!! (fantastic! There is no defence) 41 
Wf2 (41 (746 Wxd6 42 Éxd6 Axh2#; 41 А42 
Éxh24- 42 Bxh2 Wxc5 —+) 41... Ихћ2+ 42 VI xh2 
Axh2 —+. 

40 Ех46 Ех46 41 хаб хаб 42 %х46 a2 
43 Dal Dd4 44 %р2 1-0 


10) 

Mikhail Botvinnik said that Max Euwe liked 
to make long moves with his queen, on account 
of his height. On this logic, it must have been 
his lack of stature that prevented White, who 
was in severe time-trouble, from finding the 
correct move, which involves traversing the 
whole board! 

35 Dh6? 

The game could have been decided by 35 
Wal! Wes (35...Ae7 36 016 1146 37 Да1 4—) 
36 {944+ Jd7 37 Wxb6+ d2e8 38 M6 +—. 

35...e8 36 ЕГІ 218? 

Black misses a chance to secure equality: 
36...Éc8! 37 &\хї7 908 =. 

After the text-move, 37 @g8! would have 
won, but we shall draw a veil over the further 
course of the game at this point. 


11) 

Our countryman from Lvov, the great player 
Vasily Ivanchuk, often used to give simulta- 
neous displays in which the young Andrei took 
part, and read lectures to the most promising 
young players. Now the professor tests them 
one on one. Notwithstanding White's active 
pieces, in this position, it is Black for whom one 
should find the winning move. 

16...2h8! 

Only thus. In arithmetic, adding up numbers 
in a different order makes no difference to the 
total, but in chess, changing the move-order can 
completely change the result of the game. In- 
stead, 16...2xd4? is no good in view of 17 
Exd4! е5 (17...@h8 18 Ес4! +) 18 105! Жеб!? 
(18...exd4? 19 Ad5 с5 20 Ec1!? +; 18...58? 
19 4\45 +) 19 Ваз =. 
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17 e3 Axd4 18 @ха4 е5 19 ҰУр3 exd4 20 
Аха4 Феб —+ 
Black has passed the exam with top marks. 


12) 

25 Hel! +- 

А non-standard decision. The rook ignores 
the open file and takes aim at the apparently de- 
fended e-pawn. 

25...е5 

Or: 25...46 26 НИ +—; 25...2Ъ8 26 Hh8 
ФхЬ7 27 %Һ5 &$xb5 28 Axd8 +-. 

26 f4! 

Also possible was 26 Eh8!? e4 27 265 Де5 
with the original finish 28 261! +-. 

26...exf4 

26...Ахд3 27 fxe5!? 4—. 

27 Éh8! fxg3 28 аб g2 29 Аһхс8 Ар8 

This move is forced. 

30 Ах48 Хха8 31 Hel Ар8 32 d»e2 &b6 33 
Заз &xb7 34 &f3 d&b6 35 Ахр2 Xxg2 36 
Ѕхр2 a5 37 4213 Yad 38 <2е3<%ха3 39 5744 
$54 40 %х45 £5 

40...%с3 41 %с5 +—. 

1-0 


13) 

It sometimes happens that after losing a 
game, the bitterness of defeat is soothed by ap- 
preciating the beauty of the opponent's combi- 
nation. The following is an example. 

30...2\хр4!! 

Such a move is easy to calculate, but hard to 
foresee! 

31 Éxf8 

It is a case of Hobson's Choice. 31 hxg4 
S xg4! 32 Bxf8 Qxe2+. 

31...2)e34- 32 $h2 

32 dh1!? Axd1 33 53 &xh3 34 Af4 4,47 F. 

32... 92+ 33 Ф.1 Axe2 34 Есі Axd2 35 c4 
4\d1 36 b3 2xh3 37 a4 h5 38 Hal a5 39 Eh8 
2р4 40 Yel 21341 Крв h4 42 218 Hg2+ 0-1 


14) 

This is the only game in this book which was 
played by Volokitin prior to the year 2000. We 
decided to include it for several reasons: 

1) It was Andrei's first beautiful win against 
a strong master, the trainer of his trainer, who 
had in his time taken points off the likes of Tal, 
Karpov, Geller and Polugaevsky. 


2) This game does not appear in the data- 
bases, and we have tried to choose unknown ex- 
amples. 

3) Exceptions interest people much more 
than rules. 

15 £6! gxf6 16 gxf6 2xf6 17 Xxf6! 

The correct choice by the 11-year-old. 

17...96?! 

17...96! is an interesting zwischenzug, and 
while it doesn’t save Black, it makes White’s 
task more complicated. 18 2h6! Axd4 19 Ёр1+ 
&h8 20 297+ $228 21 Д/4!! and then: 

а) 21...2\хе2? 22 216+ Axgl 23 B g4#. 

b) 21...67 22 2xf6+ 527 23 2558. 

с) 21...Це8? 22 %.х44+ 4218 23 227+ е7 
24 (6+ +-. 

d) 21...15 22 2xd4+ [7 23 915+ е7 24 
Хр7+ БИ 25 Exf7+ Weg 26 HAxf5! exf5 27 
245 and mate in 3. 

e) 21..55 22 2f6+ #17 23 %х48 Axe2 24 
Axe2 Axd8 25 Kh4 Lh6 26 Af4 also wins for 
White. 

f) 21..h6!? 22 216+ &h7 23 &х48 Аха8 
24 Axf7+ &h8 25 416 17 26 2.43 е5 27 245 
Хеб 28 c3 4—. 

18 Ар1- 978 19 g5! ҰУр7 20 &e7 V h6 
(D) 

20...Ag6 21 2.16 4—. 
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Blowing the final whistle! 
1-0 
15) 


Fortunately, White did not find the win. A 
strange comment for the winner to make, don’t 
you think? But it is precisely for that reason that 


84 PERFECT YOUR CHESS 


the game continued, and its eventual interesting 
finish appeared in the chapter ‘Make a Move’. 

17 f3? 

17 224! Жхе5 18 хе5 Нев 19 Wxf6+!! 
gxf6 20 &xh6+ Ye7 21 Ehel+ is winning for 
White. 

17...hxg5 (D) 

The only move. 
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18 2xe8! 

18 fxg4?! 2e3+ 19 Әрі Exe5 20 263 with 
compensation. 

18...2e34 19 Sb1 2.£5+ 20 Xal Exe8 + 


16) 

Modern chess programs calculate variations 
very well, but they have some problems in as- 
sessing positions. Such concepts as the for- 
tress remain for them a closed book. In this case 
too, their assessments are unlikely to tell the 
full story. At the end of the correct variation 
21..14е7! 22 dbf2 %44! 23 $xd4 Wh4+ 24 
&g1 (24 23 @\хр3 25 hxg3 Wxh1 —+) 24...cxd4 
~+, most engines pay too much attention to 
White's extra pawn and not enough to the fact 
that he can hardly move. 

Instead the game featured 21...47? 22 
4ybc3, when White had counterplay. 


17) 

19 е1? 

Passing up the chance of winning the lottery. 
19 2141! е4 20 1! +— and material losses аге 
already knocking on the door. 

19...Хае8 

White has lost most of his advantage, as well 
as the jackpot! 


18) 

Black has a cunning way to regain his piece, 
but in order find it, one has to overcome the 
psychological barrier to ‘giving up’ one’s queen, 
and to perceive that even a queen on an open 
board can sometimes prove powerless. 

26...44! 27 Wxh5 Exf14- 28 е2 Ахс1! (D) 
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The queen has no way to defend the rook. 

29 {924 

29 Excl gxh5 —+. 

29...Же8+ 30 2492 АхҺ1 31 997 Ebel 32 
ҰУх46 c4 0-1 


19) 

In a difficult position, the Icelandic grandmas- 
ter has just played a cunning move (27...98). 
White must find the best reply. Perhaps he 
should take the knight? 

28 Hh3! 

White guesses his opponent's intentions, and 
finds the refutation! The dirty trick lay in the 
variation 28 gxf5? gxf5+ 29 Mg3 fxe4!! 30 
Яхр8+ Hxg8 3191 224.32 Wxed Zxdl +. 

28...2144 29 Axd4 exd4 30 Éxh6 2 xd5 31 
&xg6 Mbe8 32 1782 Нед 33 h3 +— Xef4 34 
Exh7+ Y/xh7 35 © xh7 &xh7 36 Eel %с6 37 
Хе7+ %208 38 1783 1-0 


20) 

This position did not occur in the game; it is 
a fragment from its analysis, and we liked the 
denouement. 

22... е5! 

22...ФЬ6? 23 Axb6+ axb6 24 Bhd! &xb2+ 
25 Sxb2 Нха2 26 Wg8+!. 

23 Axe5 
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Or 23 b3 01/8 24 1728 Хеб —+. 

23...048!! 

Not 23...96? 24 d3! =. 

24 Еһ(1 Axh7 25 g3 ХУхе5 26 Ах48-- <?с7 
—+ 


21) 

Even the most complicated things become 
comprehensible once broken down into their el- 
ements. In this case, we can say the following: it 
goes without saying that Black would like to 
take on 25; the threat of Wh8+ can be dealt with 
by ...23a4, although there is the problem that af- 
ter \с2, the knight is attacked. But you notice 
that the knight on h6 must await its death, be- 
cause of the need to prevent the enemy bishop 
from coming to the f5-square, and there is time 
to defend our knight. The result is what was 
called onc of the best combinations of the year, 
but we feel that it is all really quite elementary. 

24...Фа4!! 25 ХУхс2 

25 Wb3 Ёхр5 26 fxg5 Яхр5- 27 dxc2 
Нхе2+ 28 %хе2 %хһ6 29 Y/xa4 215+ 30 943 
We5+. 

25...Ахр5!! 26 fxg5 @хр5+ 27 bl Axe2 
28 2xe2 247! 29 Qp4? 

29 Rf11? Q.xh6 30 255! $е8 31 8х7 Q xf7 
32 4 ха4 #155 33 ҰУхЫ5 axbS 34 216 Хез 35 
хаб Фе7 +. 

29...55 30 b3 2xh6 

This move is good enough to retain a decisive 
advantage, which however Black squandered. 
Instead, he could have played 30...W441? 31 
945 бус3+ 32 62 ХҮхр4 —+. 


22) 

Reuben Fine compared a combination with a 
baby's smile. We hope that White's next move 
will provoke similar emotions even amongst 
adult readers. It is interesting that most com- 
puter programs struggle to find the key move, 
perhaps because they lack an aesthetic sense to 
guide them towards it. 

14 Dxf7!! х7 15 We6+ HfS 

15...р6? 16 44 cxd4 17 2d3+ <5Һ5 18 
Wh3#. 

16 g4! (D) 

It turns out that the fate of the game is decided 
by the g-pawn. The numerous black pieces gath- 
ered around their king can only watch. 

16...26 


E! Wre 5 
шақты: 
ЖА ON 
за mam 
ae g” 

тыға 
mad 


16...h6 17 h4 25 18 hxg5 hxg5 19 ха 5 4227 
20 &b5! +—. 

17 g5 b5 18 Xe3! c5? 

18...bxc4 19 gxf6! Dxf6 20 2 h6!! Wc7 21 
Брз %48 22 Bxf6+ Q.xf6 23 Wxf(6+ Wf7 24 
Qxp7+ 4208 25 Qh6+ +. 

19 2xe5 4хе5 20 g6! 1-0 


23) 

The elusive solution is 31... f8!! 32 Wxh3?! 
AAT!! 33 Éxf84- Axf8 —+. A brilliant coup — 
White has no way to defend against the enemy 
queen. 

The game instead continucd as follows: 

31...Де8? 32 ҰУхҺ3 Wxc6 33 Ф\с4 £ 


100 Graded Examples 
1) 


Ulf Andersson is well-known as a brilliant 
positional player. But what is a pie without 
cherries? 


50...Axg3! 51 &xp3 
51 Bxe6 Axe2 —+. 
51...Ах43! 


As we see, there is nothing wrong with his 
combinative vision, either. He cuts the Gordian 
Knot with some smart handiwork. 

52 Mxd3 Ххе2 53 a3 Де5 54 %14 Ес5 55 
598+ <2Һ7 56 Hb8 рб 57 Éb6 &h6 58 Xb8 
сз 59 ДҺ8-- “2р7 60 МЬ8 Exa3 61 Xxb5 Eh3 
62 Éb4 Exh4+ 63 05 Хр4+ 0-1 


2) 

It is not about quantity, but quality, said the 
great commanders of the past. It turns out that 
the same is true in our day. 
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27 Ехе5!! Lxe5 28 We6+ $218 29 2981 
1-0 

29...Ихев 30 Wh6#. 

So one man in the field turns out to be an 
army after all! (Translator’s note: there is a 
Russian expression which says that “One man 
т a field does not make an army".) 


3) 

Aron Nimzowitsch compared a passed pawn 
to a dangerous criminal, who must be kept un- 
der lock and key the whole time. We feel that 
the words of the great player and writer also ap- 
ply to other types of mobile pawns. Here we 
shall witness the criminal's escape. 

12 45! 1е4 

12...cxd5 13 44! е5 14 Axf5 хез (or 
14...Wxf5 15 &xh6 +—) 15 Dxe3 44 16 2xb7 
+=; 
13 24! ӛхеЗ 14 хе Axed 15 We! 

A precise solution, exploiting the undevel- 
oped black pieces. 

15...15 16 AxfS @хһ1 17 хез 7 18 
0-0-0 32х45 19 Dxd5 сха5 20 Hxd5 сб 21 
Wd4 1-0 


4) 
28 Ae7+!! Gh7 
28...Я.хе7 29 &хе5+ +-. 
29 Wg6+!! 
Setting up an unusual mating construction. 
29...[xg6 30 hxg6++ dxg7 31 АҺ7% (1-0) 


5) 

27 Wh5+!! 1-0 

A super-move! Despite the material loss, 
the remaining pieces construct a mating-net. 
27...8xh5 (27... f6 28 е5+! @xf5 29 Aeb#H) 
28 Dh7! YIxel-- 29 &h2 4—. 


6) 

13 Ad6+! 2xd6 

13...8e7 14 Wh5 4—. 

14 “Ух45!! 1-0 

А very effective move! A rare case of a СМ 
miniature in 14 moves. 


7) 

At first sight, the white queen is trapped. 
Such a clumsy position of the enemy’s stron- 
gest piece naturally leads to a strong desire to 


exploit it. To do so, it is essential to destroy the 
defender of c7. 

20...25! 21 &g3 £5! 

Alexei Shirov is not frightened of shadows, 

22 Ad3 

22 %е5 Bf7! -+. 

22...f4 23 exf4 Ес7 24 Wxc7 Wxc7 25 fxg5 
Yed 26 Dbd е5! 27 \хаб exd4 28 2327 dxc3 
29 a6 Dc5 30 a7 Wfl+ 0-1 


8) 

25 & f4! +- 

Intending е3. Completely out of the blue, the 
d4-knight is trapped in the middle of the board 
— а гаге sight. 

25...25 26 246 Ка8 27 ез Ac3 28 exd4 
xb1 29 ХхЬ1 &xd4 30 Hel 1-0 


9) 

It is well-known that knights are well-placed 
in the centre of the board, but rather more rarely 
pointed out how strong they are on squares such 
as с3/с6, in the heart of the enemy camp. Неге 
they control the whole of the back rank (b8 and 
d8), and also the c8-square, because of the 
check on e7. Here is a recent example. 

27 Dc6! Нев 28 &\е7+!! 1-0 

28...¥4¥/xe7 29 ҰУхс8! Ахс8 30 Яхс8+ 5218 31 
&h6 4—. 


10) 

14 24! 

One’s first impression of this move is that 
White has missed the counter-blow. 

14...2xg4 15 е5! 

But this excellent reply puts everything back 
in its place. 

‚ 15..2 xc 

15...2.c6 16 Y/xg4 4—. 

16 һхр4 14 17 &\хс4 h5 18 913 

Slightly more accurate was 18 $2221! with the 
idea 18...hxg4 19 Ehl, although the move in 
the game does not spoil anything. 

18...hxg4 19 Y7g2 4— 

White is a piece up and went on to win. 


11) j 
The two strongest French grandmasters al- 
ways fight out the most principled duels. But 
duels often end with sudden and violent blows. 
For example... 
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27 Ка7! 1-0 
27..ХЧха7 28 47! 4—. 


12) 

Even the sun has spots. It is hard to believe 
that two such great players could overlook such 
a simple combination, which any amateur would 
be capable of seeing. But that is what happened 
in this game. Take a look at this surprising ex- 
ample of chess blindness. 

53 @\е5? 

53 88+! «раб 54 c7 %хс7 (54..£3 55 
Bxf3 «?хс7 56 @еб+ 5246 57 Axes %с5 58 
Фе3 4—) 55 Dc6+ #16 56 Axes 845 57 «3 
T-. 
53...8.48 54 c4 $45 "2-1/2 


13) 

The position of the rooks on the c-file creates 
an explosive situation. It is essential to prepare 
an escape for the white knight. Pia Cramling 
does this with the move... 

24 хеб! хеб 

24...Ахс6 25 &хс8 4—. 

The preparations аге complete. 

25 Ad4! Ахс226 Axc6+ #7 27 Ag5+ 1-0 


14) 

This example shows the triumph of cunning. 
It is reminiscent of angling. First, you offer the 
bait, then hook the fish on the line. 

21 %хҒ7-! &xf7 22 Дхев ХУхе8 

22...Axe8 23 \Ҹебі. 

23 \їс4+ 2d5 24 Hxe8 %хс4 25 Exb8 4— 


15) 

A position with an extra pawn can often re- 
quire a rather tedious winning process in an 
endgame. But this time we are lucky. 

36 Ахс5! Wxc5 37 УУћ5+!! 

It is a great pleasure to play such moves. 

37.5917 

37..59хһ5 38 2£7+ &h4 39 Df3H. 

38 77+ 5 h8 39 Wxf6+ Gh7 40 213! 218 

40..9хс3 41 Wf7+ &h8 42 Wpg6 4—. 

41 хе5 МЬс8 

41...Ébe8 42 228+ +-. 

42 Ebi! НЕе8 

42...Чхс3 43 VIxc3 Exc3 44 Eb7 4—. 

43 196 Bf8 44 1а6 

Threatening 45 ДЬб. 


44... 9 хс3 

44...58 45 Bxb8 ДхЬ8 46 е5 2e8 47 
Wf6 4—. 

45 1746! c7 

45...0/g7 46 Bb7 +-. 

46 17+ 218 

The other king retreat allows the chess gour- 
met to feed on the variation 46...26 47 Eb6+!! 
Wxb6 48 @\е5+ &h5 49 Wf7+! Bxf7 50 &xf£74- 
&h4 51 2438, 

47 &\е5! 1-0 


16) 

With his first two moves, White clears the 
stage for the entrance of the main actor in the 
drama. 


25 Нхо7+!! «?хр7 (D) 
Z 2 22 СШ 
W Ж 
ҮС) ZZ 
СУ % 
кк УТ д P 
26 &f6+!! 
Bravo! 
1-0 


26...82h7 (26...82x16 27 %їһб+ «е7 28 17468) 
27 1955 4—. 


17) 

In life, one often wishes to do more than is 
possible. But overloading can often have bad 
consequences. In this position, the queen on e3 
has taken on too many responsibilities, and 
pays the price: 

24...Axd3!! 25 h7+ 

25 WYxd3 Wxf2+! 26 &xf2 Bxg2+ 27 еЗ 
146. 

25... 07! 

It is important to give the main hero, the 
pawn on f5, the possibility to advance. Not 
25...xh7?? 26 хаз +-. 
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26 &c34 Hxc3 27 Wxc3+ dxh7 28 Hdl 
48 29 Hd3 96! 30 ЪЗ %с6 31 493 47 
32 DhS Wes 33 Wdl 216 34 Éh3 Дћб 35 
Axf6+ VIxf6 36 Ёхһб+ Wxh6 37 h3 8 е5 0-1 


18) 

The beauty of this combination lies in the 
fact that the h2-knight, by a series of short 
steps, traverses the whole board, and picks up 
the queen on b4, which is on the other flank en- 
tirely. 

17... xf1--1 18 Эх 243+ 19 Фе2 Ad4+ 
20 <242 Ac6+ 21 1786 Ххаб+ 22 2 xd6 X xc4 
23 %с3 На8 -+ 

A combination of three ideas in one — at the 
same time, deflection (the bishop from the f3- 
square), the fork (the knight on c2) and the dis- 
covered check ...2сб+. Not bad! 


19) 

The queen is a poor blockader. On this sub- 
ject, we can again quote from the Shakespeare 
of chess commentary, Aron Nimzowitsch: “The 
blockading piece should be somewhat thick- 
skinned. The slight touchiness of the queen 
makes her a poor blockader.” This phrase is 
more than 80 years old, yet nobody has ever 
thought of a better way of putting it! 

19 xg6! 2148 

19...fxg6 20 Ёхс7! ХҰхс7 (20...Хаь8 21 2125! 
+—) 21 46+ +—. 

20 {724 9\х45 21 Dxe7+ Lh8 22 £xd5 
&х45 23 Axd5 Y/xd5 24 26 +— 

White won shortly. 


20) 

Given the exposed position of the black king, 
and the natural desire to give a check, it is hard 
to make oneself settle for exchanges and a win- 
ning endgame. Nevertheless, 42 @xf7! Wxf7 
43 &g5! +— is the simple and correct solution. 
In the game, 42 18+? 2.98 43 Wal We7! 44 
Wa8+ &7 45 1757 9.17 46 913 &e8 £ squan- 
dered almost all of White’s advantage. He even 
ended up losing. 


21) 

“И is not what you have lost, but what you 
have left that counts.” — Harold Russell. 

23 2d5+! Gh8 24 exf6!! 1-0 

After 24...хе7 25 fxe7 there is no defence. 


22) 

The control of the long diagonal defines 
Black’s advantage. But the shortest and most 
aesthetic route to victory is... 


36...\х03!! (D) 
82 22,2% 


у пара А А 


а | "e 


Inviting the king to go for a walk. 

37 Фхрз &xfAe! 38 Wxf4 We2+ 39 Ghd 
h6! 

Removing the chief bodyguard. 

40 V/xh6 V/f24- 41 9204 263+ 42 9214 801+! 

Not worrying about trifles such as 42.. 42+ 
— mate is more important. 

0-1 

43 dog5 (43 Bed @хс2#) 43...16+! 44 exf6 
Wp3#. 


23) 

23 e6! 

Closing off the last escape-route. 

1-0 

23...%/хеб (23...fxe6 24 &\с5 +—) 24 Wb7+ 
4287 25 De5+ 4—. 


24) 

It is not so difftcult to find the solution to 
this problem, because the position of the black 
king rules out the possibility of quiet moves, 
or zwischenzugs, etc. One only need look at 
checks. 

58...Ag3+! 59 Ихоз 

59 Wxg3 Ихе2 —+. 

59... 7b14- 60 f1 

60 Ар! We4+ 61 263 Wh4#. 

60... Xxf1--! 61 $22 

61 &h2 Еһ1-- 62 &g2 Wfl#. 

61... 21+ 62 ЖЗ 
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62 Ф3 Eh 1+ 63 Фр4 Wed+ 64 8р5 Wg6#. 
62...Х#ї5+ 63 е2 VIL 64 $42 912+ 0-1 


25) 

The heavily simplified position may convey 
the illusion that a draw is coming. But the Ice- 
landic grandmaster is killed by zugzwang. 

36 295! Hxd5 37 е7 Де5 

37... 25 38 9203 is zugzwang. 

38 Ххрб+!! 1-0 

One of White’s pawns will queen: 38...hxg6 
(38...fxg6 39 Hxf8#) 39 h7+ “227 40 ex(8UT4- 
Фх(8 41 h8Uf4-, 


26) 

Only one pawn remains amongst the defence 
of Black's king, and it turns out to be weak after 
the following carefully-directed operation. 

30 X1h6! #75 31 265! Ме7 

31...WWxh7 32 АхҺ7 sxh7 33 &xf8 4—. 

32 %хе7 Дхе7 33 Дһ3?! 

33 Hh8+ 97 34 Аһ51 a more direct way to 
win. 

33... U/xh7 34 V/xd5-4- S h8 35 Hxh7-4- &xh7 
36 1х7 +- 

Even Karpov was unable to save this ending. 


27) 

With his last move (16...44) Black inad- 
vertently drew his opponent to the correct idea. 

17 Bxd7!! 

Destroying the defender of the black king, 
which could effectively close the long diagonal 
from the f6-square. 

17... U/xd7 

17... xd7 18 сз 4—. 

18 13 {924 19 Des! 

Continuing to sever the lines and isolate the 
black king, which is cut off from its main sup- 


port. 

19.../xg5 20 б\хр5 016 21 ИЗ Qxb2 22 
Axf7 b5 23 Axh6++ <2Һ7 24 VIxf8 Һхс4 25 
Wxc5 1-0 


28) 

The white pieces are joined together and de- 
fend each another. "But our weaknesses are a 
consequence of our strengths." Frankly speak- 
ing, we do not know the author of this saying, 


but we fully agree with its contents. 
52... xc34? 


А vexing mistake. Antoaneta cannot resist 
taking a pawn with check, and overlooks the 
win with 52...Ёхс1!! 53 хс1 Axc3+ 54 db3 
d4! (the queen and knight cooperate superbly; 
these pieces complement one another well when 
attacking the king) 55 9762 (55 a4 Wd5+ 56 
da3 a5 —+; 55 «c4 {965+ 56 Spxd4 De2+ —+) 
55... Wb5+ 56 Wal 1745 —+. 

53 <Ъ3 Wxe3 54 хез 44 55 Хеб! \Ь5 56 
£d2 

According to the database, Black lost at this 
point, but 56...d3 is equal. 


29) 

The start of the combination reminds one of 
Frank Marshall's famous combination... 

30 Ф\р6+!! hxg6? 

30...fxg6!2 31 хаб! (it is best to exchange 
queens) 31...Y/xd6 (31...Ах46 32 Нев) 32 
Ахаб Нс8 33 Не7 +-. The position is lost be- 
cause of the weakness of the 7th and 8th ranks. 

31 764+ Wh5 

31.298 32 х48+! Hxd8 33 Ах48-- &h7 
34 Bh3+ 4—. 

32 Wxd8+! Hxd8 33 Hxd84 Wh7 34 Hees! 
1-0 

„and the end is from a combination by Alex- 
ander Alekhine. 


30) 

Our compatriot, the well-known trainer from 
Lvov, Viktor Kart, with whom we have enjoyed 
friendly relations, has assisted the development 
of a number of famous players, such as Beliav- 
sky, Romanishin, Mikhalchishin and Litinskaya. 
In answer to the question of what his secret 
was, he said that he never followed a standard 
programme of training, but tried to develop the 
individuality of each player, and even paradoxi- 
cal methods of thinking. The draughts (check- 
ers) trainer from Belarus, Mikhail Katz, taught 
his pupils to look first of all at what they could 
sacrifice. “Genius is the friend of paradox". By 
following this method, one can find the next 
move instantly. 

27 6+! gxf6 28 Нав+ Ах48 29 Еха8+ 
Wh7 30 V8 

No escape! 

30... 226 

30...h5 31 24 hxg4 32 fxg4 &g6 (32... xg4 
33 We8+ &h6 34 х24 Ha8 35 Хаз +—) 33 
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We8+ h6 34 Wh8+ $g5 35 127+ ФА 36 
Wxf6+ Фе3 37 43+ Ye2 38 №е5+ 4—. 

31 928+ &h5 

31... 5265 32 Wed+ «е5 33 (4+ Ved 34 Wf3+ 
+. 
32 “Ур?! 

With the idea of Éh8. 

32...15 33 Ва4! %с8 

33... .xb3 34 24+ dh4 35 gxf5+ 15 36 
Wp d4#. 

34 g3 1-0 

34...B 96 35 А+ $р5 36 f4#. 


31) 

It is laudable that the experienced Jan Tim- 
man has fought against his opponent’s dark- 
squared bishop according to all the classical 
canons of positional play — by setting up a 
pawn barrier. But it turns out that these pawns 
can be blown away like autumn leaves in the 
breeze. 

31...2xb2+! (D) 


Да ш 

m om m m 

M mem n 

2% K 7 
32 Фа1!? 


Other moves lose by more obvious means: 
32 Sxb2 Wxb4+ 33 Ba2 Ме2+34Фа1 2 xc3#; 
32 $c] We3+ 33 doxb2 Wxc3+ 34 Фр] Wb2#. 

32...Bxb4? 

Now White can escape his fate. The correct 
way is 32...®ха5+!! 33 bxa5 &xc3, when there 
is nowhere on the whole board for the white 
queen to hide from the discovered check: 34 
Wc6 $f6 35 25 hxg5 36 fxg5 Be5 —+. 

33 Exa7+ Wxa7+ 34 Wxa7+ 928 35 Фа2 
Exf4 36 Наз #27 37 h3 Éc4 38 $53 45 39 
Was Месб 40 “Ух45 Exc3+ 41 Ахс3 Exc3+ 42 
Sb4 12-15 


ЖЖ 
%-% Z 


Z 


32) 

The king’s pawn-protection is rather like a 
dam, Once it is cracked, there is no preventing 
its total collapse. Here, the Greek grandmas- 
ter’s entire army pours through the gap created 
by the pawn on f3. 

33...2d4+!! 

Not 33...Ad4?, when 34 сб keeps the game 
unclear. 

34 Bxd4 Dxd4 35 сб 

35 Wxd4 Hxg2+! 36 <9хр2 Wa2+ 37 Yel 
VIxh2-- 38 4211 ХҮҺ1-- 39 Фе2 Bxe6+ —+. 

35...Ас2! (D) 

Commendable persistence. 35...Да1 also 
wins. 


Z 2 Ж 4 A 
m, „22. 17, TFI 
Z СА 2 ZZ 


36 Wxdd Жхр2+! 37 sexe? Wa2+ 38 bel 
Wxh2+ 39 &f1 Whi+ 40 Ye2 Ххеб+ 41 283 
Wxf3+ 425242 22+ 43 Фаз M24 44 VYxf2 
Exd64 45 &e2 Ха2+ 0-1 


33) 

Such situations are reminiscent of an action 
film where a band of villains pursues the lone 
hero. But whereas in real life it is not consid- 
ered very ethical to have several against one, in 
chess, it merely indicates high-quality play. An 
interesting metamorphosis. 

29...47! 30 WES 26! 31 913 %45 32 Че2 
$.с4 33 1973 297 34 ҰУхсб Ахр4 —+ 

Black’s extra piece prevailed eventually. 


34) 

White’s pieces are powerfully posted and 
ready for the breakthrough. It only remains for 
them to get down to business. 

23 Axb5+! axb5 24 Exb5 726 
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24...Wd6 25 Hdd Wa6 26 Хаха5 exd5 27 
We7+ 757 28 Wxb7#. 
25 Наха5!! exd5 26 We7+ аб 27 Bb3 1-0 


35) 

21..Х%Һ5? 

“In difficult situations, one must always act.” 
— Stendahl, Feder. 

31...24! 32 We3 1411 33 Axfl (33 Sxfl 
Eh1#) 33...@е2#. 

32 Ха4 Xxd4 33 %х44 +- 

And as one could have guessed, inactivity is 
punished! 


36) 

It seems that Black is on the point of exploit- 
ing the exposed position of the white king, 
but... 

22 \їхЬ8!! 

Brilliant! 

22... Éxb8 23 2x16 

Breaking into the territory of the black queen. 

23... 7d6 

23...Éxbl 24 Ххр7+ %18 25 &х48 &xg7 26 
d6 4—. 

24 Ахр7+ 18 25 Axh7! Yixf6 26 Exb8+ 
Be7 27 «е2 ЧИА 28 КЬ7+ 246 29 X hxf7 1-0 


37) 

21...b5!! 

Deflecting the queen from its defensive re- 
sponsibilities. 

22 \е5 

22 Ё#4!? Wxe4 23 Vixc7 Ébc8! 24 967 
Ахс3 25 &.xc3 Ф\хе2+ 26 9222 Axc3 followed 
by ...e4 and the win is not far away. 

22... Éxf3!! 23 exf3 VI h3! -+ 


38) 

28... f4! —4 

With the intention of playing ...Ќе5, which is 
just the right way to prepare to deflect the 
queen from defending the bishop. 

29 g3 

29 ФҺ1 Ме5 30 a3 1744 —+. 

29...Хе5 30 {#24 

Other choices of square for the queen do not 
change the result of the game: 30 У787 Éxe4 31 
Exe4 Wxe4 32 gxf4 Bb8 —+; 30 Wh3 225 31 
Wed £5 32 &xf5 (32 Wh5 %27 —+) 32...®/с5+ 
33 22 Rfxf5 —+. 


30...Ххе4 31 Ххе4 ХҮхе4 32 gxf4 28 0-1 

We hope that you saw as far as this in your 
calculations. Suddenly, the biggest problem is 
the knight, which was protected four times in 
the initial position. White resigned in view of 
the following variations: 

а) 33 242 Wd4+ 34 É(2 Kb2 35 We2 Bxa2 
—+. 

b) 33 Ac3 We3+ 34 Bhi Wxc3 35 [5 993 
with the idea 36 Да1 ХЫ 37 Hxb1 Wxbl+ 38 
$62 Wxf5! 39 V/xf5 Dh4+ —+. 

c) 33 922 УРА 34 [5 Дь2 35 923 Wc2! 
36 fxg6 fxg6 and Black intends ...ха2 —+, 
whereas White can hardly move. 


39) 
27...Аха4! (D) 


89/2 


ССА ССА 
% UY Ç 

АХ 

ZZ 


One blow disposes of two defenders of the 
с2-зацаге. 

28 Hxd4 Hc3! 

Forcing the queen to the second rank. 

29 g4 

29 $152 Kc2 —+. 

29... Х113+ 0-1 


40) 

18 1785+! &h8 19 © хрб! De7 

19...hxg6 20 Hed (20 Axc8 Yxc8 21 Bh3+ 
*—) 20...g5 21 g4 +-. 

20 7+ Ф?р8 

And now one of the authors of this book de- 
cided to hold a new year sale of pieces, at 
knockdown prices. 

21 Q2xh7+! &xh7 22 {915+ Sg8 23 Ah6+! 
gxh6 

23...@h7 24 Éxe7 4—. 


92 PERFECT YOUR CHESS 


24 Нр3+ &h7 25 Ххе7+! 1-0 

25..ХЧхе7 26 26+ $618 27 VIxh64- #917 28 
Wxf8+ ҰУр8 29 У хо8#, 

It turns out that the trainer can also show 
some class. 


41) 

The Uzbek grandmaster has left his king to 
suffer the blows of fate. The black beasts of 
prey pounce on this unfortunate victim: 

23...ИхЬ2+!! 24 &xb2 2x03+! 25 хаз 

25 «232 Ма5 26 2c7 24 27 Нез (27 Bal 
$с5+ 28 Ф Wb4+ 29 «сі £xd4 also wins 
for Black) 27...2.c5+ 28 Ы! {964+ 29 Фа2 c3 
—t. 

25... /a54- 26 ФЪ2 с3+ 27 51 Wb6+! 28 
Ab3 Wxf2 -+ 
White fought on, but Black won at move 52. 


42) 

Black has defended all the entry-squares. 
But the coordination of the black pieces is shat- 
tered by a deflecting move. 

39 &\@7+!! 

Disrupting the opponent’s forces. 

39..2c7 

The choice is wide, but all of it unpleasant: 
39..U7xd7 40 {918+ <9с7 41 Ха7+ Dxa7 42 
Sixb6#; 39...Hxd7 40 AxeS #45 41 Dxd7+ 
ҰУха7 42 2f4+ 4—. 

40 Dexes 345 41 2xb6+ Zxb6 42 UIxb64- 
Фс8 43 ҰУҺ8 (1-0) 


43) 

Two bishops posted on adjacent diagonals 
are known as Horwitz Bishops. How strong this 
formation is will become clear. The remaining 
pieces merely need to clear the way for the 
bishops, regardless of cost. Vladimir Kramnik 
does not waste time. 

19 Axf7! Ex17 

Or: 19..7xf7 20 ÉxeS +—; 19... 2.xb2 20 
Axf5 g6 21 Wh6! +— with the idea 21...gxf5 22 
484. 

20 Wxfs!! 

The end justifies the means. 

20...g6 

There is no salvation: 20...Éxf5 21 Даё#, 
20...h8 21 ӛхе5 +-; 20... xb2 21 247 Lh8 
22 Wxf7 е5 23 Над! 4—. 

21 2xe5 


21 хЕ7+ YExt7 (21..2x£7 22 ӛхе5! 4—) 
22 Hxe5 +— is an alternative way to win. 

1-0 

Black resigned in view of 21...gxf5 22 2xc7 
Ахс7 23 Hd7-- <9Һ8 24 Ихс7 +-. 


44) 

The creative play of Alexander Morozevich 
is never boring. In this position, too, White can 
decide the game in two possible ways. A nice 
dilemma, eh? 

38 Qxp7+! +- 

We have great respect for the chess com- 
poser, but we would also allow ourselves to 
suggest a slight improvement in the melody of 
this particular song: 38 Wxf8! Kxf8 (38...0xf8 
39 &xg7+! Ахр7 40 5817) 39 Qxg7+! \хр7 
40 #48 4—. 

38... х27 

38... Hxg7 39 Wxf8+ Ф\х[8 40 587 +-. 

39 Wxf8! Xxf8 40 148 еб 41 Axf8+ Dxf8 
42 5817 $227 43 #а7+ 216 

43...2g6 44 We7 4—; 43...68 44 Bd8 4—. 

44 171 1-0 


45) 

The f6-pawn is the key to Black's fortress. 
All that remains is to pick the lock, 

41 Q.xg61! +— хрб 

41...fxg6 42 f7+ 4—. 

42 Éxh5 

Penetration down the h-file is possible in an- 
other way too: 42 VJxh5! V/xh5 43 Дхћ5 4—. 

42...Hc5 

42...8f4 43 Нави! +-. 

43 ЕҺ4! 2h6 44 Хаһі Xxc3 45 bxc3 &c2 

45.../21d3 46 Прад 295 47 945 4—. 

46 Wed 

46 Bxh6!? Wxh6 47 Wc6 De3+ 48 vel V7f8 
49 Wf3 4—; 46 14117. 

46...Del+ 47 Sf1 2143 48 Exh6 Де1+ 49 
$2 Eg1+ 50 Фхр1 1-0 


46) 

In 2004, the Orange Revolution took place in 
Ukraine. In the course of 17 days, in sub-zero 
temperatures, millions of people refused to 
leave the streets, іп a mark of protest against the 
falsification of the election results. The main 
motto of the people was that “When we are 
many, we shall not be defeated.” Here, Black’s 
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pieces are also gathered on the kingside, but 
they lack coordination and therefore find them- 
selves in a critical situation. Although in the 
game, as in life, everything finished with a 
happy ending. 

12 %63? 

White can stamp his authority on the posi- 
tion by 12 h3! 2d7 (12...2xh3 13 2xh3 25 14 
$15! gxh4 15 24 4—) 13 AdS! cxd5 14 913 
+=; 

12...Ag5 


Now the game is unclear. 


47) 

The blockade is a staging-post on the way to 
one's desired end. But if a lady is determined to 
do something, there is no stopping her. Watch 
how the representative of the fairer sex sweeps 
the obstacles from her path. 

30 2 h6! (D) 


Z 


A 


30... xh6 

30...Хе8 31 hxg6 hxg6 32 %42-- 9208 33 
We3 Sph7 34 BES +—. 

31 £7 Dxf7 32 hxg6! 

32 Bxf7?! 25! 33 ҰУр3 is far less clear. 

32...®\р5 33 Wxg5 Ec5 34 р7+ 1-0 


48) 

Black's pieces are very actively and harmo- 
niously placed and there is a threat of ...Zh3. 
However, appearances can be deceptive. White 
can disrupt the harmony in the enemy camp. 
True, in order to do so, he must find an unlikely 
idea. "One ofthe most difficult things in a chess 
game is the correct balance between attacking 
and defensive moves" (Bronstein). In a very 


similar position to the one we have here, the 
Romanian player failed to find the correct com- 
bination of defensive and attacking moves: 

30 g3! УҺ 31 а! 

With the intention of 2 4—. 


49) 

The knight needs to get to c4 at all costs. 
Thercforc... 

17.../2Kxg4! 18 fxp4 Xxf1! (D) 


W 
ГР 
AH 
19 t h6 


19 Hdxf1 “ха -4; c.g., 20 ЖІ8-- фх[8 21 
716+ 428 22 dl Ёхр4+ 23 Welt Wal+ 24 
212 Wxc3. 

19... Уа] + 0-1 


50) 

The Stonewall system in the Dutch involves 
a solid set-up of pawns on light squares. But as 
the history of the Berlin Wall shows, nothing 
is for ever. Here, you sce another wall come 
crashing down. 

19 \хеб!! V/xe6 20 Ас7 148 21 Xxb7 Ac6 
22 Éb5 &h8 23 &xd5 4— 


51) 

Here, we shall reveal to you Bologan's secret 
of how to find the winning move in such posi- 
tions. Thus, we quote: “Here, I had a cup of tea, 
sat there for 10 minutes, and then played one of 
two winning moves." 

41../Че5! -- 42 Каз 

42 Ba8 945 –+. 

42..Х fg5! 

This is the manoeuvre that allows Black to 
exploit the pin on the back rank. 
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43 Кез 

Other moves fail as follows: 43 Wd4 1745 44 
Каз a4 –+; 43 Wd6+ We7 —+; 43 943 с1 
--. 

43...%а4 44 &h2 4+ 45 g3 Иха1! 46 
Wd8+ Ах48 0-1 

The only thing we don’t know, is which 
brand of tea is the winning one! 


52) 

Black would be balancing on the edge of the 
precipice, were it not for the existence of the 
one and only, but nonetheless sufficient, possi- 
bility. 

31...Ќес3!! (D) -+ 

Not 31...2.c6? 32 4\5! 946 (32..1967 33 
Exh6 gxh6 34 Axh6+ 4227 35 @М5+ %28 36 
27 4—) 33 e7! with the idea 33...Be8 34 Axh6+ 
gxh6 35 We6+ +—. 


t. 
n" 


m 
"Bo 


Bgm из 


For the rest of the game, both players make 
the best moves, but the results are not equal. 

32 bxc3 

32 Нада! Éc2 —+; 32 exd7 Ас1+ 33 Excl 
Дхс1+ 34 $xa2 Wa6+ 35 4763 #с4+ 36  а3 
Ва1#. 

32...58! 33 Ёха2 1753! 34 Есі 

34 де2 хеб —+. 

34...ӛхеб 35 Wxe6+ “Ухеб 36 Ad4 хеб 
37 AgfS 246 38 На7 22 0-1 


53) 

Mikhail Botvinnik recommended the impul- 
sive Mark Taimanov to sit on his hands during 
training games, so as to prevent his hands from 
getting in the way of his thoughts. You can prob- 
ably see the first move of the combination, but it 


would be interesting to know if you made your- 
self calculate all of the opponent’s counter- 
chances to the end. If you did not, you should 
listen to Botvinnik’s sage advice. 

17...2е4!! 

With the idea ...Фхс3 or ...Ag5. 

18 #794? 

An error, probably caused by the psycholog- 
ical shock of Black's unexpected last move. 
The main line of the combination is 18 fxe4 
dxe4 19 44531? (19 Нха7 3+ —) 19... S h81 
(a remarkable resource; instead, 19... E (82? loses 
to 20 1745 AL3+ 21 &xf3 exf3 22 155 +—) and 
now: 

а) 20 f4 exf3 21 Exf3 (21 х3 Dxf3+ 22 
$972 Ad? —+) 21...8ух13+ 22 212 е5 –+. 

b) 20 Exf7 Af3+ 21 &xf3 exf3 22 Hxf3 
Wxf3 with the plan of ...Жас8 and ...Ахс5, 
when notwithstanding the material equality, 
White is lost. 

18...06! 0-1 

19 &h1 Ah4 20 gl Dxf2#. 


54) 

Chess is a battle on the 64 squares of the 
chessboard. All subtle combinations, cunning 
opening ideas, and deep positional decisions 
are all about taking control of the most impor- 
tant squares. Here we shall see how every move 
fights for control of a certain square. 

22... xe4! 

Freeing the d3-square. 

23 & xe4 (D) 


Zaza 


и Am. 
s J^, аня 


"n m n = 
АД АЖ ҮШ ? 
23 ая 


23...d3! 
Now seizing the d4-square. 
24 cxd3 
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24 Wf2 dxc2+ 25 8.хс2 Xxel 26 Чхе1 Wxf4 


24...244 

Occupying the next target — the c2-square. 
25 $122 

25 Hcl Wa5 —+. 


25...19 с2+ 26 Wal 2xd2 0-1 

White resigned prematurely, although he 
would still have been fighting in vain after the 
most stubborn defence 27 Mxd2 (27 Wxd2 
Wxd2 28 Дха2 213 —+) 27...Дхе4! 28 Hed 1! 
(28 dxe4 @b3+ 29 axb3 Жха2 –+) 28...4a4 29 
dxe4 Ab3+ 30 41 Hxd2! 31 Жха2 Wxe4+! 
—+. 


55) 

Many books offer useful advice on how to 
measure genius in chess with the help of vari- 
ous tests. But in our view, in order to detect real 
talent, no painstaking searches are needed — 
one just needs to listen to one’s heart and com- 
mon sense. 

35 б\һ5+!! (D) 


A mix. 


B a = А 
we шар 


Wh 7 а 
Z JU 242 Z 
у % 2 


Шаш, FD 
" 


35...gxh5 


Or: 35... xh6 36 Axf6+ 07 37 %хр5 +-; 
35...18 36 $xg5! fxg5 (36..gxh5 37 S.xf64- 
$ xf6 38 Hxf6 4—) 37 Wg3 +-. 

36 Vixe5+!! fxg5 

36...%Һ8 37 DETH; 36...58 37 West. 

37 Ef74 Sxh6 38 Exh7 (1-0) 

How did you like the play of the youngster 
playing White? 


> 


56) 
In order to explain the strength of far-ad- 
vanced passed pawns, trainers compare a pawn 


on its 7th rank with a rook, and one on its 6th 
rank with a minor piece. “A pawn which has 
reached so far is worth a minor piece” (Rubin- 
stein). 

56 хр4?? 

The Dutch GM is reluctant to give up one of 
his far-advanced ‘pieces’, in order to deflect the 
black queen from its ideal post. He could have 
won by 56 b7!! Wxb7 57 Səg61! 4—. 

56... h64. 57 Ф215 VIf64- 58 «е4 We6+ 59 
21522 

A blunder, though White is losing even after 
59 ҒА c3! -+, 

59...1£34- 60 V¥xf3 VIxf3-- 61 еб Wiot 
(0-1) 


57) 

Russia has won а number of wars after the 
enemy forces penetrated deeply into its terri- 
tory. After the most bitter fights, in extremely 
difficult conditions, both Napoleon and Hitler 
were defeated. In this game, the black queen is 
invited into the white camp, where after a ‘warm 
reception’, it is obliged to surrender, 

19 Zc6!! Wxe3 20 221! 

Not 20 24477 НхЬ2+ 21 Феі Яхс2+ 22 
Хухе2 49 хс2+ 23 92хс2 &b7!, when the advan- 
tage goes over to Black. 

20...Xb6 21 <а1!! 

The commander-in-chief administers the fi- 
nal blow. After 21 137 Wxh3 22 Wxh3 Éxc6 
Black has too much material for the queen. 

21...Чхс2 

21...2.16 22 е5! 4—. 

22 ҰҮхс2 Ахсб 23 2d2 +- 

White intends to crack open the black posi- 
tion with 64 and further pawn-breaks. Ariz- 
mendi won shortly. 


58) 

The experienced grandmaster found a cun- 
ning sacrifice, but overlooked a prosaic way to 
win. 

29 Éxg5? 

It was essential to fight for the d3-square for 
the queen, after which nothing can save Black: 
29 Éd3!! Hxb2 (29...2ух52 30 \с5! +—) 30 
Дай! 4— with the idea of Y/d3 closing the impor- 
tant gl-a7 diagonal, on which stands White’s 
only weakness at f2. 

29...hxg5 30 {924 Wb6 
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30...3737 is equivalent. 

31 5И Éxf2! 

This unforeseen move refutes White's play. 
32 Ёхг2 We3 33 We Vxed 34 Axed F 


59) 

23 Exf7+! Axf7 24 еб У747 

Now White chose 25 ¥Yf6!?, setting up the 
threat of Axf8+ and Y¥e7#, and this was enough 
to win. There is a more direct win, but it is more 
complicated to calculate: 25 Axf8+! Bxf8 26 
Wf6 AES 27 exf5 Ёр8 28 Hed! gxf5 (28... хей 
29 & xe4 gxf54- 30 4р3 4—) 29 107+! Ахр730 
Al6+ %рб 31 Axd7 +. 


60) 

24 Hxh7! 

Garry Kasparov in his element. No mercy 
will be shown. 

24... xh7 25 2.xf8 V/xf8 

25...De5 26 9.46 Ad3 27 f3 4—. 

26 хе4+ 4— Ф?р8 

26...26? 27 Bxd7+; 26... 42182 27 Bhi+ $98 
28 145+ Wf7 29 ЩҺ8+. 

27 Wd5+! 1-0 

27...Wf7 (27...2h7? 28 Hhi+ $06 29 2d3+ 
WES 30 Wx f5#; 27... h8? 28 ХҺІ#) 28 Я хЕ7+ 
&xt7 29 Axd7+. 


61) 

In this example, the most beautiful move of 
the solution remained unseen. But we and our 
readers can see more than the spectators in the 
tournament hall. 

20 &\е4!! 

Grandiose! 

20...44 

20...96 21 Axf6+ Hxf6 22 Axf6 Wxf6 23 
¥¥b6 +- is another way for Black to go down, 
but it is a shame that 20...dxe4 21 Wxg5!! Qxg5 
22 &h5+ +~ never appeared on the board. 

21 Dxf6+ V/xf6 22 Нха4 Wes 

22...!e7 23 Наб 2d5 24 4456 +—. 

23 #912 245 24 9,13 1766 25 We3 +- 

Black resigned ten moves later. 


62) 

Beating the world champion in 20 moves re- 
quires a great deal of imagination, subtle com- 
binative vision, psychological strength and a 
little bit of luck. Anand succeeds in bringing all 


of these components together. Wouldn’t you be 
confused in this position? 

18 2d1! t7d3 

18...Wc6 19 Ќе5 +. 

19 Без! 

Now the bishop on f5 starts to feel lonely. 

19... xc4 20 Xe5! 1-0 

An unexpected fork along the Sth rank. 


63) 

While White's light-squared bishop is firing 
blanks, its opposite number is aiming directly at 
the enemy king. The legendary Viktor Korchnoi 
failed to notice this, and missed the chance to 
present the chess world with yet another brilliant 
combination. 

24...15? 

24.. Ихе4д!! 25 Hxd5 2xf2+! 26 Soxf2 (26 
hl Hel-- —+) 26..У6+ 27 4293 (27 4211 
HfA4- 28 Фе2 [2+ 29 %43 @[5+ 30 Hxf5 
Hu4#) 27...Ме3+ 28 Xh2 (28 $14 Wh6+! —+) 
28...Axh3+!! (it may be that the main difficulty 
of the combination was seeing this dagger- 
blow) 29 gxh3 12+ 30 У] Дхс2 31 Wxc2 
ҰҰхс2 32 Bxd7 Wc6+ —+. 

25 Нха5 @xe4 26 хе4 Ахе4 27 26 (727 
28 223 = 

and the game was drawn 20 moves later. 


64) 

The main problem here for а super-aggres- 
sive player such as Alexander Shabalov is that, 
in order to win, he needs to move two pieces 
backwards: 27 &d6+!! #847 (27... 2xd6 28 
Vid 1e! 4—; 27...88 28 204+! 55 29 cxb5 4—) 
28 Hdl! with the deadly threat of 2a4+. 

Instead, the game continued as follows: 

27 $e5? 

27 Éxh1?? is even worse: 27... Éxhl4- 28 
%41 Xxc7 29 Әс2 Нат —+. 

27... ]h4 28 $.xg6?! 

28 %хҺ8 Axh8 29 &xg6 14 =. 

28... hes 29 %с2?. 

Better is 29 е4. 

29...Чхс4! —+ 

and Black conducted the game to victory. 


65) 

“If one piece stands badly, the whole position 
is bad” (Tarrasch). We would risk adding that 
here, the French GM missed a win precisely 
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because he did not pay sufficient attention to 
the rook on a7. Perhaps he thought that its 
wretched fate was to defend the pawn, and did 
not see how it could play a much bigger part in 
his victory. Not only is it immobilized, it is also 
vulnerable to a fork. 

26 45? 

The winning line was 26 exd6+! cxd6 27 c5! 
bxc5 28 dxc5 Ф\хс5 (28...4хс5 29 &\е5! +—) 29 
е5 +. 

26...U/h7! 27 dxe6 (хеб 28 exd6+ cxd6 29 
Hdl Аһ 30 222 Axfi+ 31 coxf1 Whl+ 32 
Agi Wh2 33 013 Whi+ 34 Әрі Wh2 35 Ar3 


15-1; 


66) 

All chess lovers are struck by a draw agree- 
ment in a winning position. The main explana- 
tion for such strange decisions is psychological. 
The player often strives the whole game for a 
certain result, and misses the chance to achieve 
an even better one. 

28 Wxf8+?! 

There was a momentary winning possibility 
with 28 &c5!! (the hasty 28 Xb8? does not 
work because of 28... 1746!) 28...Axc5 29 Hb8!! 
Hxb8 30 VJx(7-- 9216 31 Wxh7+ 825 32 Yl h4a- 
$265 33 VITA, 

1-9 

Even in the final position White has every 
right to hope for a win, since he will most likely 
reach an ending with an extra pawn. We leave 
you to find the variations yourself. But evi- 
dently, winning the game did not come into Jan 
Votava's plans. 


67) 

22...®\с3? 

22...Axf2!! 23 Sxf2 (the main and most 
spectacular tactical point of the combination is 
23 Ихе5 Axd1!! 24 Hxa5 Hel #) 23... xd44- 24 
&xd4 (24 Hxd4 Axel 25 Wxel Ес2+ 26 ГІ 
Wxel+ 27 &xel Ихб2 —+) 24...Ххе1 25 Exel 
Wd2+ 26 $f1 (26 23 Wxd4 —+) and now 
26...Ас2! — puts the final nail in White’s coffin. 

23 Ёхс3 хс 24 3 2.f6 = 

Black no longer has any advantage. The game 
later ended in a draw. 


68) 
22 б\е2? 


Missing the chance to open a route to the en- 
emy king, with the aid of a double knight sacri- 
fice: 22 ©h5!! gxh5 23 Axh7! Ag4 24 Wxh5 
+=, 

22...Ас7 23 Éh3 Efc8 24 Axh7 24 25 
992 exd4 26 Axd4 е5 

Now the game is unclear. 


69) 

Judging by the position of the kings, one 
would not think this was a game between two 
world-class players. But, after following the ex- 
ample through to the end, one understands that 
even playing blindfold, Kramnik has a superb 
feel for the position. 

32 Rxe5! 2xb5+ 33 “хҺ5 Ас5+ 34 She 
Ихе5 35 Bel Аха5 

The only move. 

36 He7+! 

Robot-like accuracy. 36 @xa5?! 45 gives 
Black counterplay. 

36.. 248 37 ісі Ас5 

37... Аа8 38 27! hxg5 39 %ха8 +-. 

38 É1xc5 dxc5 39 S2c6!! 1-0 


70) 

22 хе4!! (D) - 

The correct move-order. The main difficulty 
was avoiding selling oneself too cheaply in the 
variation 22 Kxg7--?! $918 23 9.хе4 Axe5! 24 
3 Axf3 25 Axf3 9х4 26 Ихћ7+!! &xh7 27 
We7+ Bf7 28 Dg5+ Wxe5 29 Vixo5 2£3+ 30 
Hg2 2xe2+ 31 Wxg2 +. 


. a л 
ата 


ç Í 
⁄ 


m Í a [Y 


77777 
AT 


2 A% 


UL UL 
2 6 


22...fxe4 
22...$xe2 23 Hxg7-- sbh8 24 Hg84! Hxg8 
25 DET#. 


98 PERFECT YOUR CHESS 


23 Ёхр7+ <2Һ8 24 We2 26 25 Axg6+ 
hxg6 26 Xxg6 1-0 


71) 

A common device in many games is for the 
attacker to make a threat, then take a pause, 
during which the opponent cannot maintain 
his composure and is unable to prevent a fatal 
blow. Thus, here, White’s first two moves carry 
threats, and then there is a quiet move: 

20 Axf7! Ext7 

20...Иха1 21 ха! Exf7 22 VIx£7-- 1 хЕ7 23 
S.xf7+ &xf7 24 Ed74- 4—. 

21 Hxd8+! Axd8 22 Ка!!! 1-0 

Black resigned in view of the lines 22...Ac6 
23 Wxf7+ Wxf7 24 9.хЕ7+ «х7 25 Ва7+ +- 
and 22...Ae6 23 ӛхеб +~. 


72) 

The white rooks are both placed in the same 
way on half-open files, keeping Black’s knights 
in their sights. Not surprisingly, they are both 
thinking along the same lines. The sacrifice of 
the exchange is usually associated with Tigran 
Petrosian, but here the situation is different, 
since the sacrifice has a far from positional 
character. 

17 Exb6!! axb6 18 2145! Zixd5 

18...®?48 19 Axf6+ gxf6 20 &.xf7-- Фр7 21 
Wh5 +-. 

19 Wh5! (D) 


Бай” 

Ж prama 

7^ ЖАД 
AZ 


EN и. 


| 


Ki 


aman, BA 
И И FC 


An interesting chess joke — the hurricane 
blows over the whole board, just to seize the 
h7-square. 

19... ]xg5 

19...96 20 Éxf6 +-. 


20 “Ухр5 24421 Wxe5 2e6! 22 Xxf4 

There are as many opinions as there are рео- 
ple. Some would prefer the technical 22 2d5!?, 
fighting against the creation of a fortress. The 
Cuban grandmaster is more of a power-player, 
and prefers to attack the king. 

22...Ә4хс4 23 WhS Хха2 24 ДҺ4 Да1+ 25 
942 f5? 

Undoubtedly, we need to see how White 
would carry through the obligations he has taken 
on after the tougher defence 25...f6 26 Wh7+ 
217 27 Hed Ёр8 28 е5 Kf1-- (28...206 20 М 
[5 30 g4 +-) 29 $g3 Жеб 30 926+ %е7 31 
Wd3!! %хр4 32 xed 4—. It is easier to find 
such variations in analysis than with the clock 
ticking. 

26 Wh7+ 4217 27 exf5 1-0 


73) 

It does not seem as though back-rank weak- 
ness is going to be a relevant subject in this ex- 
ample. But life contains many surprises! For 
Anti, the surprise was... 

24...e2! 

The position contains a hidden false trail. We 
hope you didn't fall for 24...Ab4? 25 axb4 е2 
26 Hd8+!! Ёха8 27 Wxf3 9.42 with unclear 
play. 

25 YIxf3 Ad4! 26 Exd4 е1її+ 

Isn't it curious how the bishop has ended up 
on the king's escape-square a2? 

27 Wd1 

27 Éxel хе!+ 28 Hdl (28 хе! Mclit) 
28...Нс1+ 29 Excl Wxcl#. 

27... Uixd1-- 28 Bhxd1 26 29 Хед Exc4 30 
%хс4 We4+ 31 2d3 хр4 32 Hel g5 33 е4 
Wd7 34 812 Wd2 0-1 


74) 

White has two pieces under attack, but if he 
wishes to save them, he needs to look in another 
direction. It is best to add to the assortment of 
goods on offer, by throwing in the queen as 
well. 

17 Yyh6!! е5 

17..16!2 18 gxf6 2xf6 19 $xf6 Exf6 20 
Wxf6 bxc3 21 2c6! 4— with the unstoppable 
threat of Éxd6. 

18 g6!! gxh6 

18...hxg6 19 Exg6 216 20 Хар! 4—. 

19 gxf 7-4 <2Һ8 20 Яр8+ Ахр8 21 (хрв УҘ 
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75) 

As а young man, Tal once complained: "It is 
interesting that I rarely offer the exchange of 
queens. But in those cases where I do, it is al- 
ways the wrong decision!" Maybe the chess 
goddess Caissa loved his play in sharp positions 
so much, that she punished him for breaching 
his principles. Karen Asrian's last move 38 
Wc3 is of this same type, but it is psychologi- 
cally difficult to exchange queens when the op- 
ponent has another one in reserve. This internal 
barrier proved too much for Pavel Smirnov too. 

38...fxe2?? 

The refutation of White’s play is 38... 7xc3! 
39 Axc3 е2! 40 Hdl (40 {9хе8+ &xe8 41 Ха 
еха1ї#+ 42 уха! fxg2; 40 Axe2 fxe2 41 
Wxe84- 52хс8 42 4212 De4+) 40...Axd8 41 
Hxd8+ %с7 42 &%[2 fxg2 43 Фухе2 <%х48 +. 

39 V/xe84! <9хе8 40 Wc8+ “2е7 41 998# 
(1-0) 


76) 

Glancing at this position, one can almost 
hear the impassioned screech of the bishop at 
c4 to its d5-pawn, as regards the next move. “А 
chess-player should not think of his picces as 
wooden figures, but as living beings, with feel- 
ings, ready to sacrifice themselves for their col- 
leagues, and of every square on the board as 
living and breathing. The pieces fight and die, 
take risks, and often only the player himself sits 
there like a wooden figure, unable to believe in 
and use the powers of these “dead objects’.” — 
Tartakower. We do not mean to be rude to the 
strong Bulgarian player with White in this 
game, whose career includes victories not only 
over Topalov’s second, but over Topalov him- 
self. All good players sometimes find them- 
selves cocking a deaf ear to the requests of the 
humble wooden pieces. Several examples in 
this book are evidence of this. 

23 142 

23 46! 8 24 4763 h6 25 47+ Vh7 26 
&xh6!! 2xh6 27 Hxe5 {158 28 Же?! 4—. 

23...е4 

Better is 23...е4! 24 ®xe4 fxe4 with un- 
clear play. 

24 46 h6 

24...Rf8 25 ХҰЫЗ h6 26 &\7+ &h7 27 е5 
+ 


25 17+! 


25 &хр8?? Wxg8 +. 

25...2h7 26 е5 

White should prefer 26 Y7b3!2. 

26...%е6 27 a5 Dd5 28 axb6 2xe5 29 fxe5 
axb6 30 Ххав 

30 &xh6! &xh6 31 9.х45 &xd5 32 Vid24 is 
superior. 

30... 7xa8 31 V7b3 14 32 2£2 сЗ 33 We2+! 
9187 34 214! [3 35 &xd5! [2+ 36 Xh2! Wf8 
37 ӛхеб VI 44 38 <2Һ1 [хе + 39 2xel Bf8 
40 &c4 55 41 2xb5 1-0 


77) 
31 е5!! (D) 


СА жамы” 
ж 
% 


СЛ 


The strongest continuation. The knight at- 
tacks f7. 

31...fxe5 

31...48 32 D7! Hxf7 33 Wxe6 КИЗ 34 
Axd6 Hxd6 35 Ах46 +-; 31...%.с7 32 Ad7+ 
+. 

32 Ахаб Ахаб 33 Нхаб {157 34 Wxb7+ 
&xb7 35 %хе5 Dc6 36 Xd7+ 1-0 


78) 

White played 17 Ace2?, missing an effec- 
tive finish by means of 17 Bxf7!! &xf7 18 
tI Heg 19 De4!!. This move is the point of 
the combination: the queen is deflected from its 
indirect defence of the pawn on e6, with the 
help of a check on b6. Thus 19...7xe4 20 Axe6 
=; 


79) 

White’s main enemy is the knight оп 16, 
which prevents the queen from being included 
in the attack. We hope that you solved this 
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problem better than the world’s number опе 
player. 

32 4264? 

32 Ded+!! Dod (32... 267 33 Axl6 «х6 34 
Wxh5 е4 35 f4! +—) 33 Exg4+! hxg4 34 УУхр4а+ 
99/7 35 %їрб+ Фе7 36 We7+ 217 (36..®с8 37 
{6 +—) 37 16+ &e8 38 Axd6+! cxd6 39 {928+ 
518 40 206+ $248 41 Wxf8+ %с7 42 \е7+ 
7 43 [7 +-. 

32...8f7 33 Ар7- 

33 об Hg8 34 Ags+ е7 35 Ахр8 Axg8 
36 Wxh5 Wxd5 37 Wh7+ 5228 38 [6 Axf6 39 
We7 2b7 40 296+ Spd8 41 ҰҰх(6-- 247 is un- 
clear. 

33...«2e8 34 Axc7+ <248 35 Ac6+ <2е8 36 
&\с7+ $48 37 2\еб+ <?е8 38 Ac7+ 1/›-1/› 


80) 

The winning combination here has two main 
themes: the exposure of the white king along 
the h- and g-files, and the loose rooks on the 
bl-h7 diagonal. But imagination is needed to 
see how precisely to exploit these factors. 

40...22xh4!! 41 Y/xh4 

4] Exh4 Wxd3 —. 

41...05 —+ 42 Wh3 

42 Wf2 is met by 42...Ќсрб!, exploiting a 
‘linear’ mate: 43 Hd8+ &h7 44 Hh4 Аһ5 with 
the decisive threat of 45...05, which is also 
the answer to 45 Д42. 

42...АҺ5 43 На8+ &h7 44 Инд \Ус2+ 45 
Әрі 

45 &h1 Ég6! -+. 

45... 6+ 46 21 Ххһ4 

46... Wel+!?2 47 Фе2 (ог 47 &f2 Agi —+) 
47...Bxh4 48 %/хһ4 Hp2+ 49 “943 \Ус2+! 50 
срез Ќе2#. 

47 ХУхћа {902+ 48 Yel V/xf3! 49 V/h2 Ар2 
0-1 


81) 

The Chinese grandmaster, who plays on the 
ICC under the handle ZPX, failed to spot a hid- 
den double attack: 

17 25? 

17 #43! Ф хез (17...%е5 18 (4 4—; 17...25 
18 е5+! рб 19 17х04 dxe5 20 Wxd8 Еха8 21 
203 +-) 18 e5+! &h8 19 exf6 25 20 Wxe3 +—. 

The following play saw the advantage change 
hands, and swing violently in size, more than 
once. 


PERFECT YOUR CHESS 


17...2b6 18 Yxt7? 

18 Had1!? is met by 18... е8 with compen- 
sation (and not 18...Ќе8? 19 Hd3! Hxe4 20 Арз 
Ахһ4 21 V7xf7 918 22 Exg7+ 9288 23 {726 
+-). 
18... 7718 | 

With this and his following moves, Anatoly 
Karpov restores the coordination of his forces. 
18...ї#е8 19 Y/xe8 Жахс8 20 2xf6 рхГб 21 
493 Нр5 F is less incisive. 

19 Wc4 Beg 20 Kael g5 21 2р3 Axed 22 
&xh6 (D) 

A successful attempt to muddy the waters. 


And now it is the 12th world champion’s 
turn to err. Failing to penctrate to the heart of 
the variations, he felt compelled to fight for a 
draw. But after 22...Axf2!! the problems would 
have been on his opponent’s shoulders. 

22...02xh6? 

22...Axg3? 23 Ахс8 \Ухе8 24 Axg8 De2+ 
25 Shi 9297 26 1745! +. 

22...бух[2!! 23 Wxg8+ (23 Ахс822 Aed+ 24 
$12 Q xf2+ 25 У Ag3+ 26 hxg3 Wxh6+ 
—+; 23 Axg8?! хе! 24 Hxel Ad3+ 25 $h! 
Axel 26 @хе1 Wxg8 +) 23... U/xg8 24 Axes 
Ихе1 25 Мхе1 Ad3+ 26 ГІ Axel 27 Df6+ 
Ф?рб 28 Ads 2343 +. 

23 Кхе4 1115 24 Ахе8 Exe8 25 h4! € 

White went on to win following further er- 
rors from Black. 


82) 

Films are often made based on works of liter- 
ature. And, not surprisingly, the directors often 
enjoy bigger success than the original authors. 
The Hollywood influence affected us too, and 


SOLUTIONS FOR ‘FIND THE WIN’ 


we decided to follow their approach, and change 
what actually happened in the game itself. 

22 е3! Ас8 23 He2!! 

Avoiding the relatively less effective 23 
24219 Ad3+ 24 схаз YYxd3 25 АГІ h4 + and 
the downright bad 23 92427 Wd4+ 24 Qxd4 
44+. 

23...?а4 24 4 +- 


83) 

26... 24! 

It is not so difficult to find such a move, but 
more difficult to avoid errors in calculating the 
variations. 

27 fxgA Де2+ 28 &h3 VYe3! 29 HfS 

29 814 УУХГ4!! (one cannot help enjoying 
such a variation) 30 gxf4 8е3+ 31 «4 Axh2#. 

29...06?! 

29...Ме5! –+. 

30 Ded? 

White fails to seize his chance. 30 Yfxe2! 
Хухе2 31 Жх/бів unclear. 

30...gxfS 31 Axf6+ 217 32 Axe8B ҰУҺӨН 
(0-1) 


84) 

30...Sa6!! 

The most difficult thing for an attacker is to 
move pieces backwards. If you found this ma- 
noeuvre, we congratulate you. 

Not 30...15? 31 Ахс4! Ахс4 32 9.43 $. 

31 Хеб 

31 2d3 хаз 32 Хс8+ (32 exd3 Да! 33 
Хс8+ 218 34 ДЫ8 Axbl+ 35 wg2 Hal —+) 
32..2.f8 33 2e3 215 34 Abs $227 35 Hxb2 
Hal —+. 

31...2b7! 

Another step backwards, апа... another step 
towards victory! 

32 Kc7 Éxa7 33 Дхе7 f5 

33... xd5?? is a blunder due to 34 He8+! 
(34 Аха79? &хе4 —+), but 33... f8!? is an- 
other possibility. 

34 $d3 2d4 35 еЗ Яха5 36 Де8+ 4217 37 
Крв 26 0-1 

An example which shows that in chess, re- 
treats sometimes win battles. 


85) 
21 &xf7! is the first move that comes into 
one's head, but the main problem is to justify it 
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with concrete variations. After 21... хЕ7 22 
Af3 Hdf8 23 g4 #706 White must find the quiet 
but nice 24 h3!. This is the most difficult mo- 
ment in the combination. Black’s position is in- 
defensible: 24....2.c2 (24...47 25 Да1 2e8 26 
Хав +-) 25 Ихс2 Axc2 (25... хс226 Qxf7+ 
сећа 27 Я хс2 Axc2 28845 +—) 26 Wxb7! h5 
27 Ихг7 Ихг7 28 We8+ «7 29 &x(7 Wxf7 30 
Wxc2+ +—. 

The game followed a very different course: 

21 h3? 15 22 Acel Ac2 23 9.хГ7+ 

23 4x17? Axe3 24 Dxd8+ Axc4 25 ҰҰхс4-- 
$18 26 Axb7 2c8 +. 

23..5Һ7 24 {7х7 

White has a couple of alternatives here: 24 
E312 Dxel 25 Hxf5 VIxf5 26 p 9хоб 27 
бухрб Фохрб 28 We6+ B66 29 Wxel b6 = or 24 
Sxh5 Axel 25 Axel 24419 with unclear play. 

24...Axel 25 Axel Abst 26 {145 

26 Y1(3 Axt7 27 Vixh54- 4208 28 Axf7 УУХЕ7 
29 VIxC74- &ox(7 30 He5 =. 

26...АхЬ2 27 13 xf7 

27...56? 28 14. 

28 Wxh5+ $208 29 YIx(74- 

29 8х7? еб. | 

29...ї7х{7 30 6х7 Soxf7 31 Де5 207 15-1 


86) 

The motif of the combination is the bishop’s 
dream of getting to 46. All that remains are the 
details of how to prepare its arrival. 

20 45! (D) 


> 
7 
ИР 
я. 42 
2%“ 
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An essential step. 

20...4Һ621 2xd7 Axd7 22 742! 
A nice double attack. 

22...e5 


i ЈА, Z 
ZA 
па 


2427 D. 
ЖЖ Ез 
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This is the principled move, but perhaps it 
was better to buy off White at the cost of an ex- 
change, and seek a draw after 22...Af6!? 23 
Хаб Wd8 24 &xf8 9ха2 25 Иха2 %х[8 26 
Есі Ad5 +. 

23 2e3 DAc5 244! е4 25 We2! 

The key move, on which the whole variation 
is based. 

25...ЦхЬ4 26 a3! +— 


87) 

This position is one we constructed espe- 
cially for this book. 

38 Axc6!! Ехс6 39 143! 17062! 

39...хе4 40 Җхе4! Ad6 (40...2\е5 41 {945+ 
+—) 41 Ех 4—. 

40 Ag5+ hxg5 41 Ехеб Есхеб 42 V/xc4 +- 

A beautiful coup, wouldn't you agree? 


88) 

Nigel Short has given the chess world many 
beautiful examples of attacks on the enemy 
king. 

32 Wxh5!! 

Exploiting the doubled rooks, White breaks 
through to g8. 

32...Ќхе4!? 

The best practical chance. 32...gxh5 33 2xf4 
+— Х947 34 2h6! Q2xh6 35 Ез8+ Жхд8 36 
Hxg8tt. 

33 2h6!! 

One bad move can reverse the result in such 
a sharp position: 33 Xxg6? He5! 34 1713 hxg6 
—. 

33...He6 

Ог: 33...2xh6 34 Ёхрб!! 4—; 33...Не5 34 
Sxg7-- &xg7 35 Ихрб+ hxg6 36 V/xg64- 4218 
37 WYETH. 

34 &xg7+ $xg7 35 Хоз We2 

35...Ќе5 36 Ихрб+ +-. 

36 Wh4 HeS 37 Éh3! Еха5 38 Wxh7+ 218 
39 Wxg6 1-0 


89) 

The experienced trainer of the Ukrainian 
team is involved in many fierce struggles with 
youngsters trying to get into that team. Chess is 
almost the only form of sport where trainers 
have to oppose their pupils in serious battles. 
And the laws of natural selection point to the 
triumph of youth. 


PERFECT YOUR CHESS 


20 Axf6+!! Vxf6 

20.. 248 21 4 +—. 

21 255! Bc8 

Ог: 21...247 22 2.xd7+ &xd7 23 е5 {927 24 
W¥b5+ c7 25 Е 4—; 21...47 22 e5 %Уа7 23 
Ө хсб+ хеб 24 Wc4+ +-. 

22 &xc64- Ахсб 23 155 Ф447 24 е5! Was 

24.407 25 ВА Wxe2 26 Wb7+ 5948 27 
Ис4 +—. 

25 {хеб+ %с7 26 Bxf7+ 867 27 exd6+ 
хаб 28 Éxe74 1-0 

28..ХЧхе7 29 {4с5+ +—. 


90) 

41 9е6!! 

For lovers of the long-drawn-out, the queen 
sacrifice 41 Ёхс7 Bxf5 42 @xf5 deserves at- 
tention, but compared with the game continua- 
tion, this line is too humane. 

41...57 

41...59 h8 42 Y/xg6! Wxg6 43 Bxf8+ 5217 44 
£5 followed by the unstoppable \е7. 

42 ALS 4— 

It is hard to believe, but this is zugzwang! A 
very rare thing during an attack on the king. 

42...а5 

Other moves do not relieve the suffering: 

а) 42...2f8 43 Яс8#. 

b) 42...28 43 We8+ #18 44 De7#. 

с) 42...A£8 43 De7+ %2Һ8 44 ҰҰХ(7 +-. 

d) 42...ХУҺ8 43 Wxg6 218 (43..1УҺ7 44 
@h6+ +-; 43...Ёхү5 44 ехі5 818 45 Хеб +—) 
44 еб 4—. 

43 a4 &h8 44 V/xf7 DEA 45 “е7 1-0 


91) 

A knight on the edge of the board is always a 
bad thing according to Tarrasch. This is a well- 
known piece of ‘wisdom’. Could both of the 
players in this game have forgotten it? It seems 
that even the strongest grandmasters can bene- 
fit from re-reading the old books! 

18 %422 

Anand misses 18 b4!! dxc3 (18...%46 19 
bxa5 %хе5 20 2h7+ 18 21 Ихе5 is also win- 
ning for White) 19 bxa5 944+ 20 @h1 хе5 
21 &a3!! (Tarrasch never said anything about a 
bishop on the edge of the board!) 21...Hf1+ 22 
Exf1 $xa3 23 #15 We8 24 Hel &f7 25 ХУхс3 
+=; 

18...2h4 19 КП 216 20 Hael 


SOLUTIONS FOR ‘FIND THE WIN’ 


Or 20 #1517 %хе5 21 Ёхе5 Wf6 22 #15 (22 
2h7+ &h8 23 BES Wb6 24 cxd4 Ac6 leads to 
equality) 22...®УЬ6 23 cxd4 Ёх5 24 &xf5 Ac6 
(24...Чха4-- 25 Phi Ac6 26 2c3 £) 25 2e3 
548, when Black has compensation. 

20...Q.xe5 21 917+ Sçh8 22 Axf8+ Wxf8 
23 Exe5 Ac4! 24 Ихћ5 Axd2 25 Wxd2 dxc3! 
= 26 Wxc3 

26 Wc2 We8! 27 Bf5 &xh7 =. 


12-1 


92) 

A knight оп 45 is the signal for an attack on 
the king. This is an old omen, often used by 
strong players. 

24 Аһ4! h6 (D) 

Black has no choice. 


m A, 
А p 


76/7 


bY Г 
b и 

25 Ихрб! Аха5!? 

Do not be too lazy to examine the пісе geo- 
metrical effects achieved by the white pieces 
in the variation 25...2c6 26 Hgxh6! Bxd5 
(26...&.xh6 27 Wh5+! &e6 28 Не4+ 5247 29 
19158) 27 Bh7+ Феб (27...826 28 Ég4 +-) 
28 Не4+ He5 29 ҰУһ3-! %45 (29...xf6 30 
Hf4+ 8р6 31 Wd3+! +-) 30 с4+! %с5 31 
We3+ 59Һ4 32 Wc3+ 205 33 Wd4+ 424 34 
с5+ @xb3 35 Wb4#. 

26 Wxd5+ Фхоб 

But it is one thing to know the theorem, an- 
other entirely to exploit it effectively in prac- 
tice... 

27 \е4+?? 

Precision is vital! This error in calculation 
reverses the assessment. White can win by 27 
Wh5+!! 2 Һ7(27...%2х16 28 Kf4-- 07 29 Дї7+ 
Sh8 30 126 +—) 28 WE7+ &h8 29 We! +—. 


Ж 


Y @ 
m 
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27...82xf6 —+ 
Now Black went on to win. 


93) 

The battle is in full swing, and the fire envel- 
ops not only the field of battle, but also the 
kings’ fortresses. Both sides’ forces are fully 
committed and there is nowhere to run to. With 
the spirit of “with your shield or upon it", the 
white king sends forward not only his main de- 
fender - the g2-pawn — but is even prepared to 
sacrifice his queen. 

31 Xxf6! \Ухе5 (D) 

Or: 31..2ух63 32 Hxd8 Wxd8 33 M74; 
31..gxf6 32 197! 4—. 


7иша” 
жш? 
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32 43! б\е2+ 33 %р2 1-0 
Victory always goes to the brave! 


94) 

If anybody believes that it is merely a white 
knight that occupies f5, he should look again. 
The black king already sees in it its own fate. 
Humans may hesitate in the face of the many 
options, but the silicon monster is merciless in 
such positions, even to those rated over 2700. 

28 2xh6!! 1-0 

Michael Adams does not waste time on a 
futile resistance, since in such a position, the 
only thing that can stop Hydra is a power cut. 
28...gxh6 (28...2.xd6 29 &xg7 $e7 30 &xf6 
&xf6 31 ҰУр4-- Gh7 32 Wh5+ 4728 33 Хез) 
29 Wf3!! &h7 30 ез +-. 


95) 
This position does not һауе a mathemati- 
cally exact forced win. But we hope you will 
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not condemn us for including an ‘unsound’ ex- 
ercise, because finding the correct defence is 
extremely difficult. If anybody finds such a de- 
fence, we can only doff our caps to them in ad- 
miration. 

24 &M6-! &h8?! 

After the best defence 24... 2 xf6! 25 Ахс2 
$27! 26 Wg5 &xc2 27 d4 $g6 28 2xg7 
&xg7 +, the weakness of the king gives White a 
definite advantage, but as mentioned above, no 
clear-cut win. 

25 №4! (D) 
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rdum га M. Ж 27777 
% GE — 
Seizing the d4-square from the opponent, 


and therewith, all of the dark squares. 

25...%їхЬ3 26 Exb2! Yxb2 27 2d4 342 28 
@xh7+ Wxd4+ 

28... 228 29 Af6+ &g7 30 2е8-- 28 31 
Wh8#. 

29 Wxd4+ &xh7 30 Жез! 628 

30...f6 31 Же7+ Kf7 32 Щхї7+ &xf7 33 
Wed+ +-. 

31 Eh3 15 32 Hg3 Sf7 33 хаб Eg8 34 
Wd5+ 26 35 Wc6+ Фе5 36 143 &f4 37 h4 
Фр4 38 Wf3+  хҺһ4 39 14+ 1-0 


96) 

In the endgame, the old wisdom is that one 
should try to play like a machine. At stake with 
the next move was the championship of the 
USA. 

48...a5?? 

. Black must play 48... b5!!. Only this square, 
not because the piece is en prise, but because 
only from b5 does the bishop fulfil two func- 
tions, helping its pawns and defending the king: 
49 $f5 43 50 $f6 @.а4!! (an important move, 


PERFECT YOUR CHESS 


taking in hand the d3-pawn and escorting it 
home; not 50...42? 51 27+ 28 52 Hxb5 +-) 
51 Не7 el Ч! 52 Exel d2 —+. 

49 $f3 a4 50 df2 a3 51 bxa3 b3 

51...bxa3 52 Наб 4—. 

52 2741 Фхр7 53 Хе7+ #6 54 Éb7 %с4 

54... & c2. 55 хе? 4225 56 Éb54 %р4 57 
$42 +-. 

55 Éb4 &f7 | 

55...b2 56 ЁхЬ2 43 57 a4! 85 58 М65+! +-. 

56 a4 43 57 a5 %хһ5 58 Xel %е5 59 a6! 
&f3 60 a7 h5 61 Axb3 $44 62 #58 h4 63 
Hd84 <с3 64 Ис8+ $294 65 $d2 13 66 a8% 
1-0 


97) 

A well-known soccer trainer once said that 
a really talented player is one who can see not 
only everything that is happening on the field, 
but also the attractive blonde sitting in the 
stands. We shall not try to extrapolate this 
analogy to the chessboard, but suffice it to say 
that Mikhail Kozakov shows that he is not fo- 
cused only on the kingside. 

23...%а6!! (D) 
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Only this move achieves the maximum: 
strengthens the back rank, deflects its opposite 
number from e2 and thereby weakens the light 
squares around the king. Let's survey the less 
effective alternatives: 

a) Certainly not 23...2\һ4?? 24 Axf6+ $xf6 
25 Wxe8+ 207 26 Wxe4 4—. 

b) 23...Жеб?! 24 Axf6+ $xf6 25 ҰҰС?! is 
unclear. 

с) 23..2g41? 24 Axf6+ &xf6 25 &xg4 
ҚҰхр4 (25...һхр4?! 26 Wxf6 Жеб 27 YIixg54- 


SOLUTIONS FOR ‘FIND THE WIN’ 


Боб 28 We5 Dh4 29 ҰУр3 13+ 30 &h1 Eh6 
31 Wxh3 Exh3 32 222 4+ =) 26 f3! exf3 27 
Wxf3 Axe3+ 28 Wxe4 Axg4 29 Ac6 Кас8 30 
d5 +. 

24 @xf6+ 

24 хаб Dh4 —+. 

24...й.х{6 25 Wxf6 Хеб! 

An important move. 

26 Wxg5+ Ерб 27 Wxg6+ fxg6 28 2xa6 
h4 —+ 

White could only delay mate until move 42. 


98) 

We admit quite openly that we found it diffi- 
cult to work out all the details of the solution to 
this position, Even when one of us presented it to 
the other as a training exercise, and each of us 
was working as hard and professionally as possi- 
ble, only the main idea was found, and we did 
not succeed in working out all of the variations. 

The winning line is 29 2.xf6!! gxh6 (29...246 
30 %хр7-! Фхр7 31 5+ +—) 30 We5!! and 
now two lines are important to have foreseen: 

а) 30...Фе8 31 &h4!! with the idea 31...Д45 
32 Wh8+ 87 33 Wh7+ $218 34 Wxh6+ «е8 
35 Wpg6+ %18 36 216! Хаб 37 We7+ %е8 38 
Wo8-- <47 39 Дхе7+ «сб 40 ҰҮс4-- 256 41 
Wb5#. 

b) 30...45 31 Wf4!! &e8 32 Wxh6 +. 

It is not surprising that over the board Rad- 
jabov was unable to punch home his attack: 

29 хаз? 05 

29...2xh6 30 26 Wc6 31 Wxh6+ ФЕ7 32 
We6+ 8 33 h6 4—. 

30 1103? 

30 ХУх452! AxdS 31 245 216 is unclear. 
However, White can still maintain a large ad- 
vantage by 30 1726! Wxh5 31 923 Исб 32 
&xf6! (32 Hxe7 41+!) 32... 2xf6 33 Dg4 +. 

30...%.46! 

30...%%#42 31 fl. 

31 3 

31 9267 Wd2!. 

31...\?хһ5 
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31...942 32 We6! Ме7 33 \Ҹс8+ Де8 34 
Нхе8+ бухе8 35 VIf5-- 0/6 36 We8+ =. 

32 Wxh5 Zxh5 33 245 214 

Now Black has good counterplay, and Leko 
even went on to win the game. 


99) 

The win is achieved with the help of the 
computer-like move 22 e4!! Éxc6 (22...2xc6 
23 45 +-; 22...Axc6 23 45 exd5 24 exd5 Eb8 
25 dxc6! Bxb5 26 c7 Hb8 27 сву + +—) 23 
Hal! +-. 

The game continued instead: 

22 b4 &xc6 23 Ёс5 рб?! 

23...Х447 is better, with unclear play. 

24 Wicd 297 25 сЗ Ф хр2 26 Ххс8 27 27 
Дс7 45? 28 е4! хед 

28...Wb5 29 45+ е5 30 Wxe5+ 4228 31 е7. 
+-. 
29 45+! 1-0 


100) 

17...b4!! 

Starting to hunt down the a5-knight. 

18 Yixb4 

18 24 Яха5 19 gxh5 Axh5 +. 

18...ХаЬ8! 19 Yel 

If the human player had been able to see all 
of the details of the position, he would have 
sought salvation in the variation 19 с5!? &xc5! 
20 Wc4 Дь4 21 Yd3 Axed +. But it is easy to 
comment from the sidelines, and much more 
difficult to anticipate the ‘thoughts’ of the mas- 
ter calculator. 

19...2xf3! 20 Q2xf3 %ха5 21 Аха5 Éxb3 
22 Bb5 

22 сЗ Wxc4 —+. 

22...Axf3 23 ХЧе2 a6! 

The screw that holds together the whole con- 
struction. 

24 Éb4 Zxg3+! 0-1 

A colossal canvas, drawn by the silicon hand! 
Humans can only gaze in wonder. It is hard to 
fight the terminator! 


Answer a Question 


In the houses adjacent to the square there live two types of people: drunks and sportsmen. 
The drunks drown their poverty with wine, and the sportsmen unburden their hearts in training. 
HEMINGWAY, The Snows of Ktlimanjaro 


To the spectator at a chess tournament, it seems that the games are played in absolute silence. In re- 
ality, with each move, the players are in some ways exchanging information, One creates a threat, 
the other defends, we spot a mistake by the opponent, and with our move, we point his error out to 
him, etc. In addition, there is another silent conversation going on with oneself. Players with a logi- 
cal mind make especial use of this device. When playing a game, when it is their move, they ask 
themselves a mass of questions. In order to find a good prophylactic move, one must ask oneself 
what the opponent wants. Often we pose ourselves the question of what pawn-structure we want, 
which pieces we want to exchange, etc. 

As a result, the quality of our play depends on how many correct answers we find during the 
game. For this reason, we decided to include a series of tests along these lines, posing interesting 
and thought-provoking questions, on a variety of positions. Much depends on your answers, in- 
cluding the result of the game. And without doubt, it is more than a case of simply choosing be- 
tween yes and no, but also requires properly-deployed chess arguments (i.e. variations) in support 
of your answers. 

This chapter will allow you to get *under the skin' of the grandmasters, see behind the scenes of 
many games, and discern the hidden motives which drive the players in this or that situation. In 
evaluating your answers, you will develop a feel for the weaknesses in your thought-processes on 
which you need to work, and also a feeling of satisfaction when you get things right. Here, you will 
see the full spectrum of chess, from unexpected tactical blows to accurate strategic decisions. 
There are also many combinative fragments, which we hope will remain in your memory, on ac- 
count of their unexpectedness. 

We shall consider our task fulfilled if these questions not only help you to understand chess more 
deeply, and train your logic and wits, but also enhance your appreciation of beauty in chess. 
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Examples from the Play of 
Andrei Volokitin 


As is customary, we open this chapter with 23 
exercises featuring co-author Volokitin. While 
we cannot on this occasion begin the selection 
with a victory over a FIDE world champion, an 
encounter with Vasily Ivanchuk is a very ade- 


quate substitut 


е. 


ш 


РРА 


n 


W А 
22, 


22 “Z " 
, „2А 


Р 


к. 2” x 
„ др 


‘we 7А 
24 


77 
2 


Жа 
7 


А Ақ 
= 


Ж Жж 
12 


д AR] 
Cw E 


227 Y 
2 OY 
«и г 


How сап Black’s lack of development be ex- 


ploited? 
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Calculate variations and assess the sacrifice 


on с5. 
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The black knights loom large over White's 
position, while his last pride, the d7-pawn, 


hangs. What should White do? 
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How can Black defend the yawa 
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Should White defend the rook with 16 991, 
move it back by 16 Ed1, or play some other 
move? 
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Having an extra pawn does not always ab- 
solve one from the urgent need to think about 


how to secure half a point. 
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White’s situation is difficult, as two pawns 
threaten to queen. What should he do? 
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Should Black be in a hurry to castle? 
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How should Black underline the advantage 
of the two bishops? 
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The move ...c5- is the first that draws one's 
attention. What are its consequences? Back up 
your answer with variations. 
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How should Black develop his queenside 
pieces? 
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The move 14 24 is considered best here by 
theory. Do you have any doubts about this rec- 


ommendation? 
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Black is close to a ae but how exactly 
should he secure it? 
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How to oppose White’s centralization? 
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A difficult position requires from the player Can White hope to win, or should h 
well-developed imagination, the patience of a a draw? 
saint and simply strong moves. Are you up to it? 
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Find the correct way for White to draw. What do you think of the capture on h5? 
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100 Graded Examples 


Remember that as in previous chapters, none of 
these examples are easy, or in any way ‘novice 
warm-ups’. They will all require some hard 
work and good analysis if you are to find the 
correct solutions. Our first 40 examples are in- 
tended to be challenging to those seeking an 
international title, while the last 20 are the 
toughest of all. 
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Can Black save the game, or is it time to reset 
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Suggest the best square for White's attacked 
bishop. 
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Black's position causes serious concern. Sug- 
gest how he can wriggle out. 
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Which counts for more in this position: . 
White's extra material or Black's positional ad- 
vantage? 
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Extraordinary situations require extraordi- 
nary measures! Such as ... 7 
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Does White have compensation for the pawn? 
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Positions with exposed kings on opposite 
sides are a race. Who will get to the finishing 
tape first in this example? 
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Just how resilient is Black’s position? 
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How сап we shake the foundations of White’s 
position? 
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White has a strong centre and active pieces. 
How can we fight against these? 
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The move ...Éh5 suggests itself. Consider 


the possibilities of counterplay for White, and 
judge the move's effectiveness. 
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White now played Ка5. Try to work out what Who is n to m 
he was counting on, and give your opinion on 
his idea. 
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24? realize his advantage? 
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Can White ensure the draw? What is the correct result of this endgame? 
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How сап the undeveloped ит Бе ех- Assess the consequences of the break f5. 
ploited? 
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Find a way for White to exploit the many White is pressing for a win. Can Black hold? 
weaknesses in his opponent's position. Justify your conclusions. 
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extra pawn? think of it? 
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Does it not seem to you that the white knight 
is like a ship that has sailed into the wrong har- 
bour? Can you suggest a better port? 
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How can White develop his queenside at- How should one solve the problem of devel- 
tack? oping the queenside? 
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Here’s your chance to change the course of a 
world championship match. White did not find 


the win; can you? 
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Although White’s pieces are very actively 
placed, he is three pawns down. Who do you 
think stands better? 
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Try to develop a keen feeling for the require- 


: ments of the position. 
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Give your opinion on the os ...d5. 
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Black now played ...Мс5. What did he have 
in mind, and was he right? 
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Which is more dangerous: the attack on the 


kingside, or the queenside counterattack? 
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Indicate the most accurate plan. 
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White is two pawns down. What do you гес- 
ommend he does to save the game? 
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Can White exploit the more active place- 
ment of his pieces? 
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How do you intend to deal with the threat of 
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Find a clear win. 
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What can Black do? 


White's position is = Find (ће most 
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accurate way to develop his initiative. 
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Can White win this ending? 
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White decided to take on h7, a novelty in this 
position. Was this a good new idea, or just inap- 
propriate greed? 
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Which do you prefer, the gluttonous ...@хс3 


or the slimmer’s move, ... 
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Give your assessment of the rook sacrifice 
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How safe does the black king look to you? 


К Шш Хе 


2 
“Z m mam 
2 Ж” mt = та 
DA ЈА À 
Z 

2 А № 
AW 
Z Z 0 4 
> 7 ru A, 2. 
п QW де 


АА 2 


Calculate and assess the results of ...xf2. 
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White has many tempting options. Choose 
the best continuation and assess your chances. 


Calculate the move ©xe5. The position is 
not for the faint-hearted, and you will need to 
seek out all the possibilities for both sides. 
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How can White exploit his aggressive picce- 
placement? 
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Find the win. 
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Where should the knight move, 65 ог 45? 
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What would you recommend to Black? 
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Suggest а plan that enables Black to seize the 
initiative. 
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Is there any sense in the sacrifice ...@\хс5? 
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How can we exploit the uncoordinated en- 
emy forces? 
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Give your advice —should the pawn sacrifice 


on e5 be accepted? 
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White has a number of threats. What can you 


suggest for Black? 
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Consider the capture on g5. 
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How does White carry the game to a victori- 
ous conclusion? 
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Despite his outward activity, it is not easy for 
White to repulse the concrete threats. Suggest 
the best solution to this problem. 
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Black wants to take twice оп 44. What do 
you recommend for White? 
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Suggest the variation that gives White the We invite you to calculate the variations and 
best chances of winning. assess the position after We6+. 
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White's position looks unattractive, but with Find the correct plan. 
the right makeover, i.e. the correct plan, it can 
start smelling of roses! Can you see how? 
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Black has several ways to get out ut of check. The black queen is in a precarious position. 
Assess them, and choose the best option. Sup- — Suggest the best way out, and support your an- 
port your answer with variations. swer with variations. 
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Find the best way for White to register the Choose between the two knight moves 235 
full point. But be careful — Black does not in- апа 245. But be aware that they are far from 
tend to resign just to please his opponent! equally good! 
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Black found the nice combinative resource How can Black balance on the precipice? 
...xe4, Is there any ground for optimism on 
White’s part? 
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Indicate the best way for White to strengthen Threats hang over Black from all sides. Is it 
his position. too late to avoid disaster? 
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How can White stoke the fire of his initia- Black’s threats are obvious, and a way out 
tive? for White remains elusive. Can you find the 
hidden truth of the position? 
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Black clearly has problems. Offer some ideas The white queen is in danger. Advise on the 
for how he can deal with this unpromising situ- best way out. 
ation. 
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After the move еш what should the result 
of the game be, with correct play by both sides? 
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What is more important about the move 
..fxe4 — its pluses or minuses? 
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After 13 е5, to whom is the mutual wood- 
chopping favourable? 
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White’s position is threatened with ee 
decline. How can this unattractive prospect be 
averted? 


Black needs a draw to take the FIDE world 
title. How do you suggest he secures this? 
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What should Black do next? 


Ww C 
. 


т 
= ж 
пишал 

K 


126 PERFECT YOUR CHESS 


Z= 


42-2 ARA 
"таи а s 


42 
"m 22 


нн, 


T egi 
mimis HB. 
иса и 
шан m 


white king. What would you play? Predict the 
correct result of this position. 
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Dark clouds are gathering over Black’s posi- 
tion. How can one improve the outlook for the 
black king? 
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Look for a way for Black to retain equality. 
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Should you consume the d4-pawn immedi- 
ately, or save it for dessert? 
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Find a means to strengthen your position. 
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Calculate the consequences of the move 
17...\хе5. 
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Can Black hope for more than a draw, or 
Should he not tempt fate? 
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Black’s threats are extremely serious. In or- 


der to survive, White needs to show the highest 
quality of defence. 


ОДЕ жө 
Л A ЖАЙ, 
— á № 
£ í ^ | 


98 


Z шшш 
AT ФА 2 
Bm %2 2 ш 


What should the result be, objectively, after 
22 Éxh4? Do not trust superficial impressions, 
but go deeply into the variations. 
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Black's position is actually winning, for rea- 
sons that went unnoticed for 75 years after the 
game was played! How? 
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Should White go after the a7-pawn with 59 
Да7, or settle for а repetition of moves after 59 
55$ 246 60 Ed8 ХЫ, etc.? 


Solutions for ‘Answer a Question’ 


Examples from the Play of Andrei 
Volokitin 


1) Ivanchuk — Volokitin 
Warsaw rapid 2002 

There remains one route to a draw. Ivanchuk 
ran off the road and fell into a ditch by play- 
ing... 

28 Wh4?? 

The only path was 28 £xc4! Wxc4 29 16! 
and the king cannot escape its pursuer: 29...28 
(29...Де8 30 W/xf6+ 4228 31 925+ 4278 32 
Wh6+ =; 29...Ас8 30 Wxf6+ 4228 31 248-і! 
Kxd8 32 Wxd8+ &g7 33 905+ =) 30 Wg3+! 
$18 31 М6 =. 

28...е5! —+ 

Black avoids perpetual check and is there- 
fore winning. 


2) Volokitin — Malakhatko 
Ukrainian Ch (Kharkov) 2004 

When a young mother brought her one-year- 
old child along, and asked when she should 
start helping his mental development, she was 
told that she was already a year too late. Ata 
very minimum, this should have started from 
the moment of birth, if not earlier! In the same 
way, Vadim Malakhatko was very late in devel- 
oping his pieces in the opening. 
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11...54 

Ог: 11...8.xe3 12 axb5 +; 11...bxa4 12 %хс5 
Wxc5 13 Аха4 +. 

12 #55! Фе? 

12... 2 хез 13 Axd6+ Ye7 14 fxe3 wins for 
White; Black’s best course (relatively speak- 
ing) is 12...Af6 13 $xc5 dxc5 14 Dd6+ %е7 
15 e5 +. 

13 e5! d5 

13...axb5 14 2f3 45 15 axb5 Éxal 16 bxc6 
Exdl 17 9.хс5+ 4—. 

14 2744 9с7 15 c4! bxc3 16 Есі! 4— 

A striking opening disaster! 


3) Volokitin — S. Novikov 
Moscow 2004 

29 Wxf4! е7 

Mikhail Tal loved to fall into traps prepared 
by the opponent, and then, with an unexpected 
move at the end of the variation, turn the ta- 
bles. 

30 V/xh6! ©xd5 

Pay attention, now — you are about to see the 
turning of the tables! 

31 25! 

The magician clicks his fingers. 

31...gxf5 32 cxd5 ХУхс3 

The only move. 32... /b6 33 f4! 12 34 
брз+ Wxg3 35 hxg3 fxe4 36 [5 +~. 

33 bxc3 fxe4 34 fxe4 Яс8 35 хаб Ахс3 

35...Нхе4 36 423+ $818 37 h3 +-. 

Now White went astray with 36 h3?. He 
could instead have won by 36 h4! Hxe4 37 
{948+ $227 (37...2h7 38 916 Асс4 39 Wxf7+ 
Bh8 [39...&h6 40 6+ %2Һ7 41 {915+ 57 42 
h5 +-} 40 23 4—) 38 925+ &f8 39 h5 4—. 


4) Ig. Jelen — Volokitin 
Slovenian Cht (Celje) 2004 
When you want to dig a pit for your oppo- 
nent, the important thing is not to fall into it 
yourself. 
25 Axc5? dxc5 26 &xf5 6! 27 Ер3!? 
c2! 


SOLUTIONS FOR ‘ANSWER A QUESTION’ 


This is the move which White had missed, 
and which refutes his whole idea. Not 27...2?Çh7? 
28 Де5!. 

28 {925 ХҮхр5 29 Нхо5 9216 30 %хс2 Soxg5 T 


5) Volokitin — Shirazi 
Bastia rapid 2002 
29 &h4! 
Removing the security guard. 
29...Hxd7 30 Хав+ 
Sending in the scouting party. 
30...%Һ7 31 еб! 
Bringing up the reinforcements. 
31...Ахаз 
Black has no choice but to comply. 
32 218+ 28 33 Ad7+ 
Or 33 Axg6+!? Хаз 34 Axd8+ ҰУх48 35 
$ xd8 fxg6 36 2d3 Ac3 37 &xg6 =. 
33...%Һ7 34 84 «288 35 Dd7+ 12-12 


6) Klinova — Volokitin 
Saint Vincent 2002 

Black's centralized midfielders attack the 
goal. 

24...d3! T 

An accurate pass - otherwise the defenders 
threaten to get back in time after 24...Xac8 25 
ӛхе4! #.хс4 26 Hde2 T. At the same time, the 
move sets a trap, which worked in the game: 

25 Ахаз? хаз 26 Y'7xd3 exf3! 

A feint, as in soccer. Instead of going left, he 
goes to the right. Zidane and Beckham would 
be proud. 

0-1 


7) Vaganian — Volokitin 
Istanbul Ech 2003 

The best defence is attack. Therefore... 

24...44! 25 2xb7 ХУхҺ7 26 exd4 114! = 

This resource is the key to Black’s play. 

27 Не2 

Nothing comes from 27 45 2h6 28 Hc2 
&xf4 29 Иса Wd2 30 Bxf4 хаб =. 

27...Хїха4 

The only move. 27...Ахе22 28 ҰУхе2 cxd4 29 
хаб +; 27..cxd4? 28 5! Wd6 29 Bxe8 
Дхе8 30 Wxd4 +. 

28 11х44 cxd4 29 Нхе8 Xxe8 30 Hdl g5! 

А precise answer, freeing the e2-square. 

31 255 He2 32 Ех44 Хха2 33 Ма8 h6 34 
24 ЌЬ2 35 Hb8 a5 36 ДЬ5 &b4 12-12 
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8) Volokitin — Gelfand 
Bermuda 2005 

Of course, we all like to attack. But getting 
carried away with our own plans, forgetting 
about the opponent's ideas, can be perilous, all 
the more so when Boris Gelfand is on the other 
side of the board. It is wise to stay in touch with 
reality. 

16 Hdl 

The more ambitious move could end in the 
shattering of all our hopes: 16 #9412? 423! 17 
bxc3 &a3+ 18 dbl ҰУхс3 19 £cl Wb4+! 20 
Wal £xcl! 21 Wxc1 с3+ 22 ЫІ Wxf3 —+. 

16...!7e6 17 1 0-0 18 292 Наа8 F 

The game was eventually drawn. 


9) Karttunen — Volokitin 
Kallithea ECC 2002 

The white bishop, like Hercules, supports 
the world on its shoulders, by stopping a break- 
through by Black’s passed pawns. 

53...%42-! 54 Фра h3! = 

The path to the draw involves the mass sui- 
cide of the black foot-soldiers. 

55 2xh3 c4! 56 g6 9.63 57 bxc4 b3 58 2f1 
b2 59 2.93 “226 60 с5+ Ф?ха5 61 9214 b1% 62 
@хЬ1 9255 63 ed %2хс5 64 27 @хр7 65 a2 
5946 15-12 


10) Kožul - Volokitin 
Slovenian Cht (Celje) 2004 

Black has two pawns, White two rooks. Let's 
swap over! 

56 Ихђ2+! Soxb2 57 ДЬ7+! <%с2. 

57...4а3?? 58 (7 4—. 

58 Ма7 Éxh7 59 Нха2+! Axa2 60 205 

The one pawn proves sufficient equivalent 
for Black’s rook and knight. 

60...Ac3 61 26 Xh4 62 £7 Я24+ 63 Gh6 
НИ 64 “2р7 Ded 65 1817 Axf8 66 SxfB 12-12 

This practical example would make a nice 
study! 


11) Volokitin - Bareev 
Warsaw 2002 

We have all heard many times from experi- 
enced players, or read in textbooks, about the 
importance of castling early. Only really strong 
players understand the saying ‘castling is ste- 
reotyped’, and in his games, Evgeny Bareev 
has often shown the value of delaying саз ту 


130 


in favour of achieving some other positional 
aim. “One of the basic rules I try to get across to 
my pupils is ‘Only castle when absolutely nec- 
еззагу!”” (Bareev). In this game, Black does 
not allow White to manoeuvre the knight from 
bl to 42 and c4, without wasting a move play- 
ing b3. 

14...58! 15 53 555! 16 ХУр3! 

16 Hel? is met Бу 16...Ёс5! — a classy rook 
manoeuvre! 

16...0-0 17 Ad2 2b4 18 Dc4 

18 Had1 &xd2! 19 Ах42 Hd5 =. 

18...%с3 19 Хаа еб 20 Хаз € 

White’s advantage has been kept to a mini- 
mum. 


12) Volokitin — Cu. Hansen 
Esbjerg 2002 

The advantage of two bishops is that one 
can, at any moment, transform it into the advan- 
tage of one bishop! 

18...%хс3! 19 bxc3 е5! 20 1942 Xxe4 

20...%.хе4!?. 

21 Ёхе4 %хе4 22 13 %15 23 Wxd6 

It was more accurate not to hurry with this 
capture, Better is 23 c4 We7 24 хаб. 

23...“ Ух46 24 Ех46 Ес8! 25 Х45 

White has по choice. 

25...f6 

25...хс3?! 26 Ахе5 Ахс2 27 a4! a5 28 Éb5 
Дь2 29 4\44 Bb4! 30 Éxb4 axb4 31 &&f2 2d7 
32 Be3 $.xa4 33 $d3 =. 

26 Наб 27 27 g4 2xc2 28 Hd7+ Фћб 29 
Нха7 &xb3? + 

This move squanders a large part of Black’s 
advantage, and the rook ending in fact ended ina 
draw 30 moves later. Black could make better 
used of his bishop by 29...Ёхс3! 30 $f2 2d1 31 
“42 Баз 32 Vel $xf3 33 Axf3 Bxf3 34 Хаб 
%25 35 Éxb6 <Әхр4, when there is no longer 
any doubt about the outcome of the rook ending. 


13) Macieja — Volokitin 
Bermuda 2003 

Sometimes we see a case where for some 
reason an idea eludes the attention of several 
players one after the other. In this case, not only 
do we have two strong players, but also the IM 
who annotated the game for ChessBase, failing 
to notice. 

34...е5+! 35 “xd7 exf4?? 
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In the rook ending after 35...8xd7! 36 dxe5 
Eh2 37 Had Феб 38 Hxa7 &xe5 39 Axf7 Bxb2 
= White’s pawns are too weak for him to have 
any winning chances. 

36 &xh3?? 

36 Ab6+! axb6 37 Sxh3 4247 38 a4 +— and 
the outside passed pawn is decisive. In the game 
continuation, White will have no such pawn. 

36...2xd7 37 &g4 Феб 38 Spxf4 2х6 39 
b3 &e6 40 <2р5 [6+ 41 $26 “2е7 42 %15 15-12 


14) Volokitin — Korobov 
Ukrainian Ch (Kharkov) 2004 
18...b6! 

At first sight, this move looks dubious, since 
it lets White improve the position of his pieces 
with the aid of a zwischenzug. So what is the 
idea? 

19 213 %а6! 

A rare thing — Black answers a zwischenzug 
with a zwischenzug. 

20 #ха8 Аха8 

A remarkable position. Even though it is his 
move, White cannot hang on to his extra mate- 
rial. 

21 Ach Ad3+ 22 Éxd3 

This move is simply a necessity! 

22... &.xd3 23 1312 2b5 24 Ad4 $47 = 

The two sides have arrived at a consensus. 
The game is now equal, but this does not of 
course mean that one has to agree a draw — 
White ended up winning the game. 


15) Volokitin - Firman 
Lvov 2001 

Chess theory can sometimes seem blind, but 
in this case there is no reason to complain about 
its insight. 

14 g4! сб 

The point is that 14...&b5?? fails to 15 Wxc3 
Rxe2 16 ЖЫ!!! (a brilliant deflection) 16... УхЫ 
(16... ха] 17 \с8+ Be7 18 Жхб7+ 4—) 17 
gxf5! 9 хс1+ 18 &xe2 Ихр1 19 \с8+ Фе7 20 
#68. Who could have predicted that this pawn 
would deliver the decisive blow? 

15 хс3? 

But this is wrong. White should play 15 
о2!, meeting 15...Ah4 (15...Afd4 16 Axc3! 
+) by 16 Xg3 0-0-0 17 Axc3 Sb8 18 ЌЫ +, as 
in the game Kupreichik-Dolmatov, USSR Ch 
(Minsk) 1987. 


SOLUTIONS FOR ‘ANSWER A QUESTION’ 


15...Afd4 
Now Black has excellent counterplay. 


16) Volokitin — Goldin 
Beersheba Wcht 2005 

The white knight has incautiously wandered 
onto the edge of the opponent’s web, but the 
spider on d4 needs to hurry to complete its 
work, 

39.4? 

More bloodthirsty was 39...56с5! (hoping to 
play ...2\44) 40 @b7+ (40 %с277 45! wins for 
Black) 40... 2c6 41 @а5+ 4225 =. 

40 Ac4 45 

40...&2c5 41 g3 Axh3 42 %е3 Ags 43 #62! 
+ with the thinly-disguised intention of 43+. 

41 Ab2 &\хр2 42 Ad3 4 h4 43 a5 £34 44 
Be2 Ags 45 a6 Deb 46 a7 c7 47 Axb4 AaB 
48 \с6+ %с5 49 е7 рб 50 <243 Ac7 51 b4+ 
Фаб 52 b5 Da8 53 b6 1-0 


17) Korobov — Volokitin 
Ukrainian jr Ch (Kharkov) 2001 

The best way to fight against centralization 
is by a stronger flank concentration. Have you 
never heard this principle? What does it mean? 
Watch and learn! 

27..2e1! 28 аз Dg3+! 29 hxg3 fxg3 30 
We6? (D) 

It was essential to seek a draw after 30 &h2!? 
gxh2 31 Меб {927 32 \хе5 Wxe5 33 Éxe5 
293 +. 
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30...215!! 

On seeing this move, Ivanchuk could not 
hide his delight, as he truly appreciates the 
value of beauty in chess. 
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31 2h2 Bh5 32 Ха Ихћ2+ 33 %21 &xd2 
0-1 


18) Volokitin — Timofeev 
Russian Cht (Ekaterinburg) 2002 

We would recommend the reader to prepare 
for some fireworks. Let’s light the fuse... 

25 Dcxd5! Exel 

The only move. 25...Axe5?? 26 Bxc8+ Wxc8 
27 &xb4! Axp4 28 е7+ Ph8 29 Axc8 Exb4 
30 Ad3 +-. 

26 816+! gxf6 27 gxf6-- 2725 28 @х25+ 
Ph8 29 %хҺ4! Axfl+ 30 &xf1 Exb4 

30...Wf7? 31 $e7 +. 

31 Ag6+ hxg6 32 916+ «298 33 Wxg6+ 
S8 34 Wh6+ <9р8 35 Wg6+ 73-7); 


19) Volokitin — Aleksandrov 
Russian Cht (Sochi) 2004 
38... 2:28 


Seemingly an oversight, but actually the only 
good move, and the first step in the right direc- 
tion! Not 38...%e8?! 39 Ded +. 

39 Hxe7! ФФхе7 40 Axc6+ <246 41 Axb8 
227 42 Dd5+ Xxb8? 

Even such a fine endgame player as Alexan- 
drov could not find the narrow path to a draw: 
42... 5267!!, Discovering such an idea is quite 
an achievement, even for a grandmaster! 43 
55! Феб 44 Zxb6 Soxb6 45 Чусб 2b3 (45...16 
46 26 2d5 = is also sufficient for a draw) 46 
а5+ @xb5 47 04+ Фха5 48 Axb3+ 64 and 
White lacks one tempo for a win: 

а) 49 Ad2 %с3 50 Ded+ (50 23 243 51 
[2 (51 DeS+ Ved 52 Axf7 [5 53 ФР2 d»g6 
54 Ф{3 Spxf7) 51... 4224 52 4203 4215 53 ФА 16 
=) 50...44 51 46 eS 52 Axf7+ 4215 53 
92 рб 54 213 Soxf7 =. 

b) 49 Acl <9с4 50 <92 4285 51 &f3 Феб 52 
ИА рб =. 

с) 49 4\44 %с5 50 2145 4245 51 Axg7 е5 
52 6202 © 53 Феб-- 95 =, 

43 Dxb6 Жеб?! 

Better is 43... 9.15. 

44 a5 &b7? 

The king and bishop are unfortunately placed, 
which helps the pawns advance. 44...f6 45 gxf6 
gxf6 46 £2 47 47 b5 +. 

45 55! 16 46 Da4! c7 

46...2.£5 47 Ac5+ Èb8 48 b6 4—. 

47 6+ &b8 
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47...8c6 48 b7 &c7 49 26 45 50 аб 2x26 
51 4\5 4—. 
48 Ac5 215 49 аб 1-0 


Volokitin — Markowski 
Moscow 2004 

In this apparently simple position, the com- 
puter could not find the strongest move either! 
The problem is not that the machine needs an 
upgrade, but just that such ideas tend to come 
only to humans. Unfortunately, sometimes they 
only come into one’s head after the game... 

35 Ec3?? 

After 35 %е5! ҰҰхЫ3 36 Яһ4! {941+ 37 &h2 
{6 38 g3 = White has a fortress. Despite his 
material advantage, Black has no winning pros- 
pects. 

35..Х9Һ5 F 

The chance has now passed, and Black duly 
won. 


20) 


21) Volokitin — Avrukh 
Biel 2000 

19...45! 

“It seems as if this move loses the advan- 
tage, but I had found a beautiful tactical idea" 
(Avrukh). 19...Y%c6 F is good for Black, but 
less incisive. 

20 exd5 Axd5 21 Y7f2 

21 Axd5 &xd2 22 46 YJb5!! is the point: 
23 Wxd2 (23 са х52; 23 Axa8 \хе2 24 
ӛхе2 X xe3+ —+) 23... U/xb6!. 

21...2xe3 22 bxc3 WYe7 23 Над1 

23 c4 Axe3 24 Bxd8+ Xxd8 25 V/xe3 &хс4 
26 &.xc4 хс4 27 Wxe5 \Ухс2 —+. 

23... xc3 -+ 

The game ended in victory for Black a few 
moves later. 
22) Svidler — Volokitin 
Russian Cht (Sochi) 2005 

36 547! = 

The strongest move. There is no value in 
‘playing for a loss’. We invite the reader to a 
boxing match. The combatants are in their re- 
spective corners. 36 Ахе8--22 Ехе8. Gong! The 
round begins. 37 ХУс3 Ќе7. Whack! 38 247 
(and now another thump!) 38...Ќе5! (the fighter 
in the black trunks is not holding back) 39 
4)xg7!? (D). The players are knocking lumps 
out of each other! 
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And now a crushing knockout blow, right on 
the jaw: 39...&c2!! —+. White is counted out. 

36... хеб 

The only move. 

37 Bxg7 Wxa2+ 38 \Уха2 Иха2+ 39 Vxa2 
f3 40 Eh7+ 908 41 Др7+ &h8 12-12 
23) Volokitin - Nakamura 

Lausanne 2005 

18...2\хһ5? 

Black’s position does not inspire confidence, 
but it was more stubborn to play 18...2cd7!? 19 
Hdl 556. 

19 &xh7+!!  хҺ7 20 U/xt7!! 

An original combination! White sacrifices 
two pieces for a pawn, to exploit the poor coor- 
dination of Black’s forces. Not 20 Y¥xh5+? 
28 21 Хез ҰУхЫ2. 

20...18! 

The best chance іп ап inferior position. 
Other moves are also unsatisfactory. It was pos- 
sible to lose beautifully with 20...¥¥%c6? 21 Де5! 
546 22 Жез 9218 23 Hh34- Dh7 24 1766 4208 
25 Éxh7 56 26 915 5218 27 Bh8+ «227 28 
Ххе8+ YWxe8 29 Vfxc5-- +- or more painfully 
by 20...Ме7 21 Wxh5+ <208 22 еЗ 41х62 23 
$.хс5 (23 VIxc5 Wxa2 24 Wxa7 ҰҰха7 25 %ха7 
+) 23...Rf7 24 Че? +. 

21 VIXf8 Dd3!? 22 ҰУІЗ! Ahf4 

22...Axel 23 Wxh5+ 88 24 1122 Axp2 25 
<хр2 Wc6+ 26 113 +. 

23 Qxf4 Axel 24 {е4+ Sçh8 25 b3! 

Preserving the compactness of the pawn- 
structure. 

25../Ча6 26 хе1 V/xa2 + 

Black has restricted White’s advantage, but 
could not avoid defeat in a lengthy endgame. 
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100 Graded Examples 


1) D. lonescu – Мапи 
Romanian Ch (Baile Tusnad) 2001 
It is true that the end of the game is close at 
hand, but in fact it is a draw that is soon guaran- 
teed by a liquidation that forces complete mate- 
rial equality: 
42...Axe2+! 43 V/xg2 \Ухр2+ 44 Spxg2 218! 


10-1 


2) Вата – Ganguly 
Indian Ch (Mumbai) 2000 

“You will never solve a problem if you think 
in the same way as the person who posed it" – 
Einstein. The whole point is that the bishop 
should not retreat, but should attack, and break 
open the sarcophagus of the black king. 

23 Q (61! gxf6 24 14! 

24 Had 12? Afd8 25 һб 45 26 Ха3 9.18 +. 

1-0 

24... 8fd8 25 ҰҮһ6 4—. 


3) Grabinsky — Zezulkin 
Swidnica 2000 

21... U/xc5!! 22 Ехс5 AxeS 

Inviting the queen for a dance. 

23 Wb6 Dad 24 17 @\с5 25 YTb6 Dad 
12-1 

The remaining pieces сап only watch, be- 
witched by the waltz of the queen and knight. 


4) Shabalov - Gelfand 
Bermuda 2004 

There are many chess-players who feel most 
at home in the endgame. But did you know that 
there are also certain pieces like this? The 
most striking example is the king. Once there 
are only a few pieces on the board, he can 
breathe easily, and take an important part in the 
battle, and, most of all, can cease to be a burden 
on the rest of his army, which normally have to 
protect him. In this example, the black king 

‚ marches calmly into the heart of his opposite 

number’s camp, and with far from peaceful in- 
tentions. 

43...%ге2! 44 Хат “242 45 Éxe3 

45 Bxd4+ &xc2 with the idea ...МЫЗ3#. 

45...exe3 

45... хс27! 46 Exc3+ +. 

46 #17 Dd5 47 55 
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47 h5 &d2 -+. 
47...32d2 0-1 
5) Privalov — M. Hrabinska 
Lvov rapid 2001 


A source of perpetual motion has eluded 
scientists throughout history, but in chess this 
dream is a reality, as shown in this, by no 
means unique, example. 

36 Dc2! Аха2 37 Axb4! Hxe2 38 сб Hed 39 
аз Ее2 40 Zb4 12-12 

It is casy to sce that the rook must go either 
to el or e5, but then the knight attacks it from 
d3, and after the forced move to e2, the knight 
returns to b4, and so on, ad infinitum... or, at 
least, until threefold repetition. 


6) Grabinsky — Shtyrenkov 
Ukrainian Cht (Alushta) 2002 

Humans are distinguished from other living 
organisms by their ability to learn from other 
people's experience. By reading an article or 
analysing interesting examples, one can enjoy 
hundreds of aphorisms, and become a master of 
playing opposite-coloured-bishop positions. 
“The correct strategy when there are opposite- 
coloured bishops is to attack the enemy king. 
Material or positional advantages count for lit- 
tle if the king is in danger. Every chance to at- 
tack should be seized.” — Dvoretsky, Positional 
Play. 

32 fxg6! hxg6 33 %хрб!! fxg6 

33..№хрб?? 34 Bgl. 

34 Да7 #17 35 Ха8+ Éf8 36 На7 12-12 


7) Anand - J. Polgar 
Cap d'Agde rapid 2003 

Laszlo Polgar is the father of the famous sis- 
ters, the youngest of whom first proved the abil- 
ity of women to compete in chess events at the 
very highest level. From an early age, he de- 
veloped imagination and tactical vision in his 
daughters. And we can all see the results! Nor 
does one have to be a great fortune-teller to see 
that Judit will soon have company in her battles 
with the strongest male players. 

20...2xd4! 21 2xd4 2xa2+! 22 Sel 

22 Фха2 Wa5+ 23 «ы (23 &b3 4356! 24 
S xb6 Ас3+!! 25 bxc3 9а3+ 26 &c4 Үїхс3й) 
23...53! —+. 

22...2b3 —+ 


134 


8) Ribli — Thorfinnsson 
Saint Vincent ECC 2005 

In fact, it does not even survive the first 
crash-test. The lesson is clear — travelling in a 
car called ‘passivity’ is life-threatening! 

17 Аха?! Éxd7 

17...Фуха7 18 V/x£7-- $h8 19 4\04 Éxel 20 
G6 +—. 

18 284! (D) 


Шаш 


LEM, 2 
2 


TEV A A 
2 2 2 7 
Ву a 
da ЛШ 
Ern A 
% 
18...Ќеб 


Z Á 2% 
TE 
Ог: 18...Axg4 19 Ахе8 h6 20 e5 4—; 


18...Бхе1 19 Axf6+ Gh8 (19...gxf6 20 924+ 
$2721 хіб +—) 20 1915! +. 

19 Éxe6 fxe6 20 &.xf6 h5 

20...gxf6 21 Axf6+ 4227 22 Ae8+. 

21 AgeS! На5 

21...gxf6 22 Axd7 (22 х6 Ер7 23 \Чхеб+ 
dh7 24 WfS-- %08 25 Wxh5) 22...Wxd7 23 
Wx гб +. 

22 2р5! 55 

22...Rxe5 23 &f4 %46 24 %хе5 LxeS 25 
Wxhs. 

23 Age 17 

Other moves fail as follows: 23...Ахр5 24 
Vxf8-- 427 25 23е7; 23...Rf5 24 214! Щх(4 25 
Axf4 bxc4 26 Ф\хеб. 

24 Wxf7+ х7 25 б үсе5-- 268 26 %е3 1-0 


NS 
COSS 
— MÀ 


9) Voitsekhovsky — Kupreichik 
Minsk 2001 

"Many generations of players have known 
the formula three tempi = one pawn.” — I. Zai- 
tsev. But the old monetary scale is getting out- 
dated, and needs revising. Modern-day chess is 
more dynamic. Here, three pawns are worth 
one check. 
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27...54! 28 axb4 аз 

While solving this position in training, Olek- 
sienko and Kryvoruchko found another win 
with 28...d4!. 

29 bxa3 d4!! 30 c1 dxc331 Жез? Ахе3 32 
2xe3 

Nothing is changed by 32 Y7xe3 {441+ 33 
212 944 -+. 

32.. 41+ 33 ХҮГІ c2 34 &f2 2d4 0-1 


10) Erdos — Zo. Varga 
Miskolc 2004 

Space advantages, and preventing the oppo- 
nent from developing, were priorities for Tar- 
rasch and his followers. These days, greater 
attention is given to piece harmony. Watch how 
the new-fangled factors outstrip the old. 

22...16! 23 Aga Axc4! 24 ҰҮхс4 £5 25 Acs 

25 242 14. 

25...14! 0-1 

26 212 ӛхе5--. 


11) Leko — Kramnik 
Linares 2004 

One obstacle for the solver, during his calcu- 
lation, is to appreciate when to throw the ballast 
overboard. When the heavy pieces are getting 
in contact with the enemy king, the bishop is 
not an ally, but a hindrance! 

32...АҺ5! —+ 33 746 

33 Wed Hg5 34 Wh3 218 35 21122 —+. 

33... f6! 34 Éxf6 

34 %43 1727 35 ҰУр4 Bes —+. 

34... XI c21! 

34... Éxh3? 35 Ахр6 Éxg6 36 Hd4 Bh5 37 
Exf4 Наб 38 24 =. 

35 ҰУхһ5 

Alternatively: 35 947 Ёхр2+ 36 «хр2 
Wxe2+ 37 Sel Wxh2+ 38 «ГІ Wf2#; 35 5211 
Hxh3 36 gxh3 Hg2!. 

35... xe2 36 24 Wf2+ 0-1 


12) Vallejo Pons — Kasparov 
Linares 2005 

It is interesting to consider what is the main 
thing which separates Bill Gates from other 
businessmen, Madonna from other singers, or 
Garry Kasparov from other chess-players. Per- 
haps it is a perpetual striving to be the best, al- 
ways to be one step ahead. As a small example 
of this, here is a combination where the 13th 
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world champion calculates that one extra move 
further: 

27 Ха5?? 

27 Хад! 148 28 h3 (and not 28 914? 25) is 
necessary, with unclear play. 

27...Q xf2+! 28 Wxf2 ҰУха5 29 Zxe6!? 
A xg2! 0-1 


13) Y. Klimova — Yul. Yakovich 


Russia 2005 
“If heroes had time to think what they were 
doing, there would be no heroism!” — Peter 


Ustinov. 

11...Axg4? 12 hxg4 Y/xg4 

12...%хр4 13 0145 0-0-0 14 c3 +-. 

13 #8222 

13 6\217 is also bad, due to 13... xf2--!, but 
13 £g3!! is the move which turns Black from 
hero into zero: 13... хГ3 14 Дхћ5! +-, 

13... UT h4! —4 


14) Variation from the game 

Dolmatov-Mamedyarov, Moscow 2002 

If Freud had been a chess-player, he would 
have said that we all have a complex, inherited 
from our childhood, to castle as soon as we can. 
If someone does not notice the following com- 
bination, and prefers the simple 12 0-0, he 
should pay attention to chess psychology. 

12 2b5! c6 (D) 


v he WSAAA 
4 + 0 
балай ШШ 
т ТА 
ЖА 
ДЫ 5 ЛЕ 


13 %а6!! хаб 14 We2 Х%с7 15 \Ухаб+ 287 
16 #57 +- 


15) Oleksienko – Shmeliov 
Ukrainian U-18 Ch (Lvov) 2003 
48...f2?? 
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Out of tune! Listen to the melody which the 
rook and knight play on their respective instru- 
ments: 48...8b5! 49 2e4 А2! (49...f2?? 50 сб 
Hb6 51 &d3! +-) 50 &d5 #65 =. 

49 сб Xb6 50 @с4! g3 51 689+ Éxb8 52 
с7+ &c8 53 #аб+ Eb7 54 %с6 1-0 


16) Ivanchuk - Topalov 
Monte Carlo (Amber blindfold) 2004 

If you are cooking, and forget to add any 
spices, you will lose all the flavour. Ivanchuk 
seasons his dish with a zwischenzug, but gour- 
mets should understand that in this case, the 
cook was operating blindfolded. 

31 hxg6? 

The right recipe is as follows: 31 b3! 2156 
(31...De5 32 Axd5!; 31...Д47 32 е8) 32 hxg6 
hxg6 33 Éch3 218 34 \е6+! fxe6 35 Éh84 
227 36 E 1h74 4—. 

31...һхрб 32 Hch3 “8 33 Ф\еб+ fxe6 34 
Rh8+ S2e7 35 E1h74 246 36 Exd8+ des 37 
Хы 

The рате is now far less clear than it ought to 
have been, although Ivanchuk did win in the end. 


17) Тора!оу - Leko 
Morelia/Linares 2006 

Here, as in a maze, one road leads to safety, 
while the rest are dead ends. Peter Leko unfor- 
tunately fails to thread Ariadne’s needle. 

54...Х04? 

54...@с4? 55 Hh3 is no good either, but the 
solution is 54...5d7! 55 @хрб Ac4 56 Hd3 
бүх46! 57 Ф\хаб (57 Kxd64- е7 58 Ф215 Xxe4 
=) 57... х(4 58 Axb5+ with a theoretical draw. 

55 D6! Ёхаб 56 Ме8+ %с7 57 He2! +- 

Black cannot parry both threats. 


18) Kurnosov - M. Rodshtein 
Stockholm 2006 

A relatively long time ago, a very young 
Andrei Volokitin was playing an old man. The 
position was dead drawn, but the old man kept 
on playing moves. When the future grandmas- 
ter finally offered a draw, his opponent replied 
“Draws have to be earned, young man!" After 
another 50 moves, Andrei finally ‘earned’ his 
half point. One can say the same for White in 
this example, although without any irony. 

46 2d4+! Axd4 47 е5! 3 48 xf 
Ь1 49 Exb1 Axb1 50 Ags! 
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50 е5? 28 51 Ф\сб 4217 52 4877 Ах48 53 
Axd8+ 216 54 dg3 c3. 

50...е5 51 489+ Ах48 52 A7+ 928 53 
Axd8 Ad2 54 4203 [8 55 c6 Ac4 56 <2р4 
e4 57 $14 еЗ 58 df3 12-12 
19) Mursky — Grabinsky 

Lvov 2001 

Black is late thinking about developing his 
queenside. The combination that exploits this 
factor is well-hidden, and reminds one of the 
behaviour of foxes. Having driven their quarry 
into a hole, they wait until it shows even a hair 
on its head, then they pounce! 

However, White failed to pounce. He played 
17 142, missing 17 163! c4 18 955 Bd6 19 
Habl! b6 20 Axg6! +. 

20) Oleksienko — М. Alexanian 
Lvov 2002 

Black’s organism is invaded by germs, which 
destroy it from within. 

14 “сб! 

Watch how the white knights set up various 
double attacks. 

14../9с7 

14.. 147 15 DAxd5! Axd5 16 9 х45 +. 

15 Dxa7! d7 16 2.d4! Ag4 17 hxg4 Qxd4 
18 Aab5 2xb5 19 Zyxb5 1725 20 DAxd4?! 

Better is 20 Аха8 Hxa8 21 Axd4 ҰҰха4 22 
с4. 

20... %х44? 

20...Ќха1! 21 Жха1 Wxd4 22 c3 Wd2 23 
Hd1 Wxb2 +. 

21 Нха8 Жха8 22 c4 Ed8 23 Hdl ҰУхҺ2 24 
cxd5 + 
21) М. Kravtsiv — Oleksienko 

Lvov 2004 

“The pawn is like a kind of anthill, often 
supporting great weight.” — Tartakower. And 
certainly, here the black ants prove very indus- 
trious! 

52...2d1!! 53 Иха1 b3 54 h6 b2 55 h7 
al¥¥! 56 58 512+! 57 Exb1 Wxh8 —+ 
22) Navara - McShane 

Lausanne 2004 

The move f5 enlarges the living space of 
many of the white pieces, and is undoubtedly 
part of White’s short-term plans. But if one 
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relies solely on such general considerations, 
unsupported by concrete variations, then strong 
strategic moves can lead to tactical problems. It 
is no coincidence that the word ‘routine’ is for 
us one of the strongest of condemnations. 

21 £5? exf5 22 gxf5 gxf5 23 Axf5? (D) 

23 Фур57 is also bad, in view of 23...9\с3+! 
24 bxc3 245 25 c4 Axc4 26 c3 Ab2 —+. White 
should opt for 23 YJxf5 &xd4 24 Wxh7 Éh8 +. 


@ AG Р Р 
» | ФА А 
Жы 2 % 


% 
2. 2 


АЖАР МК 
1o = 550 ЖЭ. 


23...Exe41! 24 ӛхе4 б\с3+! 25 2.xc3 

25 bxc3 @хе4 26 еЗ (26 cl b3 27 axb3 
Wxb3+ 28 al &xc2 also wins for Black) 
26...b3! 27 axb3 Wxb3+ 28 Әсі Y7a34- 29 Ы 
44 –+. 

25...bxc3! 26 Éd3 

Or: 26 &xb7 {964 27 53 Wa3 —+; 26 Wel 
Lxe4 27 Vixc3 2745 28 953+ Wxb3 29 axb3 
Rxf5 30 Éxf5 еЗ —+. 

26...%хе4 27 Exc3 f8 28 1714 1755! 29 
ДГА 2xf5 0-1 
23) Nijboer — Fressinet 

Leon Echt 2001 

Fressinet lost the game, missing a drawing 
chance in the process. He quite correctly wanted 
to take advantage of the awkward placing of the 
white bishops and rooks, but was let down by in- 
accurate calculation of the relevant variations. 

54...h6? 

The correct path was 54...Да2! 55 Ах45 Аха4 
56 #55 (56 Kg5 h6 57 Ихоб+ Ф17 58 Хаб b3 
=; 56 Xc5 4246 57 Eg5 %сб =) 56...47! 57 
S xb4 Фсб 58 МЪ8 (58 Ec5+ 66 59 Нед 855 
=) 58... 4227 59 Bb5 Èc6 =. 

55 &xb4 Eb2 56 %с3 Ха2 57 Не5+ Gf7 58 
Re8+ £8 59 904+ 1-0 


SOLUTIONS FOR ‘ANSWER A QUESTION’ 


24) Z. Rahman - Volzhin 
Dhaka 2001 

“The main thing is not how many troops you 
have, but how well they fight!” — Eisenhower. 

25...43! 26 2¢3 

In chess terms: trade in the second-hand 
queen for a younger and better model. 

26...ахс2!! 27 &xg7 Хат! 28 ЕП Adi 29 
£h6 204 –+ 


25) Leko — Kramnik 
Brissago Wch (5) 2004 

Solving studies or endgame positions is like 
solving a box puzzle — you just keep moving 
round and round until you find the right ar- 
rangement! Vladimir Kramnik did not have the 
patience to find the correct route for the bishop: 

62...%р32? 

62...2e1! 63 Исб+ 4217 64 е5 225! 65 
56+ (65 Ас8 h4; 65 h4 %48) 65...27 66 Феб 
&c3! 67 Hf7+ Фр8 =. 

63 Хсб+ <2р7 64 “2е5 h4 

64... &h4 65 Ёс7+ +-. 

65 Нс7+ <2Һ6 66 Ec4 <2р7 67 еб #2 68 
Дс7+ &h6 69 317 1-0 


26) Sakaev — Fedorov 
Warsaw Ech 2005 

In order to break through on the queenside, it 
proves necessary to strike on the kingside! 

17 14! exf4 18 е5! dxe5 19 \хс5 Y7d6 20 
4b3 е4 21 c5 We5 22 Wad! 

Taking control of the c6-square. 22 265! is 
also not bad, with a similar idea. 

22...26 23 944! 2347 24 c6?! 

Better is 24 25! again controlling сб: 
24... UI xd44- (24...55 25 &xd7 Wxd4+ 26 Axd4 
&xd7 27 Kb7 Rfd8 28 сб 4—) 25 Axd4 Axc5 
26 46 +-. 

24...Wxd4+ 25 Axd4 е5 26 c7! %47 27 
$55! 2xb5 28 Exb5 a6 29 ДЬб 2\8 30 Хеб 
24331 БЫ! Xa7 32 46 Axd6 33 Hxd6 Axc7 
34 Ad5 Хед 35 еб Ха8 36 Ха7 1-0 


27) Andreikin — Tomashevsky 
Russian U-18 Spartakiad (Kazan) 2003 
Undoubtedly, Black must take account of 
White's counter-combination, but it need not 
prevent us from playing the move we want to 


play. 
35...45! 36 “Үхе5? Aeg! 
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"Such were the extremely sweet epithets 
which the pseudo-classical masters applied to 
our moves. But nowadays, when our ideas have 
triumphed completely, any player knows that 
such ugly moves can contain the most natural, 
deep and elegant methods of play.” — Nimzo- 
witsch. Not 36...dxc4?? 37 Ахс7 Hf7 38 Wxf5-- 
<р8 39 Hxf7 VIxf7 40 c7 Wxc7 41 хб and 
White wins. 

37 Wxp7+ $xg7 38 Hdl 4хс4 39 a7 f4! 

39...c3 40 ез. 

40 g3 c3 41 gxf4 c2 42 Hel 2d4+ 43 $52 
Дха7 44 Ахс2 2146 45 Бха7 Яха7 46 Де? 
$56 47 Sçh3 Дх 48 2\42 217 49 Хед Ag5s+ 
0-1 
28) V. Mikhalevski - Vodiasov 

Turin OL 2006 

The knight needs no safe harbour — it acts 
more like an icebreaker. By a combined blow, 
the white knight, as well as the bishop on f4 and 
the pawn on c4, cut through the black position. 

14 Axe6!! ХЧхеб 15 cxd5 схд5 16 $xd6 
хаб (D) 

16...Кас8 17 22,07 with an extra pawn. 


n аат a. жі 


% m Z G 

„Л, » ex a p 
% 

um Fa ZA 52” 


77777. 
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17 1927! Wxc7 18 Exc7 Мб 19 ДхЬ7 Ef771 
Better is 19...Ёѓс8. 
20 Bxf7 &xf7 21 Есі-- 


ЈЕ 


29) Ghaem Maghami – Short 
Teheran (4) 2003 
“Be firm in striving for your goals, and gen- 
tle in the methods used to achieve them." - 
Aquaviva. 
15 Ac3? 


Sharp measures are out of place here. 
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15...@\хс5! 16 bxc5 dxc3 17 2xc3 &хс5+ 
18 Yhi d4 + 

Black went on to win. 

30) Kramnik - Kasparov 
London Wch (4) 2000 

Despite the extra knight and pawn, the win is 
far from easy because the white pieces are tied 
up defending one another. The way out of the 
morass requires careful footwork with every 
move, in order not to fall into the quicksand of a 
draw. 

59 &b2? 

59 Җе8! wins: 

а) 59..Eh7 60 #b8+ %хс7 (60... а7 61 
Hb7#) 61 a7 4—. 

b) 59...Жа1 60 Ad5+! %с5 (60...a7 61 
4\b4) 61 Ар5! 4—. 

c) 59...ДҺ2+ 60 Ф43 Eh3+ 61 Фе2 АҺ2+ 
62 4213 Bh3+ 63 %2 Хаз 64 Dd5+ %с5 
(64...Фа7 65 Ab4) 65 Bg5! «65 (65...%246 66 
44; 65...8c4 66 Ac7) 66 Ёрб &c5 67 4327 
+=; 

59...АҺ8! = 60 $253 Ас8 

Now Kramnik could achieve nothing more 
than #+4) уз E, which was agreed drawn on 
move 74. 
31) В. Savchenko — Vitiugov 
Russian jr Ch (Cheboksary) 2006 

The assessment of the position depends on 
finding the only winning combination. Luck, 
maybe? Possibly, but Friedrich Nieztsche said 
that the winner doesn’t believe in luck! 

23 Ұ/6! Хас8 24 %с4!! 

24 2h6? Axf3 —+. 

24...Axf3 

24... 3]xc2 25 2h6! Wxd1+ 26 ДА +-. 

25 Wxc3 Ac5 26 хаб! 1-0 
32) Riazantsev — Rublevsky 

Warsaw Ech 2005 

If your pieces are in their ideal positions, and 
cannot be improved statically, it means that the 
time is ripe to convert this advantage into some- 
thing real. The main problem is not to miss the 
critical moment. 

19...2 xc51! 20 bxc5 Exd4! 21 exd4 @xf3+ 
22 Wxf3 $xf3 23 Bxf3 

As the Chinese proverb says, “A thousand 
mice cannot replace one elephant.” This is a 
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play on words in Russian, since the word for 
bishop is slon, which also means elephant — 
Translator’s Note. 

23...Dg4! 24 2xf7+ 

Or: 24 Мез 94 25 &h1 Me3 —+; 24 Наг 
Hel+ 25 А Axfl+ 26 S9xf1 Wf4+ —+. 

24...58 25 2x8 Yxh2+ 26 &f1 91+ 27 
Be2 {22+ 28 газ Wxf3+ 29 «c4 Ac3+ 30 
<Ъ3 $95! 31 Ха2? 

This was the last chance for the mice to orga- 
nize themselves and operate collectively. Un- 
fortunately, mice are not very social animals. 

31 a5? is also bad, due to 31...'¥e6+ 32 45 
Dxd5! (32... V/xe8? 33 Hel +) 33 $47 \е5! 34 
&b2 Axc3 35 Hdl We2 36 g4 195+ 37 
ФФхс3 ҰҰхс5-- 38 9263 Wb5+ 39 Wc2 ћ5 40 23 
Wyc5+ 41 243 Wxa5 —+, but the correct solu- 
tion is 31 Дей! Ү7еб+ 32 45 DAxd5 33 Axd5 
ҰУха5-- 34 Иса \еб 35 &b5!! axb5 36 axb5 
1915 37 <9с3 =. 

31..9е6+ 32 45 @\ха5 33 Ме2 He3+ 34 
$52 ҮҮхе8 35 сб ҰҮхсб 0-1 
33) М. Kravtsiv - Ү. Vovk 

Lvov 2004 

This game was played in front of us, and 
from the very beginning resembled the Biblical 
story of David and Goliath. The white-player 
was a small child, whilst the black-player was 
the six-foot-tall Yuri Vovk. But what can one do 
when history repeats itself? Black's careless- 
ness allowed the new David to load his sling 
with shot and deliver the fatal blow. 

11 d5! bxc3 

Other moves also fail to help: 11...cxd5 12 
2155; 11... хаб 12 dxc6 YfeG 13 104 2h6+ 
14%Ы 0-0 15 Y7xb4; 11...2xd5 12 Axd5 сх45 
13 2b5+ $d7 14 dxe7 ҰҰхе? 15 9.х47+ &xd7 
16 Bxd5+. 

12 dxc6 cxb24 13 &b1 f6 14 25! «t7 15 
с7 +- 
34) Sobry - M. Hrabinska 
Cappelle la Grande 2005 

Black lacks breathing-space. The unwritten 
rules of chess state that in such situations, it is 
necessary to look for a freeing break, to avoid 
being asphyxiated. But here, Black runs into a 
cold shower. 

41...45? 42 fxg6+ fxg6 43 exd5 Дха5? 

43... /f4!? is better. 
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44 Ихћ5+!! gxh5 45 We4+ &h6 

45.492871? 46 сх45 (46 Wxd5? We3+ 47 
Srl 914+ =) 46...h4 +. 

46 cxd5 Wel 47 1722 

47 У113! 4—. 

47...Че3-- 48 1712 +— 
35) Lagowski — Grabinsky 

Swidnica 2000 

A whole chapter in Attack with Mikhail Tal is 
devoted to ‘falling into traps’. The Riga Magi- 
cian gives many examples in which he happily 
walked into his opponent’s intended line, only to 
turn the situation through 180 degrees by an un- 
expected tactical blow, and leave the opponent 
as the one who was trapped. With the move... 

20...Дс5?? (D) 
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...Black set a trap, but after the correct reply, 
it would have been the trapper himself who was 
caught. 

21 143? 

21 Ded! {9х45 22 Wg5!! +- (or 22 Wel! 
T-). 

21... /g6 22 YJe3 
and now White had to settle for equality. 


36) Training position based on 
Damljanovié-Macieja, Plovdiv Echt 2003 
It is a rule of nature that the great majority of 
chess-players who give up tournament play al- 
most always end up returning. Some invisible 
magnet draws them back to the game. We pre- 
dict that even Garry Kasparov will not prove to 
be an exception to this, and will sooner or later 
return to top-flight chess; in fact, we would lay 
odds on it. It is hard to pick one particular 
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reason why people соте back, as the causes are 
usually individual. Some are drawn by the cre- 
ative urge, some by the intellectual challenge, 
others by the pleasure of winning. But the main 
thing is the beauty of the game itself, which 
draws true artists back to the board. 

35...2b2!! 36 b7 Éb6!! 37 2xb6 42 38 
587+ 217 39 2,25 919+ 40 2el %У45 0-1 
37) Turov - V. Popov 
Russian Cht (Sochi) 2006 

40...Ахр2+!! 41 Dxg2 Коб 42 ҰУе2 e3 

Accurately tying up the white pieces. 

43 Ха2 %17 44 Xb2 

Here almost any move wins, providing Black 
doesn't put something en prise. White is very 
close to being in zugzwang. But a grandmaster 
does not like to play without a plan, so he de- 
cides to transfer the bishop. 

44...2.d8 0-1 
38) Oleksienko — Baklan 

Lvov 2003 

It must be admitted that Black's position is 
strategically superior. He has a plan for strength- 
ening it: put the bishop on d4, after which the 
white king will feel the pressure, and then ad- 
vance the h-pawn. This is the critical moment — 
either White will find a way to escape from the 
vice, or he must resign himself to an unfortu- 
nate end. Straightening out his pawns and solv- 
ing the strategic problems is possible by means 
of a tactical trick. Incidentally, the old saying 
that tactics serve strategy is only half true; in re- 
ality, each plays its part in deciding the result. 

26 c3! %с5 

26...bxc3 27 bxc3 &g1+? 28 &c2 &xh2? 29 
Дһ1 2xg3 30 Hgl 4—. 

27 c2 + 

White has kept his disadvantage to an abso- 
lute minimum. 
39) Dorfman - Lamprecht 

Bundesliga 2001/2 

Dorfman is one of the best chess trainers, 
who has helped the development of many top 
players, including Garry Kasparov, so has seen 
most things in his time. It is hard to surprise 
such an experienced trainer, but here he misses 
an unlikely stalemate idea, with many pieces on 
the board. 
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34Да1? F 

The route to salvation is 34 Ахрб-!! Мхдб 
35 Ххсб+! bxc6 36 147+ $16 37 Wg7+! %xg7 
= (ог 37...Exg7 =). 

34...18h7? 

More convincing was 34...97 35 447+ We7 
36 195+ 1916 37 ҰУ47-- е7 38 НИ! (38 1х7? 
Ихћ2+ 39 Éxh2 Bxh2+ 40 чехћ2 Wh4+ 41 
Bel 923+ 42 ГІ Wxf3+ 43 Bel хе4+ —+) 
38...65 39 Wxa7 \с3 + and one can forget about 
compensation. 

35 ҰУ48!? Ихһ2+? 

Better is 35...Ae7 36 947+ 217 37 ҰҰХЫ? 
Wc3 38 ДА +. 

36 Ихћ2 Ихћ2+ 37 92х12 V/h54 38 “рі 
We5+ 39 <р2 е7 40 147+ Фї7 41 Даб 
Vic2- 42 Phi 

According to the database, in this equal posi- 
tion, Black lost for some reason not known to 
us. 
40) Grishchuk — Marciano 

French Cht 2003 

Alexander Grishchuk realizes that he needs 
to breathe life into his pieces, even at the cost of 
the exchange. 

20 бМ4!! 925 

20...S2£5 21 еб. 

21 Axe6 Lxd2 22 Axg7 225 23 23 #48 24 
Хха8+ х8 25 045 447 26 14 Eg81? 27 &f2 
<еб 28 “јез 2d8 29 13 15 30 24 fxg4+ 31 
Axed #25 32 %с1! 4— Éf8 33 Фед 9х4 34 
&xf4 {5 35 616 сб 36 е8 2/7 37 2 xh6 М2 
38 204 Hxc2 39 h6 Ec3 40 Ag7+ Фе7 41 
Q5 1-0 
41) Sashikiran — Krasenkow 

Calvia OL 2004 

While we were writing this book, we ap- 
proached a certain grandmaster, and asked him 
to suggest a couple of beautiful combinations 
from his games, that we could include in the 
book. He laughed sceptically, and said “What 
do you mean, combinations? I’m just an hon- 
est labourer. I realize small advantages, defend 
slightly worse positions, and take whatever is 
put en prise!” This is day-to-day chess work. 
But we would add that there are also holidays, 
days when one can sacrifice one’s queen for 
compensation! 

20 dxe5!! 226 
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20... хаз 21 f4 954 22 &c2 +. 

21 exd6 Êxe4+ 22 Xal! 18 23 [хе4 + 24 

23...WWxe4 24 Ag3 ФИЗ 25 ALS +—. 

24 %а2 243 

Or 24.. ХУхе4 25 Ag3 13 26 645 Éxf5 27 
gxf5 0145 28 %х45 cxd5 29 Ино! +—; Black's 
relatively best try is 24...2\d7!? 25 0344 216 26 
WS +. 

25 е5! 2345 

25...Ахс3 26 Axc3 хе5 27 Ане! Wg3 28 
He7 Uxh3 29 47 +-. 

26 &xd5 сха5 27 Ххаѕ 1717 28 Хаа с4 
29 еб!! 

29 d7?! 848 30 еб Wxe6 31 2344 Wxd7 32 
б\х{3 Wxd1+ 33 Ахат Иха1+ +. 

29...Чхе2 

29...Ахс3 30 Axc3 Wxe6 31 47 #48 32 
Ehel ҰУГ7 33 He8+ Дхе8 34 48У +-. 

30 47 Хаз 31 Édel 1-0 


42) Training position, 2006 

The favourite question of non-chess-players 
(and journalists) is “How many moves do you 
see ahead?” If you are sick of responding to this 
question, we can suggest one possible answer: 
“Until I find a win!” Here, your internal com- 
puter needs to calculate six moves. 

40 2xc4+! Gh8 41 Exd1 Hxe7 42 Hd8+ 
Ке8 43 Ёхе8+ Axes 44 %еб!! We2 45 \Ус3+ 
+- 
43) Ivanchuk — Leko 
Morelia/Linares 2006 

In boxing, it is very difficult to fight an oppo- 
nent who can vary the rhythm of the fight, one 
minute boxing quietly, then suddenly launch- 
ing a fierce attack. The same is true in soccer, 
when a period of slow play is followed by a 
sudden burst of pace. The legendary Ukrainian 
soccer trainer Valery Lobanovsky was fond of 
this approach. But in chess, such an approach is 
not easy. Here, even two supergrandmasters 
were unable to adjust from a slow positional 
battle, to notice a sudden sharp combinative 
idea. 

23...Кас8? 

23...cxd4 24 exd4 Zyxd4! 25 Ах44 Hac8! 26 
Wd1 Excl 27 W/xc1 Ёхе5! 28 Wc7 (28 AxeS 
Wxf2+ —+) 28...Ме7 29 18+ &h7 30 Wxa7 
g5!! -+. | 

24 2 
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Now the game is equal and eventually ended 
in а hard-fought draw. 

44) Grabinsky — Bily 
Ukrainian Cht (Alushta) 2006 

8 уы!!! 

After this move, two black pieces immedi- 
ately look stupid, and will have to run back 
home, with their tails between their legs. You 
may laugh at such a method of developing the 
initiative, but if you switch on your analysis en- 
gine, it will soon wipe the smile off your face. 
“We аге not retreating, we are attacking from a 
different direction”, as Douglas MacArthur once 
said. 

8...f5 

Freeing the f7-square, as a retreat for the 
knight. 

9 DfA! 

This idea had to be foreseen before the move 
8 Obl. 

9... 707 10 {915+ рб 

After the game, many kibitzers patted White 
on the back, saying “yes, and on ...Wf7, of 
course, then \хеб!” Almost right! 10...Wf7 11 
Wxf7+ (11 Axe6? g6!) 11... 2xf7 12 £3 +-. 

11 Zxg6 117 12 5\4 Wxh5 13 AxhS 4— 
45) Kosteniuk — Onishchuk 

Wijk aan Zee 2005 

Even the veriest beginner can understand 
what White wants: to promote his pawn, with 
the support of rook and bishop. The question is 
what consequences this plan entails. But as 
they say, this doesn’t matter — the main thing is 
to see the goal and believe in yourself! The 
great Michaelangelo disclosed the secret of his 
greatness as follows: "Perfection is composed 
of trifles.” And Harvey Mackay said “Trifles do 
not play an important role; they decide every- 
thing." So, let's worry about trifles, in the best 
sense of the word. 

70 Е(7? 

This throws away the win, as does 70 ДҺ7+? 
$24 71 рб eg! 72 27 417 =. 

White needed to find 70 g6!! Axf4 71 ЁҺ7+ 
<р5 72 g7 Éxe44- 73 a3 Нев 74 Éh8!! +-. 

70...2e8 71 Ef8 b2 72 &c3 рб 73 Bh8+ 
Фра 74 2.xg6 Exf4 75 &xb2 &xg5 76 2d3 

The position is now theoretically drawn, al- 
though in the game White in fact went on to win. 
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46) Pruess — Golod 
Los Angeles 2004 

“Не who buys what he doesn't need ends up 
selling what he needs!" — Benjamin Franklin. 

11 Zxh7? Éxh7!! 

Our friend and former countryman, the tal- 
ented now-Israeli grandmaster Vitaly Golod, 
punishes his opponent for his greed. 

12 &xh7 Wh4 13 943 %хр2 14 8.257! 
V/xg5 15 Bel 4\5! 16 <241 0-0-0! 17 f4 Wes! 
18 Ахр2 Axd3 19 схаз ха3+ 20 Vel 

20 “сі Wxf4+ 21 222 (21 &b1? Be3 —+) 
21... Vfc4 22 db] 944 23 Hed Xd2! 24 Bxd4 
Hxe2 -+. 

20...54! —+ 

Black won the game ten moves later. 


Golod - Costa 

Biel 2005 

“There is no more sincere love, than the love 
of food" (George Bernard Shaw). But one must 
show some moderation, even when indulging 
one's pleasures; otherwise one may suffer the 
ill effects of being overweight. 

25...@\хе3?? 

25...@М8!? is superior. 

26 45! exd5 

The only move. 

27 Hxc3! ХУхс3 28 He8+ Exe8 

28...AL8 29 ХУхс3 Ахс3 30 Аха8 Éxb3 31 
$46 4—. 

29 Wxc3 + 


47) 


48) Reutsky — Aveskulov 
Kharkov 2005 

In the notes to one of his games, Alexander 
Alckhine wrote: “A deeply-calculated and cor- 
rect rook sacrifice, the aesthetic value of which 
is however reduced by the fact that it is not the 
quickest or most effective way of solving the 
problems of the position.” We shudder to think 
what the fourth world champion would say in 
this case about the accuracy of calculation, the 
timeliness of the end of the game and the neces- 
sity of the sacrifice! 

22...АхЬ2?! 

22...Wb4 —+ is the correct way forward. 

23 &xb2 Eb8+ 24 Sal Wa3 25 2d4 (D) 

25...@\с3?? 

25...exd4! 26 Wh7+ (26 9ха4 c5 27 VIxd5 1 
Фе7 28 ЪЗ Éxb3 29 cxb3 with advantage to 
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Black) 26...5e8 27 Wh8+ “247 28 Y/xb8 Y/c34- 
T. 
0-1 
White resigned at what was hardly the most 
natural moment, given that he had at his dis- 
posal 26 Wh7+ еб 27 #947+!! х7 28 &с5+ 
+=; 


49) Topalov — Ponomariov 
Sofia 2006 

[tisin grave danger, even though some of the 
pieces targeting it are at a considerable dis- 
tance. 

32 бух{6!! 

32.%х4522 Éxd5! —+. 

32...2.xf6 33 44! ха2 34 Аха2 Axd4 35 


b4! + 


Van den Оое!— Fritz SSS 
Dutch Ch (Rotterdam) 2000 
“Common sense is the sum of the warnings 
one has learnt up to the age of 18" — Einstein. 
9...2хЁ2! 10 Exf2 2xf2+ 11 dxf2 f4t! 
Admit it — you devoted all your attention to 
calculating the variation 11...fxe4+? 12 221 
with merely an advantage to Black, and did not 
notice the much stronger move played in the 
game. It is the sort of move that would come 
into the head only of someone completely free 
of stereotyped ideas, i.e. a computer. 
12 gxf4 exf4 13 Әрі Wh4+ 14 &f1 f3! 15 
4)xf3 V/xh2 0-1 


50) 


51) Ivanović- S. Grigoriants 
Pancevo 2003 
“A game of chess is usually a fairytale of 


1001 mistakes" — Tartakower. In fairness to the 
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players in this fairytale, one should say that 
they were already in time-trouble. 

29 Vyxf6+? 

Better is 29 АхҺ7--<2р8 30 17h6 e4 31 285 
2р7 32 É6h4 V/c6 with compensation. The 
pseudo-active 29 9.25 only makes things worse 
after 29...2g7 and the knight gets the entry 
square b2. 

29...32 р8!! 30 113? (D) 

30 Y7f1 gxh5 31 2¢3 + is relatively prefera- 
ble. 
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30...gxh5? 

30... 7d8!! —+ 31 23 #41+ 32 %р2 Éxcl 33 
Exh7 92+ 34 Wf2 145+ 35 Wf3 De3+ 36 
4222 942+ 37 We2 Hfl#. 

31 Wxh5 

Now the game is unclear, although Black 
won in the end. 

52) Zsu. Polgar — Chiburdanidze 
Calvia wom OL 2004 

The position reminds one of boiling up a 
good soup — high temperature, a collection of 
different ingredients, and finally, the miracle — 
a tasty dish emerges. But don’t they say that 
men are better cooks than women? 

14 Әхеб!! Axe2 

Or: 14..19е8!7 15 %е4!! %хе4 16 Aga! (6 
17 Ah6+ Фр7 18 gxf6+! &xh6 19 983 +-; 
14..АЧе7 15 &е4!! dxe5 16 &х67 ©xe2! 17 
срхе2 VIxb7 18 ҰҮхе5 16 19 We6+ НЕТ 20 gxf6 
+. 

15 Axf7!! Axc3 16 Ah6+! %27 17 &2xc3+ 
516 18 2 xf6- Y/xf6 19 gxf6+ <2хһ6 20 Хеб 

20 ВЫ! gxf5 21 253. 

20...Ac6 21 245 +— 
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53) Areshchenko — Dovzhik 
Ukrainian Ch (Simferopol) 2003 

It is a well-known fact, popularly referred to 
as the ‘Butterfly Effect’, that sometimes a large 
effect can result from a very small initial change. 
And here a single pawn advance at move 28 
could have unleashed a massive storm. How- 
evcr, this all remained in the notes. 

23 Hxe5? 

The possibility referred to above is 23 751! 
9 xg5 24 Wh7+ 4218 25 {118+ 6227 26 Ёхе5+ 
Деб 27 Ихеб+ fxe6 28 d6+!! V/xd6 29 VJxg7-- 
$248 30 YJxb7 +-. 

23... Hxd5?! 

23...%х45 24 Efel Феб 25 Ихеб! fxe6 26 
S&xh6! is not very comfortable, but is the least 
of the evils. 

24105 Ахаз 25 схаз ҰҮсб 26 Хед! hxg5 27 
Wxf7+ 7 28 Éfel 4— Да8 29 Wxe7 Дхаз 
30 “Ухр5 Wxe4 31 {15+ <2р8 32 Ихе4 &хе4 
33 We8+ <2Һ7 1-0 


54) Study (first publication) 
Volokitin & Grabinsky, 2006 

We never imagined that writing this book 
would lead us to compose a study. It is well 
known that literary merit does not always coin- 
cide with the sporting successes of the authors, 
However, one can sometimes uncover new abili- 
ties in oneself. We present our joint composition. 

1 %с3!! 

It is not immediately obvious why White 
loses a tempo. Instead, 1 637 fails to win: 
1...а5 2 0/4 a44 3 «233 ad =. 

1...a5 2 253 а4+ 3 a3 ad 

3... c4 is met by 4 2541 &b5 5 c6 %с5 6 
Ae7 &b5 7 2\08 %с5 8 046 $255 9 е8 «c5 
10 4\7 +-. 

After the text-move, the winning plan is ele- 
mentary — transfer the knight to c7 and go into a 
winning king and pawn ending! 


4 ома db5 5 Deb Lad 6 2727 +- 
55) J. Ivanov — Ro. Perez 
Seville 2004 


In 1998, the Ukrainian junior team had a 
training session before the world junior cham- 
pionships. Andrei Volokitin was present as 
Ukrainian under-12 champion, and Vladimir 
Grabinsky greatly enjoyed his training ses- 
sions with this small but highly promising boy. 
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Many of that team became well-known cham- 
pions: Katerina Lahno, Anna Muzychuk, Yuri 
Drozdovsky, Sergei Fedorchuk, and the youn- 
gest of all, 8-year-old Sergei Kariakin. At that 
time, he was still weaker than his older team- 
mates, both in practical strength and in solving 
training exercises. But even then, we were 
amazed by his ability to find counterplay for 
the opponent. He was extremely objective in 
his approach to positions, and did not try to at- 
tack without justification. One did not need to 
be Nostradamus to predict a great future for 
him. Those of you who propose 2155, with the 
idea of Jxd6, suffer from over-optimism, and 
need to learn to look at positions other than 
through rose-tinted spectacles. 

11 255? Y7b8 12 ALS Q xb5 13 2 xb5 V/xb5 
14 Y?xd6 &f8!! (D) 
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Shattering the illusions and returning White 
to the harsh reality. 

15 0-0-0 Hc8 16 2.25 94 17 c3 $xd6 18 
Axd6+ Xe7 19 Axed Hxc4 0-1 


56) A. Vovk — Aveskulov 
Ukrainian jr Ch (Lvov) 2006 

In the Soviet Union, it was accepted practice 
to compensate factory workers for the hard and 
unpleasant nature of their work by giving them 
free milk. It is interesting to speculate what 
could compensate the queen on d2 and bishop 
on e3 for their overwork. One thing is clear – if 
you want to preserve your health, it is better not 
to accept such onerous responsibilities. 

21...2c2! 22 Жас1 

22 Hi? Wxb6 23 f4 Sxf4 24 Hxp1 1748 25 
Ёр4 296 and there is no compensation. 
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22..ХЧхҺ6! 23 2xb6 2xd2 24 Ахс2 &xb4 
25 БЫ a5! 26 #63 M6 27 аз 5\47 28 ахђа 
Axb6 29 bxa5 Da4 30 Ха2 Ac F 

Black’s advantage is small but pleasant, and 
he went on to win, 
57) Topalov - Svidler 

Sofia 2006 

“I nicknamed Garry Kasparov 'g4', because 
he would not dream of advancing the pawns in 
front of his king. He soon got rid of the justifi- 
cation for this name, re-evaluating his attitude 
to this old chess dogma, and a timely 24! ad- 
vance subsequently brought him a number of 
successes.” — Nikitin. Thus, such teasing helped 
the future world champion to free himself of a 
weakness. We are not sure what methods Peter 
Svidler’s trainer used, but from this fragment, it 
is clear that they worked. 

21...16! 22 2h4 25! 23 293 £5! 24 Wxg5 
Sixed T 

Black went on to win the game. 
58) E. Andreev — Sashikiran 
Cappelle la Grande 2006 

Here we offer a lesson in chess etiquette. 
Check is a sign of bad taste, a lack of good man- 
ners. It is no coincidence that chess problems 
rarely start with a check. Strong players often 
criticize weaker ones by saying “‘patzer sees а 
check, patzer gives a check!" In solving this ex- 
ercise, did you manage to show your good 
breeding, and resist the temptation to give a 
check? 

19...Axe5! 20 Һхс5 $xc5 21 $xc5 Whe! 
22 Ac4 Wxc5 23 Wd4 Фе? 24 хс5+ Ахс5 25 
&e2 dxc4 — 
59) Goloshchapov - Volkov 

Istanbul Ech 2003 

If the position of the black king does not 
arouse your predatory instincts, then you are 
too kind a person for such a vicious form of 
sport as chess. 

18 2 xf5!! exf5 19 Жав! Феб 

The only try. 19... а5 is met by 20 We8+ 
@h7 21 Bxh6+! &xh6 (21...gxh6 22 5978) 22 
Wxh8+ &2g6 23 Hdl 4—. 

20 Ехеб 18 

With the idea .. 7. 20...18 is met by 21 
Ef6!. 
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21 $783! 

Prophylaxis in attack, not allowing the target 
to escape from h8. 

21...58 22 Hel h5 23 ApS Dd4 24 Хаб 
We7 25 Wxc3 Wxg5 26 Wxd4 +- Yh7 27 h4 
\е7 28 Hdl 24с8 29 сб Аһр8 30 23 b6 31 
Wes V/fG 1-0 
60) Morozevich — Akopian 

Calvia OL 2004 

Rats should be killed, without waiting to see 
whether they bite or not! Otherwise the pawn 
on е5 threatens to advance to еб and destroy the 
black defences. But these attractive-sounding 
words need to be backed up by accurate calcu- 
lation. Vladimir Akopian did not succeed in 
this, and consequently in his notes, Ramirez 
Alvarez criticized him for taking on е5. In fact, 
the move was correct. 

22....хе5! 

The only good option. Certainly not 22...25? 
23 Éxb7! Éxb7 24 еб [5 (24...fxe6 25 Ф\хеб 
+—; 24...18 25 exf7 Rf8 26 еб +—) 25 e7+ 
Фа 26 Ac6! +-, while 22...18 23 еб (хеб 24 
Ҳхеб + is also unpalatable. 

23 ЌхЬ7! Exb7 24 Acé6 1746? 

Here is our improvement: 24., 1116! 25 5745 
Кеб 26 Фухе5 Ha7 =. 

25 Wd5! Wxd5 26 2xd5 27 27 &f1 Abs 
28 Zxe5 Жаб 29 Ac6 Дхе1+ 30 хе! Ха1+ 
31 &е2 Ас1 32 2144 Дхс3 33 %42 Хаз 34 
4)xb5 Над 35 &c3 Hal 36 &b2 [И 37 Axc7 
Exf2+ 38 253 ЕП 39 b5 g5 40 S?c2 g4 41 b6 
£3 42 b7 [2 43 %с4 1-0 

Thus по crime was committed, the accusa- 
tions are refuted, and the guilty verdict over- 
turned. Unfortunately, though, it is not within 
our jurisdiction to change the result of the 
game. 
61) Timman — Naiditsch 

Dortmund 2002 

King Sviatyslav of ancient Kiev, when at- 
tacking an enemy, used to send a warning in ad- 
vance, saying “I’m coming after you!” In this 
way, without hiding his intentions, he gave his 
adversary the chance to prepare for the assault, 
so as to ensure that the winner would be deter- 
mined in a fair and equal fight. In the subsequent 
course of world history, very few attackers have 
been so open, and most have tended to rely 
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more on cunning and trickery. In this example, 
the great hope of German chess also does not 
go out of his way to reveal his intentions. 
26...Aa4! 27 Axd6 He2!! 28 Bhd 
28 &xb7? Axb2+ 29 dal Ha2+ 30 ФЫ 
543+ 31 Ас2 Ac3+ 32 Hel Axc2#. 
28...АхЬ2+ 29 al VJe7 30 AbS 2xb5 31 
Хс8+ 9е8 32 46 1747 33 Bed Hc2 34 Ххс2 
bxc2 35 Хаз Ac5 36 Hc3 хаб 0-1 
62) Topalov — Leko 
Monte Carlo (Amber blindfold) 2006 
Octavian Augustus said: “Whoever chases 
after small benefits, at the cost of great danger, 
is like a fisherman who tries to catch fish on a 
golden hook; if you lose the hook, no amount of 
fish will make up for it!” 
26...2.xg5? (D) 


И Еи" аав 
ни и Ш 
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AUAM ^ 
B А ? P 
ЛА Д BA 
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27 g3? 

In this case, the line holds, but we should 
point out that the angler could have ended up 
being caught himself: 27 fxg5! УУ 28 Exhl 
Ихћ1 29 &хр7+!! (29 Ихћ177 42+) 29... 298 
(29...58 ха7 30 Wd4+ @\е5 31 Éxhl +— 30 
916! Аһ (30...Axd1 31 4 4—) 31 3 +-. 

27...906 28 2xf6 gxf6 29 Ad3 1147 

and after a further struggle, not free from 
mistakes, Black won. 


63) Shirov — Predojević 

Sarajevo 2004 

The idea that combinations are the product 
of genius is only occasionally true. In this case, 
the tactical operation is based on sound logic. 
Seeing that the blow 27 Exf8 is insufficient for 


victory, one must recall the aphorism of the 
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great inventor, Thomas Edison: “There is al- 
ways a better way”. Once one remembers this, 
one finds the zwischenzug. 

27 c3! 

27 Exf8? Éxf8 28 е7 Бов! 29 Af6 Bxg2+ 
30 ФҺ1 548 31 exd8 + Фхав £. 

27...143 28 Bxf8! Hxf8 29 e7 Ар8?! 

Predojevié does not see Shirov’s next move. 
We would recommend that Black grit his teeth 
and try to hold after 29...Де8!? 30 Af6 Éxe7 31 
EÉxe7 Ид1+ 32 4252 hxg2 33 Ар7 Éhl- 34 
&xg2 НЫ 35 Ded ХхЬ2+ 36 4213 but despite 
the paucity of material, it is much easier for 
White to win, than for Black to draw. 

30 g4!! 

This move was prepared by White's 27th 
move! After 30 Af6 Дхр2+ 31 &h1 #48 32 
ехав + Фх48 33 Не8+ %с7 34 Xe7-- 48! 
Black is only a little worse. 

30...£f3 

30...Axg4+ 31 І 228 (31...48 32 46+ 
2с7 33 exd8 + %х48 34 Axb7+ 4—) 32 2/6 
Ка 33 с87У-- Ихев 34 Ахе8--%с7 35 Не?! +. 

31 46+ 247 32 е8 + Ихев 33 Axe8 218 

Or: 33.17 34 g5 4—; 33...h6 34 &h2 4—. 

34 Ag7 Hg8 35 Hd1+! %с8 36 еб Exg4+ 
37 &h2 b6 38 &xh3 Ме4 39 Ма8+ ФЪ7 40 
Ха7+ баб 41 44 Дез+ 42 $224 ћ5+ 43 &f4 
Хаз 44 2xc6 1-0 
64) Azmaiparashvili — Agrest 

Istanbul Ech 2003 

With his previous move, ...h5, Agrest per- 
plexed the FIDE Vice-President. Black clearly 
intends ...h4 and ...Rg8, and it is difficult to 
imagine anyone wanting to step into the shoes 
of the white king. But Zurab Azmaiparashvili, 
who has extricated himself from worse tangles 
than this, does not panic, and finds a way to 
quell the attack: 

22 &\х{7+! 

22 VJxa7? h4 23 Де3 Ар8! 24 We7 (24 Wxb6 
43c4 25 \хЁ7+ 7) 24... h7! —+ and there is 
no defence to ...247. 

22...б\х{7 23 Ах48 хав 24 We7 h4 

24...Да1+ 25 &h2 Ags (25...h4?? 26 К+ 
&h7 27 Wg7#) 26 We8+ Фр7 27 We7+ =. 

25 Наз!! Ихаз 

25...®с1+ 26 &h2 Ахаз 27 418+ 4217 28 
Wxf7+ =. 

26 Wf8+ ФФҺ7 27 WWxf7+ 12-12 
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65) Grabinsky — Potapov 

Pardubice 2005 

If two trains set off from opposite directions 
towards one another, after they crash together, 
only one will keep on going. So it is with two 
chess-players who strive for the same position 
— it can only prove advantageous for one of 
them. 

12 &xd3! 

12 Axe4?! dxe4 13 Axc6 bxc6 14 6 Феб. 

12...Axd4 13 схад 2xd4 14 Wxd4 203+ 
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The two train drivers have both been heading 
for this same station. 

15 Ф\е4!! 

Putting up the red light to the opponent, who 
is forced to stop. 

15...Axh1 

Or: 15...dxe4 16 65+ сб 17 hxg3 +-; 
15...Axe4 16 %е3. 

16 9.25! We6 17 ФП! 

Now White is winning. The endgame after 
17 V/xd5?! Wxd5 18 Al6+ £7 19 Axd5 Ёхр7 
gives Black more chances than he deserves. 
66) Aronian — Ponomariov 
Khanty-Mansiisk 2005 

“Well-placed pieces, enjoying maximum co- 
ordination, can take part in more operations, 
and give the player more options.” — I. Zaitsev. 
Here, the rook on a8 and the bishop on a5 are 
both separated from their colleagues. Aronian 
soon takes advantage. 

14 b4!! схЬ4 15 53! c5 

15.9767 16 Yxd5 046 17 Яха8 2b7 18 
%46!. 


PERFECT YOUR CHESS 


16 dxc5 bxc5 17 axb4! c4 18 2h74! 8 
19 c3 %хҺ4 20 ХУхҺ4 &xh7 21 Wd6 +- 

Despite dogged resistance by Ponomariov, 
White's extra piece was sufficient to win the 
game. 
67) Firman - Prusikin 

Miskolc 2004 

Those of you who chose the move played in 
the game underestimated the queen sacrifice in 
reply. Once again, the dogma about the strength 
of the strongest piece hangs over us! Even 
Nimzowitsch said "A chess-player would sooner 
put his head in a lion's mouth than give up his 
queen." But sometimes, even lions are not so 
frightening. The correct course is 24 Af6+! 
&h8 25 Éh4!! gxf6 26 15 We2 27 Bhs 3+ 
28 Wxf3 Wxf3 29 gxf3 +. 

However, the game continued 24 Kh4? £6 
25 De7+ ®\хе7 26 e5 Wxh4 27 Wxh4 Ago 28 
А xg6 hxg6 29 Жа1 45 30 Wel Xfe8 31 ХУха5 
d4, and here Black had compensation, and in 
fact went on to win. 

68) V. Milov — Moiseenko 
Santo Domingo 2003 

30 2h3!! ДА5 31 14 Axh3? (D) 

In practice, it was almost impossible to find 
the correct defence. 31... 7487 is also bad due 
to 32 43! Éxh3 33 е5! + with the intention 
of Фур4, but the correct way is 31... 7b8!! 32 
Dg5 Wh8 with unclear play. 
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32 Dg5 Hh6 33 \хеб fxe6 34 Wxh6 218 35 
Exa4? 

It was significantly stronger not to waste 
time and play 35 g4! +. 


SOLUTIONS FOR ‘ANSWER A QUESTION’ 


35...Ef7 36 р4! ed! 

36...De87 37 Их17+ &xf7 38 157+ Ag7 39 
Bal +-. 

37 25 398! 

37...De8? 38 рб Җхї1+ 39 92х11 45 40 Ba7! 
+—. 
38 Éxt74- 

38 Wh8?! Жхї1+ 39 doxf1 dof8!!. 

38...2xf7 39 Wh5+ <2р7 40 1704?! 

40 We8! е5 41 Феб! +. 

40...2.f5 41 ЇЗ 45!! 42 cxd5 ҰУс5 43 4хеб 
Qye7 44 Һ6 Welt 45 WEL We3+ 46 ҰУҒ2 7753 
47 Ва7 991+ 48 WEL 12-1 


69) Variation from the game 
Evseev-S.Ionov, St Petersburg Ch 2003 
32 Axh6+! &h8! 
32...gxh6? 33 26+ 8 34 Y7xh6-- Ah7 35 

202 4—. 

33 xf 74! Axf7 (D) 
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34 %с21? 

Іп the computer's opinion, there is no need to 
force things here, and White should instead 
tease the opponent by 34 844! 2356 35 еб, with 
the initiative. But like all primitive flesh-and- 
blood beings, we shall look at the more human 
move. 

34... 85 

Forced. 

35 4+ 28 36 $b34 2785!! 

Brilliant, but it does not actually change any- 
thing after the correct reply. 

37 ФА1!! 

37 &xd542? Wxd5 38 Bxd5 DL3+ –+. 

37...с2 38 Bel Af3 39 Ахс2 195 

The position remains finely balanced. 
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70) Kramnik — Deep Fritz 

Bahrain (6) 2002 

Despite all its outward cleverness, 27 We6+ 
does not bring the desired result after the cor- 
rect reply 27...\6!! (not 27...®/#6? 28 2xg5+ 
Фхд5 29 Wxd7 c3 30 Ее! +-) 28 #4 2h4!! 
=, 

The game ended as follows: 

27 Wh4+ 26 28 1е4+ 4207 29 &хо5 Wxg5 
30 Xfel cxb3 31 ха4+ 216 32 a5 5945 33 
ҰУх45 Zxd5 34 axb6 axb6 0-1 
71) Anand — Morozevich 
Frankfurt rapid 2000 

“The most cunning tactical tricks, stunning 
combinations, manoeuvres, zugzwangs and sub- 
tle positional play — these are all just the means 
by which the objectives of our positional plans 
are achieved.” — I. Zaitsev. The position of the 
opposing sides’ pieces indicate the right sphere 
of action, This in itself is not difficult to work 
out, but not everybody can find the correct 
method! 

16 fxg5! hxg5 17 h4! 24?! 

17...gxh4 18 МА \9а7 19 $h3 0-0-0 20 
бүхеб VIxeG 21 Ag5!? Wes 22 Bxf5 $b8 23 
Wh2 +, 

18 9795 28 

18..2xg5 19 &xg5 ЗАТ 20 244 t. We 
could suggest 18... 5747 here, but this does not 
mean that we have any great desire to spend 
time trying to save Black's position. 

19 Xh2 + a5 20 Ag3 Даб 21 %е3 Aad 22 
ҰУс2 Rf8 23 52! 1787 

23... Eh8 24 Axf5 &xf5 25 WIxf5 4—. 

24 сб 1-0 
72) Golubev - Kislinsky 

Kharkov 2006 

29...3226!! 

It is hard to believe one's eyes, but only here 
does the black king feel truly safe! 

29... 2287? loses to 30 Ac7+ ФЬ7 31 а8+! 
4—, while after 29...Ed7? 30 Ёхат+ %с8 31 
Hc7--! (this check is essential, to decentralize 
the black king) 31...48 32 Wc3 Wxe3+ 33 
&\хс3 <?хс7 34 &xc2 cxd4 35 е4, despite his 
material advantage of four pawns for a piece, 
Black needs to work hard їо draw the епу ту. 

30 Ab4+ 

30 W£1-- $d34- 31 &xd3 Hxu5 - +. 
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30...2а5 31 Axc6+ <2Һ6 32 Yel Ee8? 33 
VIxf4? Ихе7+ 34 Axe7 с3+ 35 17842 Wal+ 
36 %Ғ2 Wxd4+ 37 Wxd4 exd4 0-1 
73) Khismatullin - Kiriakov 

Tomsk 2004 

52 2d2! 4 xg6 53 hxg6 Axf3!? 

It was important not to overlook this coun- 
terblow! 

54 “Үс?! 4+ 55 Sel 

Here White had another way to win: after 
55 dhl Éh34 56 &gl Axg6 57 ДГ7 Be3+ 
(57..h8 58 %хһ6! Bxh6 59 У/48+ <2Һ7 60 
Wf6 +—) 58 $f2 the checks soon run out. 

55...Axge6 56 Wf7+ @h7 57 Xh2!! 

It is such moves which make chess beautiful. 
If you saw this move in advance, you can re- 
ward yourself in whatever manner you sce fit! 

57... E g34- 58 Gf2 Нр2+ 59 хе? \е2+ 60 
Фр3 Wd3+ 61 1913 28 1-0 
74) Goldin — Bareev 
Beersheba Wcht 2005 

“То win is to surprise the opponent!” said the 
great Russian commander Alexander Suvorov. 
Later, it was said that “The winner is never 
judged”. Since Black’s trick in this game 
worked, we too are not going to prosecute the 
winner, or put on the judge’s black cap. But for 
those who are impressed not merely with the 
outward effects, but also want to get into the 
underlying detail, we have to admit that this is 
really just a somewhat malodorous swindle, al- 
beit an unexpected and effective one. 

24...2xe4? (D) 


Ж Uer 
7 аа 


CER 
Рр 


2 
w man, 
= 


баша 
T 2 


x aa as 
вал“ "B 
А 


ҰЙ ca 
Е SEU @ | 


25 &xb4 


PERFECT YOUR CHESS 


25 Гхе47 %с5. 

25...axb4?! 

Better is 25...{х44 26 Фха5 Ёха1+ 27 Hxdl 
Иха1+ 28 &xdl. 

26 253? 

26 DeG6!! is the refutation: 

а) 26...Ме8 27 fxe4 ИЧхеб 28 204 &хе4 29 
2xe6+ Ихеб 30 Hd7 c5 31 Ас7! Мав (31...®@сб 
32 a5! Же2 33 a6 +-) 32 4212! (32 Hxc5?! Ву?) 
32...f5 33 Bel +. 

b) 26..Дха1+ 27 &xdl! Hd2!? (possibly 
the best chance for Black, although only the 
best of a bad lot; 27...46 28 fxe4 Ххеб 29 2b3 
597 30 Hd1 Sçe7 31 хеб хеб 32 12 +) 28 
fxe4 b6 (28...АхЬ2 29 a5) 29 2f3 Exb2 30 a5 
bxa5 31 Hxa5 Abl+ 32 %[2 НЬ2+ 33 Фез 
553+ 34 214 Ваз. 

26... 2:17 27 Da5 ха 1+ 28 Дха1 Bxd1+ 29 
Фха1 c5 30 b3 $45 31 е2 218 0-1 


Fritz - Shredder 

Ramat Gan computers Wch 2004 

“A combination in the game Fritz-Shredder 
made a great impression on me. For a long time, 
I could not quite understand what had hap- 
pened on the board! It is something rather im- 
probable. After such a game, we could no longer 
ignore computer play." — Garry Kasparov. 

24...Ac4! 25 Ќхс4 Hxe3 26 Ххр7+! Spxg7! 
27 Ихс8 Wh4 28 Wel! Hel 29 21+ 6 30 
Vyg2! ТИЗ 31 Wh3+ ФФр6 32 {22+ 6 33 
Yel Фе7 34 Щс7+ 248 35 АхҺ7 227 36 c3 
%44-! 37 сха4 ха4+ 38 Whi Exfl 39 
VIxf1 V/xd54- 40 {922 Wd1+ 41 Wot V/f34- 42 
We2 Vidi 12-12 


75) 


76) S. Grigoriants — Yakovenko 
Moscow Ch 2006 

If you answered the question with general 
considerations and intuitive impressions, then 
we would remind you that back in the introduc- 
tion we agreed that we would do grown-up 
work, and not just offer each other cock-and- 
bull stories. The famous composer Tchaikov- 
sky emphasized that “Creativity is the sort of 
guest who does not like to call on the idle." So, 
are you ready to receive this guest? 

24 0345? 

24 “AbS is superior. 

24...Axed4!! 25 Wxe4 Ad4! 26 \ха4 Ёхс4!! 
27 Ехс4 2xd5 28 We2? 


SOLUTIONS FOR ‘ANSWER A QUESTION’ 


White should settle for 28 {9с2, remaining 
just a pawn down but avoiding a knockout blow. 
Instead, the referee stopped the fight following 
the next punch. 

28... 26! 0-1 


77) Leko - Bareev 
Dortmund 2002 

Building a positional fortress is like archi- 
tecture. One can build great palaces, or one can 
build row upon row of wretched prefabricated 
apartments. The former grace the city squares 
for centuries, whereas the latter do not usually 
last very long before being demolished. Archi- 
tect Bareev does not manage to build a great 
palace, and his construction fails to stand the 
test of time, or of Peter Leko. 

34...ДЬ4! 35 2xb2 

35 De7+!? Wh7! 36 Lxb2 Xb6! 37 Ac8 
Eb3! and Black is out of danger. 

35...8МА? 

After 35...&67!!, not allowing the knight into 
сб, White must curb his ambitions and settle for 
a draw by 36 2346 Éb4!!. 

36 De7+ Lh7 37 Ac6 ДЬЗ 38 AeS! a5 

The line 38...2\е2+ 39 &f1 Ac3 40 Hcl! is 
also no cure for Black’s ills. 

39 23 245 40 Ac4 6 41 242 Ab4 42 
&c3 Exbi+ 43 Axbl a4 44 Хаз 2\45 45 952 
25 46 Ac4 h5 47 е5 24 48 WEL 9322 49 
Фе2 16 

49...а3 50 922 axb2 51 Soxc2 4727 52 Yxb2 
B16 53 2/3 4215 54 Dh2! %е4 55 %с2 4—. 

50 %43 Ab4+ 51 %с4 AdS 52 сі +- 


78) Elianov — Oleksienko 
Ukrainian Ch (Kharkov) 2004 

The plans one sees in chess games сап be сі- 
ther typical ones, or something original. Stan- 
dard plans, such as the minority attack, are 
well-known to every player, and are covered in 
chess textbooks. In this book, we do not wish to 
present self-evident truths, supported by dubi- 
ous examples. On the contrary, we wish to 
show unexpected conclusions, supported by ac- 
curate and convincing variations, As a conse- 
quence of this, we present here a case of an 
original approach to chess planning. 

27 axb5?! 

Missing an unusual but very promising pos- 
sibility, and one which requires no less original 
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counterplay from Black: 27 f4!! bxa4 28 g4!! 
fxe4 (28...fxg4 29 Axg4) 29 Axed We7! 30 
Ихад (30 257! Wxed+! 31 Xxe4 Hxed +) 
30...25! 31 5ПЗ and White retains the initiative. 

27... 2 Xxb5! 

27...axb5?! 28 Ќеаз +. 

28 Qxb5 

28 Xxa6 044 29 211 (29 Hea3?! #57 30 
Ха? б\хе2 31 Wxe2 Wxd5 2) 29.. 1757 30 Жа2 
Ба8 with compensation. 

28...Ixb5 29 b3 УЉА 30 Yel 

30 Wxb4 Hxb4 31 Ахаб? c4 +. 

30.. 17844 31 Wel 14 32 Хаз 952 33 Ebi 
We7 34 Addi Ab5 35 Bal Xxb3 36 Ахаб 
ХеЬ8 37 Да7 \"¥c3?! 

Better is 37... 1762 =. 

38 Wxc3 12-1 

38...Ахс3 39 h4! һб (only move) 40 24 
Écb3! 41 h5 Ды 42 Ахы ЕхЬ1+ 43 &h2 25 +. 
79) Areshchenko — Hulak 

Warsaw Ech 2005 

Having posed the question above, we felt 
rather like mischievous schoolboys, who had 
unscrewed the seat on the teacher's chair, and 
were impatiently waiting for him to sit on it. 
Did you fall into the trap? 

24 е2! 

Answering fire with fire, trap with trap! 

24 2xf5?! leads nowhere: 24...Ахе3 25 
S xh74-  хҺ7 26 Vh44- 4296! and White must 
take the draw by 27 Wg4+ since 27 Éxf8? fails 
to 27..Х%с7!! 28 {924+ {905 29 Wxg5+ dxg5 
30 14+ &xh4 +. 

24...Нхе2? 

White is only a little better after 24...хе3!? 
25 Wxe3 Фе4 26 Hdl + ог 24...2Ye4! 25 Axed 
Hxe3 26 406+ Exf6 27 Wxe3 Bf8 28 c4 +. 

25 &dl! Xd2 

25... Ис! 26 Ас3 4—. 

26 Мс3 {4 27 1913 + 2472 28 Ded Хас 29 
b4 ҮУхе5 30 Ххс5 2e8 31 Zxd5 exd5 32 Ac5 
Af5 33 2b3 $17 34 24 1-0 
80) Pigusov - Fressinet 
Rethymnon ECC 2003 

Itis easy to understand that, if Black defends 
passively, he can forget about taking anything 
from the game. Fressinet realizes this in time, 
and begins a combination which, although it 
does not fully solve Black’s problems, sharply 
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changes the character of the game, for which 
Pigusov was clearly unprepared. As a result, a 
quick draw ensued. An excellent example of a 
typical defensive method. 

31...Axc5! 32 Ёхе5 9.07! 33 2xb7?! 

Better is 33 Ac4 bxc4 34 &xc4 with advan- 
tage to White. 

33... Ixb6 34 #45 Éxb7 35 Wd4 Wxd4 12-15 
81) Kasparov - Piket 
Internet (60 minute) 2000 

Several pieces are undefended, and the king 
awaits various checks with a feeling of doom. 
To add to it all, the opponent is Garry Kasparov 
himself, the world number one, famous for his 
ruthlessness in despatching his opponents. All 
in all, it is a grim picture, offering little cause 
for optimism. But the main lesson one gets 
from sport is that there is no such thing as a 
hopeless situation, and no such thing as an in- 
vincible opponent. The main thing is to retain 
one's optimism and fighting spirit. In the words 
of the great Ukrainian pole-vaulter, Sergei 
Bubka, "All the while you have one more at- 
tempt left, you have not lost." 

42...21! 43 196 045! (D) 
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44 \хЬб 

This move is forced. 

44... Aah4+ 45 Gh2 23+ 46 22 Hh4+ 47 
Bh2 13+ 48 Фе2 14+ 49 12 12-12 


82) Galliamova — Korchnoi 
Amsterdam (Veterans vs Ladies) 2001 
“Whilst trying to write chess poetry, I was 
clearly not in tune with its prose. It was neces- 
sary to go into a worse endgame, and hope for 


PERFECT YOUR CHESS 


an error from the opponent.” — Mikhail Tal. In 
our example, it is not obvious what is poetry 
and what is prose, but unfortunately, once again, 
the saving line remained in the notes. 

34 Нхеб+! Ixe6 35 We7+? 

White strays from the path. The draw was 
there for the taking by 35 Дс7+! 246 36 Исб+!! 
Фхсб (36...bxc6 37 {948+ <2е5 38 Wb8+ 4216 
39 {918+ 226 40 {28+ =) 37 #с8+ %66 38 
Wd8+ “сб 39 9с8+ “246 40 148+ <2е5 41 
Wb8+! =. 

35...147 36 Ч хр5+ 47 37 Axel xel 38 
Yel a6 + 

and Korchnoi reeled in the full point. 

83) Szmetan - P.H. Nielsen 
Bled OL 2002 

In life, it is important to have real friends, 
and here, the position of the queen underlines 
this. One isolated piece, trapped behind enemy 
lines, cannot defend itself on its own. But find- 
ing some faithful comrades who can help at just 
this moment is not easy. The white knight is one 
true friend, but its help is not enough to avoid 
rapid defeat. Only with the help of the rook and 
bishop can salvation be found. Thus 20 22g5!! 
is the best solution: 

а) 20...2с677 loses to 21 Жас!! +-. 

b) 20...h6 21 Нас! Ба8 22 e4 hxg5 23 exd5 
Wxd5+ 24 Wxd5 еха5 25 Hfel+ and this end- 
game can hardly suit Black. 

с) 20...®#Ы7! 21 е4 Ёсб 22 Ac5!! and now 
Black can keep no more than a slight plus: 
22...Жхс5 23 exd5 Wxd5+ 24 ХУх45 Bxd5 25 
Хас1! 0-0 26 $e7 Eb8 27 E fd1 + 

In the game it was a different story: 

20 Ab2? Wb7! 21 е4 Ec6 22 c4 Wag! 23 
exd5 Xxd6 24 Axd6+ %267 25 Hed ҰУх45 26 
ҒЗ 016 27 $g5 Ec8 28 МГа1 Hc24 29 <9Һ1 
0-1 


84) Variation from the game 

Morozevich-Nikoli¢, Wijk aan Zee 2000 

White's threats are quite impressive. It seems 
that Black cannot defend the position. How- 
ever, "miracles sometimes happen, but we have 
to work hard on them" — Chaim Weitzmann, the 
first President of Israel. 

32 ха5!? bxc5 33 &xc5 {797 

Forced. 

34 Wa7 


SOLUTIONS FOR ‘ANSWER A QUESTION’ 


Digging carefully through the pile of varia- 
tions, one finds a devilish defence: 

34..Х748!! 

Not: 

а) 34...На8? 35 Y¥b7 248 36 2b4! еб 37 
Wxd7 Bxd7 38 сб Ac7 39 2a5! Ф\е8 40 Хеб 
46 41 4 +-. 

b) 34.. 17827 35 %е3 AbS 36 Wxg7+ + (36 
$757? {943 37 Хс8 Eg8 38 1768 {961+ =). 

с) 34...5487 35 2b4! еб 36 хат Аха? 
37 Bc6 Ad8 38 Хс8 +-. 

35 256 2\55!! 36 Wf7 Ad6 = 
85) Nijboer — Efimenko 

Turin OL 2006 

27...fxe4! is the move one wants to play, so 
as to secure the e5-square for Black’s pieces. 
But one must then reckon with the reply 28 f4. 
However, this is no reason to refrain from 
one's desires! Black answers with 28...exd3!! 
29 fxg5?! (29 Ахһ8 dxc2+ 30 wal 96 31 
Exd8+ Y/xd8 and Black has compensation for 
the exchange, whilst White has no compensa- 
tion for his opponent's passed pawn) 29...dxc24- 
30 $al ЖхһҺ1 31 Bxhl 43 32 Хез (32 We3 
е5!) 32...Ab8! and now it is hard to know 
what to recommend to White, in spite of his 
huge material advantage. 

In the game Black did not see enough of 
these ideas, and missed his chance: 

27...e5?1 28 2a4 

Now the game is unclear. 

86) Anand — Morovic 
Sdo Paulo rapid 2004 

The central white and black pawns, like two 
lumberjacks, demolish everything in their path, 
leaving behind them only a trail of destruction. 
The only difference is that Black’s path leads no- 
where, whilst White is clearing a road straight 
to the enemy king’s palace. 

13 e5! 

13 Фе2 e5 =. 

13...dxc3 14 exf6 

14 b4 Wd5 15 exf6 VJxf3 16 fxg7 Eg8 17 
gxf3 Ихр7+ 18 ФН =. 

14...cxb2? 

14...2xf6! gives better defensive chances, 
although no guarantee of salvation: 15 b4 #966 
16 103 (16 $d6 c5! 17 bxc5 хаб 18 Y7xb7 
Крв 19 Wa7 &d4! ensuring parity) 16...0-0 17 
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Хез 748 18 @с5 and although White is a 
pawn down, the black pieces deserve our deep- 
est condolences. і 

15 fxe7! bxa1 16 Мха1 “хе? 

16..19с5 17 Wg3 Wxe7 18 Wxg7 218 19 
БЫ and one can hardly be keen to defend this 
ruin for Black. 

17 БЫ 2c8 

17...Да7 18 403 +-. 

18 ҰУр3 &f8 19 946+ <2р8 20 $e5 26 21 
$925 h6 22 7916 НН7 23 2x6! fxg6 24 Wxe6+ 
$8 25 2d6+ 1-0 
87) Zhang Zhong - Onishchuk 

Poikovsky 2004 

“The problem is that if you don’t take a risk, 
you risk 100 times more!” — Jung. If White does 
nothing special, things could slip out of control. 
Therefore, the Chinese player finds a highly in- 
teresting piece sacrifice, after which Black’s 
pawns fall like ripe apples. 

25 24с4!! bxcá 26 9\хс4 548 

26...04 27 Dxd6+ cxd6 28 &xd4 exd4 29 
Hxd4 248 30 Eb4+! is unclear. 

27 ®\а5+? 

But this is a mistake. After the more materi- 
alistic 27 %хе5! we reach a position where 
White can just play natural moves, whilst Black 
would have to fight for equality. 27... xe5-- 28 
Фухе5 Ёха1 29 ха! 148 30 Ах48 Axd8 31 f4 
L&e8 32 15 gxf5! (32...05?! 33 h4!) 33 exf5 c5 
34 h4 27 35 g5 hxg5 36 hxg5 <246 37 &f4 
сб 38 Axc6 2.xc6 39 рб &е7 40 &e5 2F3 41 
[6+ &f8 =. 

27..5%с8 

Better is 27... а7 28 Ac6+ &b6 29 Axd8 
Hxd8 F. 

28 Ac6 25 29 Axd8 Éxd8 30 Ахаб 7 31 
Had 2144! 32 &f2! &\с6?! 

32...с5!? keeps the game unclear. 

33 Hb54 <9с8 34 Hal 247 35 Хаб! + 
88) Kasimdzhanov — Topalov 
San Luis FIDE Wch 2005 

After a tough struggle, Black’s pawns ше 
scattered about the board, and are slowly душу 
of loneliness. But Topalov finds a consolidatinr 
move, which turned out to be the last of the var 
ious jewels that he produced in весіпіпу hr 
crown. 

35...Heg3!! 36 $xg3 hxg3 37 hl 
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37 &gl Мез 38 Hdl Xe2 +. 

37...15 38 Да1 212 39 Abs! £5 40 Дав 
&xg2+ 

40.. Exg2!? 41 Хрв+! “(6 42 Hxd5 Bh2+ 
43 гі cxd5 44 Éxg3 Hxb2 45 Ec3 and White 
maintains equality, through gritted teeth. 

41 &gl 2d5 

Other possibilities: 41...f4 42 {146+ 215 43 
18+ =; 41...85! 42 193! $14! 43 Ва?! 
Hxd2 44 Иха2 %е4 45 Hd8 «ез 46 Hp8 14 47 
fl! (47 h4? f3 48 Bxg3 Фе2 —+) 47... 43+ 
48 222 &e44- 49 ӘӘНІ =. 

42 B8xd5! сх45 43 Ес1 Éxb2 44 сб МЬ8 45 
Фр2 f4 46 ЇЗ <2р5 47 h4+ 12-1 
89) Grabinsky - Kolesnik 

Minsk 2005 

We hope you have noticed that we always 
try our best to give an assessment of even the 
most confusing and unclear positions. But this 
time, we are going to give only a minimum of 
assessments and variations. This is not surpris- 
ing, since even the computer starts to overheat 
through inability to calculate all of the possible 
variations. How much more difficult would it 
be to do so at the board, but you can comfort 
yourself with the thought that there is no need 
to do so anyway. In the first place, Black can 
play with the draw in hand, and secondly, if 
anyone is inclined to say that the combination is 
a bluff, then we would point out that Rybka pre- 
fers Black in all variations. 

15...2\а4!! (D) 
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16 bxa4 
16 Ral dxe5 17 Ы Éb6 +. 
16...2xb2! 17 &xb2 dxe5! 18 53 
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18 222. #23! 19 4\04 (or 19 ДЫ 08!) 
19...19 ха2+ 20 &d3 963+ 21 5942 (21 &c3 
2.941 22 YIxg4 exf4! —+) 21...£5 22 Ags е4! 23 
Wel аб 24 Есі Kd8!. 

18...2f5 19 a3? Éb84 20 «a2 Xb2+! 21 
&xb2 exf4+ 22 a2 хе2 0-1 


Oleksienko — Aveskulov 
Lvov 2005 

Imagination is Mikhail Oleksienko's hobby- 
horse. And again he comes up with a beautiful 
counterblow, switching the fire onto the enemy 
king. 

31 Exe7! Éxb3 32 Acd!! (D) 

32 c4! is another good move, although also 
objectively sufficient only for a draw: 32...2.xc4 
33 #14 262+ 34 &b1 2d3+ 35 222 Bxb2+ 36 
ФәҳЬ2 Wc2+ 37 Фаз Wcl+ 38 a4 (38 4254 
25+) 38...19 c64-, with a draw. 
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32...ЌЬ8? 

32...dxc4? also loses to 33 Wf3!! +—, but 
there was a saving resource in the form of 
32...2xc4! 33 #4 44 34 cxb3 951+ 35 42 
(35 Әс2 &xb3+! 36 $xb3 Wd5+ 37 %с2 
%с5-ғ) 35...19 22+ 36 Yel Welt, with a draw. 

33 W£3 Éf8 34 схаз We5 35 We3 ҰҮс8 

35...Wc6 36 1156. 

36 Wd4 dxc4 37 h6 cxd3+ 38 «ЬІ We2+ 39 
a2 gxh6 40 gxh6 {902 41 Hel 1-0 

So the correct answer to the question was 
‘draw’! 


S 


WS 
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91) V. Ryzhov — Grabinsky 
Kiev 2000 
In certain countries, mystics try to influence 


the weather, and change the forecast. In chess, 
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this process is helped by cold-bloodedness and 
accurate calculation. 

18...2xd5! 19 Het 216!! 20 c3 %47 21 
W4xf6 Haeg 22 £5 15-13 
92) Svidler - Kasimdzhanov 
San Luis FIDE Wch 2005 

In composing endgame studies, composers 
start with a skeleton, i.c. an interesting final po- 
sition, with an unexpected finish, and then start 
putting flesh on the bones by adding the intro- 
ductory play. Here, it is most likely that Kasim- 
dzhanov found the unique final position only 
after calculating some variations, but without 
doubt the real value of the whole combination 
lies in that final position. 

30...fxe6!! (D) 

Not 30...8d3+?? 31 Ахаз Axd3 32 $3! 
+—, while 30...2Xxe6?! 31 Axb5 48xc7 32 
&\хс7 \хс7 33 Hd3 £ is not Black's optimal 
path. 
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31 Axb5 Axc7 32 Axc7 Rf21! 33 \ха8 

Avoiding 33 4\хеб? Da4 + and 33 Hd4? 
Хад! +. 

33...Aa4! 34 Хаз 

There is no point going іп for 34 22.247! dxe4 
35 Bal Ихб2 36 Hd8+ 4217 37 Ec8 На2+ 38 
bl ДЬ2+ 39 ФФс1 Xa2!, when 40 Hel? loses 
to 40...b2+! 41 Фс2 Hal 42 Ы e3! -+, so 
White must settle for 40 &b1 = 

15-15 
93) Topalov — Anand 

Sofia 2006 

This exercise will help to test your ability to 
calculate variations. Anand's play in this game, 
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as well as others, amazed the chess world. De- 
spite the highly tactical nature of the position, 
even computers are unable to improve over his 
moves, which is a tribute to his inventiveness 
and combinative vision. 

26 2xd4? 

26 Abxd4? is also bad, in view of 26...Ac3 
27 Axc6 Wxd1! 28 Щха1 Axa2 —+. The cor- 
rect path is 26 4952! \с3 27 Хаз 6 28 
Gybxd4 6\45 29 1763 Axe3 30 Hdxe3 Axd4 31 
&\х44 Ихез 32 Wxe3 9.46, when Black has no 
more than a symbolic advantage. 

26...0xd4 27 Ах44 0ур5!! 28 е5 

Or: 

а) 28 Hxd8 ®xf3+ 29 gxf3 [хе] + 30 22 
Дх48 and here the two rooks are significantly 
stronger than a queen. 

b) 28 42 Axf3+ 29 gxf3 25+ 30 ФЇ1 
Wxd2 31 DAxd2 Bxel+ 32 хе! Ec3 33 е4 
Дха3 34 48 f5 35 c5 217 and the lack of 
pawns is the dominating feature of the position. 

28...Axh3+! 29 gxh3 

More stubborn was 29 ГІ! #925 30 Af3 
хе! + 31 Axel Af4 32 {942 F but no human is 
likely to find this line in the midst of such a vio- 
lent tactical position. 

29... 25+ 30 Xh2 

30 Hg4 Xxe5!. 

30... 9! f5! 

30...Exe5 31 f4 Wg6 32 Hxe5 Ёс2+ 33 ҰҰхс2 
ҰУхс2-- 34 Ad2. 

31 Хас4 

31 4X3 Axel 32 Axel Éc3 33 Hed Wes+ 
34 Жез 2.46! 35 4722 Wg5 36 Ad2 &xg3+ 37 
fxg3 Wxg3+ -+. 

31...Ахе5! 32 Ахе5 8.46! 33 Ac5 &хе5+ 34 
Фр2 Heo! 35 953 Меб+ 36 Sf 903! 0-1 
94) Ponomariov — Svidler 

Sofia 2006 

“Understanding when to activate your king 
and when not, is what we call ‘a feel for the 
king’.” — Kaidanov. Watch how Ruslan Ponoma- 
riov, with the help of his king, re-coordinates his 
forces. It is not for nothing that Silvio Danailov 
judges Ruslan to be second only to Karpov in 
his ability to consolidate positions, i.e. to re- 
establish cooperation between his forces. 

23 Sf2!! Wee 

23...b4?! 24 Ae2 Wxa2 (24... VTbS 25 Vinh 
axb5 26 Hd4!) 25 Ех48 Hxd8 26 Ист. 
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24 &\е2! {156+ 25 Ма4 На7? 

25...54 26 ХҰс5; better is 25...а5 26 с5 
Waó. 

26 b4! Жеа8 27 $e3! Хха4 

27...a5 28 а3!. 

28 Dxd4 аб 29 176! Ха7 30 Ас5 7746 31 
23+ 

This is what is meant by outplaying someone 
from an equal position. 


95) Morozevich — Korchnoi 
Biel 2003 

“Our doubts are what betray us. They cause 
us to lose what we could perhaps have won, had 
we not been afraid to try.” — Shakespeare. Well, 
maybe Shakespeare would get worked up about 
winning, but a draw is the most likely outcome 
here. 

17...Axe5 is in fact the only move: 18 Axe5 
(18 Da7 ®ес4 19 Axc8+ Xxc8 with compen- 
sation) 18...2.xb5 19 сз! Ac4 20 Rxc4 dxc4 
(20...2.xc4? 21 Ахс4 +—) 21 Ахс4!2 Éhd8!! 22 
Кхс5 Bxd2 23 Ах42 Ахс5 with unclear play. 

In the game Black suffered a far worse fate: 

17...5Һһ48? 18 Ad6 Éb8 19 Хоз 18 20 
43 1-0 


96) Kryvoruchko — Borovikov 
Pardubice 2006 

“For many masters, the beauty of chess con- 
sists in its logic. For them a beautiful game is 
like a classical building, perfectly proportioned, 
with not a stone out of place. But I prefer the il- 
logical, irrational and absurd. Imagine a posi- 
tion on the board, full of deep ideas, worked out 
in the finest detail, but the outcome of the game 
is decided by an unexpected knight move in the 
very comer of the board. In mathematical lan- 
guage, we like best of all those cases where the 
cathetus proves longer than the hypotenuse.” It 
is not difficult to tell that this thought comes 
from the great chess magician Mikhail Tal. 
Frankly speaking, we share his idea of beauty. 
In this fragment, it seems that Black is com- 
pletely lacking any active continuation, because 
of the threatened Ерб, but a paradox can over- 
turn all one’s usual ideas. 

27...Че7? 

Black misses his chance. He should boldly 
play 27.. 144! 28 Ерб 8.Һ4-!! 29 Ахһ4 We3+ 
30 %41 fxg6. 
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28 $f1 Xb8 29 Yel Wa7+ 30 &h1 Y7e7 31 
Ehg3 Ébc8 32 h4 12-12 
97) Н. Olafsson — S. Ivanov 

Moscow 2003 

“Yes, maybe it is truc that I prefer defence to 
attack, but who has ever shown that defending 
is any less perilous and risky than attacking? 
When a player is defending his position against 
an enemy storm, is he not on the edge of a prec- 
ipice? Doesn’t such play require courage too? 
And don’t many games go down as pearls of 
chess art, precisely because of a virtuoso de- 
fence?” This time you may have guessed that 
the quote is from Tigran Petrosian. Anyone 
who would deny that he is right should look at 
this example. Finding such counter-resources is 
more difficult than carrying out dozens of mat- 
ing attacks. 

31 d6?? (D) 

White can maintain his share of the chances 
by 31 h4!! (directed against ...Keg5) 31...Ёха5 
(31...&xd5? 32 Hxd5! Bxd5 33 Wkb7 HfS 34 
Wc8++—) 32 Bxd5 2xd5 33 Wc5!! сб 34 h5! 
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31...2.c6!! 
31...Heg5? 32 Wxe41 ҰҮхе4 33 47 +-. 
32 47 Exe3! 33 d8t'¥+ &h7 0-1 
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We promised that none of the exercises in 
this book were played significantly earlier than 
2000. However, we don't think our readers will 
blame us for including our final golden trio. We 
simply could not refrain from presenting these 
three beautiful examples from a previous era. 
Our justification for not being able to keep our 
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word is that, in each example, we have found 
highly interesting new possibilities which com- 
pletely change the assessment of these positions. 
It is like resuming a game, adjourned a long time 
ago, and establishing an important historical 
truth about it. And the pleasure one gets from 
shattering old illusions is compensation enough! 
98) Portisch - $. Johannessen 
Havana OL 1966 

A long time ago, when answering a question 
about the methodology of chess study, Viktor 
Kart, who did so much to create the foundations 
of the modern Ukrainian school of chess, said 
that children should study chess in the same or- 
der in which the game itself had developed. In 
other words, start with the gambit approach of 
the Italian school, and then move onto the more 
classical methods of play. And at each point, the 
material should gradually become more com- 
plicated, thus enlarging the student’s sphere of 
knowledge. This example is perhaps like that, 
in that whilst at first, there seems no doubt 
about the result, once one goes deeper into it, 
new vistas are opened. 

22 Axh4 YYxh4 23 Eg1+ @h8 24 Yel (D) 
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24...£62? 

Here is our refinement: 24...с4!! 25 #51! 
(there is no need to make life more complicated 
by playing 25 $e4 Хада! since 26 Xh1? would 
be a decisive mistake in view of the super- 
resource 26...Ќа2+!! —+) 25...88! 26 Хм 
Да2- 27 VIxd2 Y/xh1 28 9с2 5297 29 Wh7+ 
&f8 30 Wh8+ (30 $g6 = also suffices for a 
draw) 30... 5227 and now there follows an accu- 
rate check, forcing the king from the f8-square, 
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where it could shelter from perpetual check: 31 
Wf6+! &2e8 32 Wh8+ =. 

25 Деб! 1-0 

99) Maroczy — Romih 
San Remo 1930 

Success depends on how accurately one se- 
lects the correct target. In the game, Black fol- 
lowed the path of least resistance, and went 
after 22. 

40...1d22? 

The real vulnerable point is the pawn on h3, 
but even if one correctly realizes this, there is 
no immediate hurry, as the opponent cannot run 
away. 

а) 40... xh3?! 41 Ke2!! is unclear. 

b) 40...d3!! — (with the thinly-disguised 
intention of ...Éxh34) 41 21 Éxh3!! 42 gxh3 
Wd4+ 43 $822 (43 &f1 WYc4+) 43... Wd5+ with 
the idea ...Éxh6. 

41 ХУҺ5!! Жхр2+ 42 Ёхр2+ Ихћ5 43 Xxb2 
Exh3+ 44 &g1 АҺ? 45 ИҺ2 Eg7+ 46 Sf2 Bes 
47 Аһ6 17 48 е8\9+ Ахе8 49 Ёһ7+ 1-0 
100) Ljubojević — Tal 
Wijk aan Zee 1976 

First of all, we present the comments of 
Mikhail Tal: “Here, Ljubojević thought for half 
an hour. This is understandable, since a draw 
would bring him only partial success, whereas 
the weakness of the a7-pawn gives grounds to 
hope for more. I don't deny that I was also ner- 
vous! “ОК, draw!’, said Ljubojević suddenly, 
and played 59 Éb8 1/2-'/2. This shows his excel- 
lent tactical feel! The fact is that many people 
thought that after 59 347! c2 (59...2.c5 60 Ас7 
%44 61 Ес4 2e5 62 «ез and Black is in trou- 
ble) 60 Аха? White was winning. However, іп 
this case, after 60...2a5! (60...2d6 61 22! 
+-) the position could change completely: 61 
Eb7! 42 62 Hd7+ &»c3 63 Мав ФЪЗ 64 сб 
@с3 65 a7 c1 66 2877 Whit 67 Фе2 Wel+ 
68 «283 Wegt.” 

We don’t want to enter into a debate about 
the excellence of Tal and Ljubojevié's tactical 
feeling, but we shall just say that all the Гогеро- 
ing is completely wrong. The two grandmasters 
both missed the brilliant combination 63 a7! 
с1ї# 64 Bg2!! +-. In view of our discovery, we 
fee] we are justified in using this example, not- 
withstanding its age. 


Afterword 


Writers often forget to say goodbye to their readers, but we shall not maintain this tradition. The 
most important thing for us, in our work on the book, was to ensure that the time spent studying the 
book will bring many positive emotions to the reader. Therefore, we wish to thank you for your 
work on this book, and hope that you have not just turned the pages idly, but have used your head in 
some hard work! We shall be grateful if you can e-mail us at perfectchess @ukr.net, with details of 
any errors you may find in our analysis. We promise faithfully to answer all such e-mails. We shall 
be even more pleased if there turn out not to be many mistakes in the book. 

We would like to express our great gratitude to our friends who assisted us and sent interesting 
fragments from their games. Without the help of Mikhail Oleksienko, Yuri Kryvoruchko, Yuri 
Vovk, Vitaly Golod, Alexander Areshchenko, Nazar Firman, Valery Aveskulov, Mikhail Kozakov, 
Anna Muzychuk, Myroslava Hrabinska and other generous helpers, this book would have been 
quite different! We must also mention the high professional quality of such publications as 
Informator, 64 — The Chess Review, Shakhmatnaya Nedelia, Chesspro.ru, and Ladia, material from 
which we have studied with great pleasure. 

We hope that, from time to time, you will return to the book, and blow the dust from its pages. If 
you have enjoyed the book, please tell us, and we shall feel obliged to return to our writing-table 
soon. 
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ANAND — Bologan 78; Качают 24; 
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FANG - Milman 64 
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Tukmakov 78 

FEDOROV - Sakaev 137 
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FERNANDEZ ROMERO - Gongora 20 

FIRMAN — Nijboer 77; Oleksienko 
72; Prusikin 146; Semenov 66; 
Serik 70; Shomoev 78 

FOMINYKH, М. — Gansvind 71 
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Maze 24; Navrotescu 77; 
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GALLIAMOVA - Korchnoi 150; 
Kosteniuk 70 

GANGULY - Barua 133; Short 78 

GANSVIND ~ Fominykh, М. 71 

GELFAND - Radjabov 29; Shabalov 
133 

GHAEM MAGHAMI – Short 137 

GINSBURG, M. - Shulman 27 

GLEK - Arkhipov 64 

GOLDIN - Barcev 148 

GOLop - Costa 141; Grünfeld 71; 
Pruess 141 

GOLOSHCHAPOV — Volkov 144 
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GOROSHKOVA ~ Matseiko 65 

GRABINSKY — Bily 141; Khripach 


21; Kolesnik 152; Kosintseva, N. 


21; Kruppa 16; Lagowski 139; 
Mursky 136; Potapov 146; 
Кутһоу, V. 152; Sharevich 70; 
Shtyrenkov 133; Smirnov 20; 
Zezulkin 133 
GRAF - Tkachev 26 
GRATL – Miroshnichenko 67 
GRETARSSON — Sokolov, I. 20 
GRIGORIANTS, S. - Ivanović 142; 
Yakovenko 148 
GRISHCHUK - Adams 27; Kramnik 
14; Marciano 140; Shirov 69; 
Van Wely 17 
GRÜNFELD - Golod 71 
GUREVICH, D. — Seirawan 23 
GUREVICH, M. - Ftaénik 74 
HARESTAD - Carlsen 72 
HARIHARAN - Harikrishna 13 
HARIKRISHNA — Hariharan 13 
HEBERLA - Krasenkow 20 
HEIDRICH, M. — Kengis 14 
HELLSTEN — Atalik 17 
HRABINSKA, M. - Privalov 133; 
Sobry 138 
НОВМЕК - Luther 66; Vaganian 15 
HULAK - Areshchenko 149 
HYDRA — Adams 79; Vladimirov 80 
IBRAGIMOV — Nakamura 79 
ILINČIĆ — Andersson 63 
INARKIEV — Bakre 27 
IONESCU, D. - Nanu 133 
IONOV, S. - Evseev 147 
IORDACHESCU - Dobrov 24 
ISTRATESCU - Karpov 67 
IVANCHUK - Leko 140; Topalov 135 
IVANISEVIC ~ Todorović 25 
IVANOV, J. — Perez, Ro. 143 
IVANOV, S. - Olafsson, H. 154 
IVANOVIC — Grigoriants, S. 142 
JAKUBOWSKI - Krasenkow 25 
JOBAVA - Carlsen 26; Kasparov 28 
JOHANNESSEN, 5. — Portisch 155 
JUSWANTO - Sharavdorj 67 
KACHEISHVILI — Sakaev 63; 
Sokolov, A. 21 
KAMSKY – Aronian 17 
KARIAKIN – Anand 24; del Rio 22 


PERFECT YOUR CHESS 


KARPOV - Istratescu 67; Milos 69; 
Van Wely 24; Zhang Pengxiang 
71 

KASIMDZHANOV - Anand 22; 
Svidler 153; Topalov 151; Ye 
Jiangchuan 70 

KASPAROV - Chuchelov 73; Jobava 
28; Kramnik 18; Kramnik 138; 
Leko 65; Piket 150; Topalov 76; 
Vallejo Pons 29, 134 

KENGIS - Heidrich, M. 14 

KHALIFMAN - Leko 22; Volkov 65 

KHARLOV – Topalov 77 

KHISMATULLIN — Chuprov 26; 
Kiriakov 148 

КИКІРАСН — Grabinsky 21 

KHUZMAN - Shirov 64 

KIRIAKOV - Khismatullin 148 

KISLINSKY ~ Golubev 147 

KLIMOVA, Y. – Yakovich, Yul. 135 

KOCHAN - Kryvoruchko 19 

KOLESNIK — Grabinsky 152 

KONONENKO - Oleksienko 79 

KORCHNOI — Galliamova 150; Leko 
74; Morozevich 154 

KORNEEV - Lopez Martinez 73 

KOSINTSEVA, М. — Grabinsky 21 

KOSTENIUK — Acs 22; Galliamova 
70; Onishchuk 141 

KOTRONIAS — Carlsen 15; Van 
Wely 68 

KOTSUR - Sutovsky 77 

KOVACEVIC, V. — Fressinet 75 

KOVALEV, D. — Oleksienko 64 

KOVALEVSKAYA - Velikhanli 15 

KOZAKOV - Nester 79; Privalov 15 

KRAMNIK - Akopian 21; Anand 73; 
Bareev 23; Deep Fritz 147; 
Grishchuk 14; Kasparov 18; 
Kasparov 138; Leko 28; Leko 
134, 137; Sadvakasov 70; 
Topalov 75 

KRASENKOW — Heberla 20; 
Jakubowski 25; Sashikiran 140; 
Votava 74 

KRAVTSIV, M. – Oleksienko 136; 
Vovk, A. 71; Vovk, Y. 138 

KRUPPA — Grabinsky 16 

KRYVORUCHKO - Borovikov 154; 
Kochan 19; Vovk, Y. 74 

KUDRIN — Mikhalevski, V. 24 

KUPREICHIK — Voitsekhovsky 134 

KURNOSOV — Rodshtein, М. 135; 
Timofeev 79 

KUTYRA - Pokinboroda 17 

LAGOWSKI — Grabinsky 139 

LAGVILAVA — Radziewicz 71 

LAMPRECHT — Dorfman 139 

LANDA — Fercec 69 

LAUTIER — Bacrot 65; Вагееу 14 

LEKO — Вагееу 149; Bologan 72; 
Ivanchuk 140; Kasparov 65; 
Khalifman 22; Korchnoi 74; 
Kramnik 28; Kramnik 134, 137; 
Naiditsch 16; Radjabov 79; 


Shirov 18; Topalov 135, 145 

LJUBOJEVIĆ - Tal 155 

LOPEZ MARTINEZ – Когпесу 73 

LUTHER — Hiibner 66 

LUTZ - Topalov 68 

LUZHINSKY - Vovk, Y. 76 

MACIEJA – Damljanovié 739 

MCSHANE - Navara 136 

MALAKHATKO - Oleksienko 19 

MALAKHOV - Dvoirys 29; 
МоікеспКо 18; Wang Hao 16 

MAMEDYAROV - Dolmatov /35; 
Timofeev 68 

MARCIANO - Grishchuk 140 

MARCINKIEWICZ – Zundel 64 

MARKOWSKI ~ Rashkovsky 73 

MAROCZY - Romih 155 

MASTROVASILIS — Gagunashvili 66 

MATSEIKO - Goroshkova 65 

MAZE - Fressinet 24 

MIKADZE - Muzychuk 65 

MIKHALEVSKI, V. — Kudrin 24; 
Vodiasov 137 

MILMAN - Fang 64 

MILOS - Karpov 69 

MILOV – Arizmendi 73; Moiseenko 
146 

MIROSHNICHENKO — Farakhov 80; 
Grafl 67 

MISTA, А. — Rodriguez Guerrero 21 

MITON - De Vreugt 18 

MOISEENKO - Malakhov 18; Milov, 
V. 146 

МОКОУІС- Anand 151 

MOROZEVICII - Adams 28; Akopian 
144; Anand 147; Bareev 19; 
Korchnoi 154; Nikolié 70, 150; 
Ramirez Alvarez 13; Sutovsky 
27 

MOTYLEV - Areshchenko 23 

MOVSESIAN - Bologan 68 

MURSKY - Grabinsky 136 

MUZYCHUK - Mikadze 65 

NAIDITSCH — Leko 16; Sax 16; 
Timman 144 

NAKAMURA - Aronian 15; 
Ibragimov 79 

МАМИ - Ionescu, D. 133 

NAVARA - McShane 136 

NAVROTESCU — Fressinet 77 

NAYER - Nepomniashchy 69 

NEDEV - Azarov 67 

NEIKSANS - Fridman 16 

NEPOMNIASHCHY — Nayer 69 

NESTER - Kozakov 79; Yakimov 77 

NGUYEN ANH DUNG - Scherbakov 
66 

NIELSEN, P.H. — Szmetan 150 

NIJBOER ~ Bruzon 75; Efimenko 
151; Firman 77; Fressinet 136 

NIKOLIĆ — Morozevich 70, 150 

OLAFSSON, H. - Ivanov, S. 154 

OLEKSIENKO - Alexanian, N. 136; 
Aveskulov 152; Baklan 139; 
Elianov 149; Fedorchuk 19; 


Firman 72; Kononenko 79; 
Kovalev, D. 64; Kravtsiv, М. 
136; Malakhatko 19; Shmeliov 
135 

ONISHCHUK — Bruzon 14; 
Kosteniuk 141; Sveshnikov 77; 
Zhang Zhong 151 

PANTSULAIA — Daskevics 29 

PEDERSEN, S. — Fries Nielsen, J.O. 
18 

PELLETIER – Sadler 72 

PEREZ, RO. - Ivanov, J. 143 

PETKOV - Cheparinov 76 

PETROSIAN, T.L. — Zhao Xue 25 

PIGUSOV - Fressinet 149 

PIKET - Kasparov 150 

PIKULA - Savié 64 

POGORELOV - Diaz Castro 66 

POKINBORODA - Kutyra 17 

POLGAR, J. - Anand 133; Berkes 
17; Van Wely 72 

POLGAR, ZSU, — Chiburdanidze 142 

POLOVODIN - Vorobiov 14 

PONOMARIOV - Aronian 146; 
Svidler 153; Topalov 23; 
Topalov 142 

Popov, V. - Turov 139 

PORTISCH - Johannessen, S. 155 

РОТАРОУ - Grabinsky 146 

PREDOJEVIC - Shirov 145 

PRIVALOV - Hrabinska, M. 133; 
Kozakov 15 

PRUESS - Golod 141 

PRUSIKIN - Firman 146 

RADJABOV - Anand 28; 
Dominguez, L. 26; Gelfand 29; 
Leko 79 

RADZIEWICZ — Lagvilava 71 

RAHMAN, Z. — Volzhin 137 

RAMIREZ ALVAREZ — Morozevich 
13 

RASHKOVSKY — Markowski 73 

REEFAT BIN SATTER — Ehlvest 26 

RESTUCCIA — Stefanova 68 

REUTSKY — Aveskulov 141 

RIAZANTSEV — Rublevsky 138 

RIBLI - Thorfinnsson 134 

RODRIGUEZ GUERRERO - Mista, A. 
21 

RODSHTEIN, М. — Kurnosov 135; 
Vitiugov 16 

ROMIH - Maroczy 155 

ROZENTALIS — Barbeau 66 

RUBLEVSKY – Riazantsev 138; 
Smirnov 19 

RUSTEMOV - Bocharov 25 


Other Positions 


Study (Volokitin & Grabinsky) 143 
Training position (Grabinsky) 
Training position (I.Zaitsev) 20 


INDEX OF PLAYERS 


RYZHOV, V. — Grabinsky 152 

SADLER - Pelletier 72 

SADVAKASOV - Kramnik 70 

SAKAEV - Fedorov 137; 
Kacheishvili 63 

SASHIKIRAN - Andreev, E. 144; 
Krasenkow 140 

SAVCHENKO, B. – Vitiugov 138 

SAVCHENKO, Y. - Zakharchenko 17 

SAVIC - Pikula 64 

SAX - Naiditsch 16 

SCHERBAKOV — Nguyen Anh Dung 
66 

SEIRAWAN — Gurevich, D. 23 

SEMENOV - Firman 66 

SERES — Cao Sang 19 

SERIK - Firman 70 

SHABALOV – Gelfand 133; Zhang 
Zhong 74 

SHARAVDORJ - Juswanto 67 

SHAREVICH - Grabinsky 70 

SHEVCHENKO - Dushin 25 

SHIROV — Grishchuk 69; Khuzman 
64; Leko 18; Predojevié 145; 
Topalov 22 

SHMELIOV — Olcksienko 135 

SHOMOEV - Firman 78 

SHORT — Ganguly 78; Ghaem 
Maghami 137; Stefansson 67; 
Xu Jun 22 

SHREDDER — Fritz 148 

SHTYRENKOV — Grabinsky 133 

SHULMAN – Ginsburg, M. 27 

SMIRNOV — Asrian 76; Grabinsky 
20; Rublevsky 19 

SMYSLOV - Zhu Chen 13 

SonBRY - Hrabinska, M. 138 

SOKOLOV, A. - Kacheishvili 21 

SOKOLOV, I. - Gretarsson 20 

STEFANOVA — Restuccia 68 

STEFANSSON — Short 67 

STEPANIUK — Vovk, A. 71 

SUTOVSKY - Beliavsky 28; Cvitan 
73; Kotsur 77; Morozevich 27 

SVESHNIKOV - Onishchuk 77 

SVIDLER — Dizdarevié 13; 
Kasimdzhanov 153; Ponomariov 
153; Topalov 144; Volkov 29 

SZMETAN — Nielsen, P.H. 150 

TAL - Ljubojevié 155 

THORFINNSSON - Ribli 134 

TIMMAN - AI Modiahki 68; 
Naiditsch 144 

TIMOFEEV - Kurnosov 79; 
Mamedyarov 68 

TKACHEV - Graf 26 


15, 21, 69, 75, 78, 140 


149 


TODOROVIĆ = Ivanisevié 25 

TOMASHEVSKY ~ Andreikin 117 

TOPALOV - Anand 153; Bareev 69; 
Ivanchuk 135; Kasimdzhanov 
151; Kasparov 76; Kharlov 77; 
Kramnik 75; Leko 135, 145; 
Lutz 68; Ponomariov 23; 
Ponomariov 142; Shirov 22; 
Svidler 144; Van Wely 28 

TUKMAKOV - Fedorchuk 78 

TUROV - Popov, V. 139 

ULYBIN — Evseev 23 

USTIANOVICH - Chulivska 75 

VAGANIAN - Hübner 15 

VALLEJO PONS – Kasparov 29, 134 

VAN DEN DOEL - Fritz SSS 142 

VAN WELY — Acs 20; Bacrot 14; 
Grishchuk 17; Karpov 24; 
Kotronias 68; Polgar, J. 72; 
Topalov 28 

VARGA, ZO. - Erdos 134 

VELIKHANLI — Kovalevskaya 15 

VITIUGOV – Rodshtein, M. 16; 
Savchenko, B. 138 

VLADIMIROV — Hydra 80 

VODIASOV — Mikhalevski, V. 137 

VOITSEKHOVSKY — Kupreichik 134 

VOLKOV - Bologan 25; 
Goloshchapov 144; Khalifman 
65; Svidler 29 

VOLZHIN - Rahman, Z. 137 

VOROBIOV - Polovodin 14 

VOTAVA — Krasenkow 74 

VOVK, А. – Aveskulov 143; 
Kravtsiv, M. 71; Stepaniuk 71 

Vovk, Y. - Kravtsiv, M. 138; 
Kryvoruchko 74; Luzhinsky 76 

VYDESLAVER — Avrukh 72 

WANG HAO - Malakhov 16 

XU JUN - Bu Xiangzhi 18; Short 22 

YAKIMOV — Nester 77 

YAKOVENKO - Grigoriants, S. 148 

YAKOVICH, YUL. — Klimova, У. 135 

YANOVSKY, A. — Aveskulov 67 

YE JIANGCHUAN — Bologan 24; 
Kasimdzhanov 70 

ZAKHARCHENKO - Savchenko, Y. 17 

ZEZULKIN - Grabinsky 133 

ZHANG PENGXIANG - Karpov 77 

ZHANG ZHONG - Onishchuk 151; 
Shabalov 74 

ZHAO XUE — Petrosian, T.L, 25 

ZHIGALKO - Belov, V. 27 

ZHU CHEN — Smysloy 13 

ZUNDEL – Marcinkiewicz 61 

ZVIAGINTSEV - Fridman 21 


